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The Fifteenth Annual E 


el y campment of the Massachusetts Divis- 
jon, Sons of Veterans, U. 


held in Washburn Hall, Main 
Street, Worcester, Monday id, 1897, the convention being 
called to order : 15 0’ cloc . M., by Division Commander Harry 
D. Sisson, of Pittstield. Tn accordance with the vote passed at the 
Fourteeth Annual Encampment, the reports of the oflicers had been 
printed previous to the opening of the Convention, and were dis- 
tributed among the camp representatives in attendance. 

The Division Commander stated that the chairs in the centre and 
on the right side of the hall were for the delegates, and requested’ 
brothers who were not delegates to take seats on the left. 

The call of the roll showed all the Division Officers and Staff 
present, excepting the Quartermaster Sergeant. 

The Chair stated that owing to a typographical error in the. 
schedule of committees, Past Capt. Al A. Upton of Orange was 
named on the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, 
swellason the Committee on Resolutions. ‘That was a mistake, 

Capt. Gilman IF. Allen of Walpole, should have been named in 
place of srother [ pton on the Committee on Constitution, Rules. 
and Regulations. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 


Col. Sisson introduced Mayor A. R. B. Sprague of Worcester, who 
was enthusiastically received by the Brothers of the Encampment, 
and spoke as folloy 


CoMMANDER SISSON AND Sons OF VETERANS:—Yo0u have selected 
a day for the meeting of your Division here in the heart of the 
Commonwealth, which is dear to the heart of every American 
citizen, —the anniversary of the birth of the Father of his Country. 
You, together with the Sons of the Revolution, may very properly 
meet today in your labors, joining in thought the Sons of the Rey- 
olution with the Sons of the Veterans of the War of the Rebellion. 
Tam sure that, coming here to this goodly city, you have not come 
in the pleasantest season in the year, and those of you who are not 
familiar with our city and its attractions, will, | fear, go away with 
a wrong impression of our surroundings; but I am sure that you 
will find here loyal hearts, There is no better spot on earth than 
Massachusetts, and there is no better home within its boundaries 
than the city of Worcester. You come here to two camps of the 
Sons of Veterans, whom, if I am not mistaken, you have ‘heard 
from’’ since your arrival. (Laughter.) At any rate, the citizens 
have “heard” from the Camp, as I judge by reading the morning 
papers, but the ‘‘music in the air” was congenial to most of us; 
and if the drum beat is a little louder than some people wish, and 
they are awakened from sleep thereat, it is not so bad as when it 
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éalled us with the long roll in the years gone by. So they should be 
very grateful at your coming. - 

You have met also in a historic hall. Here, 28 years 
month, I had the honor to preside, as Department Gomim 
the Third Annual Meeting of the Department of Massachusetts 
Grand Army of the Republic, and as I have been sitting here upon 
this platform and looking into your faces, I have imagined that the 
same surroundings were here as then, the same youthful faces and 
the same expressions: and though they are not familiar to me 
though scores of those who assembled in this hall at that time have 
passed to join the great silent majority, | cannot help identifying 
you with the delegates of the Grand Army of the Republic who 
almost_a generation ago assembled here, and, looking into your 
faces, I should say that you were the same identi arm the 
“ Boys of °61,” who marched under the old colors and fou out 
the battles to victory in the end. (Applause.) T recognize a little 
difference, however, in your dress and equipment from that of the 
boys of 61. I think this azure hat (which was then, by the way, the 
hat that the ofiicers wore,) is much more graceful, much more deli- 
cate and much more beautiful than the McClellan cap which you 
may have seen, that the boys wore on the march and used for sey- 
eral purposes, to gather in hen’s eges and whatever else they might 
have got in the campaign to carry back to the camp for their com- 
fort and refreshinent, ¥ 


:) The memories of the pas 

can re he drum beat when the boys went 1 hing ¢ rs: lowt 
the same spirit which animated them animates you, and I know 
look into your faces and as I walk up and down the streets from d 
to day, that the ir piration of the Fathers lives in the Sons and the 
whatever should happen (and God grant that no wiur may ever come 
to this land ; God grant that arbitration may settle in the future al 
Sreat questions, though as we read the news this morning, we see 
that among the Cretans there is 2 little trouble and that the millen- 
ium has not yet arrived) we always should he ready for war and by 
being ready enforce peace. fe 

_ + fm sure that you feel the responsibility which is upon you. 
realize that you have but a little while, only a day, to do the work 
which you have performed heretofore, [ am told, in two days. 
congratulate you. T bid you a most hearty welcome to the heart of 
the Gommonwealth. You will find warm and loyal hearts here as im 
fonten Ss } ut are past, and they will always be here while the flag 
galore ane t at will be to the end of time. (Applause.) While you 
pet iene mory and keep alive and fresh and. green the memory 
of the Pathers, remember that upon each one of you responsibility 
rests, Remember that you live for country, for yourselves, for Goc 
and for your Fathers, and that oy , 


ius 
, 


a ss is . 
OROE and shame from no condition rise > 
Act well your part, there all the honor lies. 


As Mayor Sprague left 
him. : 

peu motion by Past Captain W. R. Davis, it was voted to accord 
to the representatives of the press, the privilege of attending the ses- 
sions of the encampment. 

Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton then presented a hand- 


some stand of colors to the Division, speaking as follows : 


the hall, three rousing cheers were given 


COMMITTEES, 2 


Mr. COMMANDER:—.\ year ag i 
manding the Division, the idea was formulated that it would be an 
excellent feature for this encampment to own its own colors, and 
ing that time an order was promulgated inviting the popular sub- 
scriptions of the camps for this purpose. IT was unable to r salize a 
sun suflicient to procure the colors, and, under your administration, 
the work has been carried on until today we are, for the first time in 
the history of our organization, able to say that, when we 
colors, we salute the flag of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Vet- 

Tdesire to be very brief and mer ul your attention to the 
f that the flag wasimade by Charles O. Eaton who made nearly all 
of the regimental colors for the M chusetts troops during the war; 
the man who has charge of the colors at the State House in Doric 


go when [ had the privilege of com- 


flag, will agree 
ye everseen. We have 
this great and glori- 
pledged to be faith- 
ientious citizens. I desire, Mr. Commander, 
ned to me to do so, to formally turn over to 
achusetts Division. (Applaus 


Col, Bolton, it gives me a gr 
fin behalf of the 4,200 Sons of this Divi 
I thanks to the Camps that have contri- 
buted to the purchase of the flag. The hearty thanks of the entire 
Division are given for the generosity displayed and the success in 
obtaining the colors presented at this encampment. Brothers, sa- 
lute the flag. 

(The tlag was saluted in due form.) 


because it has been as 
you the colors of the M 


THe DivisioN COMMANDER 
of pleasure to accept this 
sion, and to extend espec 


The following committees were then announced :— 
Connnittee on Credentials:— 
it D. M. Peck, Chainnan, 
lie H. Mendee, Palmer, 
unuel A, Pickering, Lowell, 
L reorge S. Wentworth, Canton, 
Capt. J. H. Young, Clinton, 
Committee on Ritual :— 
2ast Capt: Thomas J. Wannon, Chairman, Dedham, 


Past. Capt. Charles W. Jackman, Haverhill, 
Past Capt. IL. E. Manning, Salem, 


Capt. E. E. Bogart, Holyoke, 
Capt. C. A. White, Ludlow Centre. 
Committee on Resolutions:— 
Past Capt. C. F. O'Brien, Chairman, Roxbury, 
Past Capt. Henry 1B. Waugh, Whitman, 
Delegate Milton B. Warner, Pittsfield, 
Past Capt. A. A. Upton, Orange, 
ast Capt. D. Murray ‘Travis, Holliston. 
Conunittee on Report of Officers :— 
Capt. Howard F. Eaton, Chairman, Cambridge, 
. Capt. J. Q. Erwin, North Adams, 
Capt. Henry S. Finan, Boston, 
Pe Capt. Tilton 8. Bell, Charlestown, 
Capt. Franklin E. James, New Bedford. 
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Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations: — 


Capt. L. C. Couch, Chairman, Taunton, 
Capt. Gilman F. Allen, Walpole, 

Past Capt. H. D. Buzzee, Easthampton, 
Past Capt. John H. Cavin, Gloucester, 
Capt. KE. M. Clapp, Westboro. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
The Committee on Credentials reported as follows :— 
Captains present, 52 


Delegates, 108 
Alternates, 22 
Past Captains, 107 


Total, 


& Upon motion by Past Col. Upham (seconded by Past Capt. James 
of New Bedford,) it was voted that the calling of the roll be dis- 
pensed with. 


REPORTS OF OFFICERS. 

: -ast Capt. Storey of Crimp 24, moved that reading of the Division 
Commander's report be dispensed with. The motion was seconded 
by Capt. Charles E, Lane of Camp 24, and called forth a short but 
suited adverse discussion. Past Col. Upham of Fitchburg thought 
that “the convention should hear the report of the Division Com- 
mander.”” Said he, ‘I think we owe the Division Commander the 
courtesy of hearing his report; it touches upon matters pertaining 
to the whole Division. I believe you will agree with me, (the 
Brother who made the motion and the other Brother who seconded 
the same), that we want Commander Sisson to give his account of 
his stewardship himself, not in cold print. I am satisfied to hear 
the rest of the reports as I may read them, but I hope that the mo- 
tion will not prevail which would deprive us from hearing the Com- 
mander’s report read here.” 

The question was called for, and Past Capt. Storey’s motion put 
before the Encampment was voted down. Division Commander IL 
- Sisson commenced the reading of his report as follows:— 


REPORT OF DIVISION COMMANDER. 


To THE Orricers AND BROTHERS OF ‘TIE FIrTEENTH ANNUAL 
ENCAMPMENT. 
Another year has gone down to history, a year fraught with the 
usual allotment of good and ill to the human family. We appear 
before you to-day to show the record of the year as pertams to our 
organization and give an accounting of our stewardship. 

It was the pleasure of this encampment a year ago to place into 
my hands the destinies of the order. The trust is now returned and 
the record submitted for your consideration. 

It was with mixed feélings of pleasure, hope and fear that I 
assumed the responsibilities of commanding oflicer of the Division, 
knowing the disadvantages of location under which it would be nec- 
essary to labor. There was pleasure at being thought worthy of the 
responsibility ; hope of succe and fear that my administration 
might but prove my inadequacy to the task. My comprehension of 
ee Lone of labor and responsibility a year ago, was but a fraction of 
she Tact, 

Our correspondence the-past year amounting to nearly 5900 pieces 
of mail (aside from the mail packages of filled requisitions), an aver- 
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age of nearly lifteen communications a day, is but a part of the work 
devolving upon headquarters, and I feel that Iam stating it safely 
within the fact when I say that it requires three hoursa day to prop- 
erly and promptly attend to the official duties of Commander of this 
Division. 


to use great care in selecting our onicers. 
become more and more exacting as the usefulness of our Order 
becomes more recognized and appreciated. We need live, brainy 
men for leaders—inen of capacity to see our needs and the ability to 
suggest and administer remedies—as well as men who have some 
leisure at their command to attend to the varied duties. 

Let our motto be, ‘the best men for the best places.” Whether 
the best men are to be found in official capacities on our floor, or in 
some obscure country camp where ‘ Browning Clubs” and subways 
are unknown quantities, I believe we owe it to ourselves to see to it 
that they are secured ; and the best interest of the Division can be 
subseryed only by using due care in this respect. 

The social demands upon the Commander are numerous,and there 
is ample opportunity for depreciating the cash balance of the Quar- 
termaster if all the varied invitations are accepted. It has been my 
aim the past year to answer such calls as were other than of a purely 
social character, and IT have responded in many cases where it 
appeared that a better knowledge of our objects and motives could 
be dispensed. In traveling about I have traveled in the same way 
as if conducting my Own. personal business without over _extrava- 
gance and yet without making my ideas of economy painfully appar- 
ent. 


HEADQUARTERS, 


Headquarters were established conveniently in England block 
Pittsfield, Mass., March ist., causing a necessary expense for rent 
which fortunately the Division was spared during the administration 
of my predecessor. 

Immediately upon receipt of the Division property at headquar- 
it was apparent that the item which has been carried on the 
sion books and audited by several Division Councils as ‘Division 
Property on hand $100,”’ was either a misnomer or else the value to 
our predecessors for several administrations, of disjointed desks, 
three legged chairs, featherless dusters and pine board shelving, was 
greater than we were able to realize in 1896. 

The entire outfit was useless so far as being of any service to the 
Division. When we received an offer of $11.50 for the remains, we 
felt that the man making the offer was a fit subject for one of our 
State retreats, and the ‘Property’ v truck off to him before he 
could haye time to reconsider his proposition. 

In refitting the headquarters a new roll-top desk, writing table, 
chairs, rug and other articles were procured, and this outtit was later 
inereased by a document filing case and a typewriter, so that. the 
items on the inventory of to-day represent an actual valuation of the 
amount named in the Quartermiaster’s report, and the office is_prop- 
erly fitted for the practical transaction of business promptly. It has 
been the aim of the Commander to answer communications upon the 
day of receipt, and with few exceptions this has been done, the 
exceptions being mostly owing to absence from the City. 


RECORDS. 


It was found upon unpacking the cases, that the oflicial papers of 
but two or three previous administrations were saved, but it would 
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seem that every sheet relative to the few 
rented had been carefully handed down. It was apparent that these 
papers, many of them valuable, were of no use unless they could be 
systematically filed so that they might be found, should occasion 
require, A document cabinet of about 80 filing cases was obtained 
and the work of sorting and filing the old documents was commenced 

nd carried to completion with the assistance of oflicers of the staff, 
0 records of any nature were found dating previous to the ‘Third 
Annual Encampment ” of either the Division or Commandery-in- 
Chief. | ‘The files of Division proceedings were found from the Third 
Annual to date, and these were substantially bound into one volume 
fora permanent record of the history of the Division. 

The files of National proceedings were incomplete, but after much 
correspondence and inquiry a file was completed and the Comman- 
dery-in-Chief proceedings were also bound, making two more yol- 
umes. Inasmuch as the early history of our Division from. its 
inception to the Third Annual Encampment is not a matter of Divis- 
ion record and as such a history will be of increasing importance m 
future y ars as it will be also more diflicult to obtain, | would recom- 
mend: (No, 1.) that a committee, cons ting of three membe be 
named by this Encampment to compile a record as 1 uly as possible 
prom ate facts obta nable, of the history of the Division during the 
aaet eae la ss tee xistence, and that the sum of $50 or such 
mittee, s needed, he appropriated for the. purposes of the com- 
Sreenes ters of Members” have not been as carefully kept as 
ul In.portance deserved. Many camps do not seem to realize the 
importance of the descriptive number given to each recruit, and 
Cie ‘where the camp and Division records agree on descriptive num- 
aets are the exception rather than the rule. 

Lod by THT of correcting this fault w referred to this administ 
ea te last encunpment, but as a revision of the registers would 
Goce ssitate the recalling of the D ytive books of n y 
ae ube Di ision for comparison, entailing a heavy expense as 
aA ae register Desila much time in comparing and 
attempted, necessary cler work, the revision was not 
ares the work done so as to be of permanent and Serviceable 
eecie urs to come, it is my opinion that the descriptive books of 

Ivision should not only be re-checked with the camp descrip- 


Ininistrations repre- 


uve hooks butas stem of indexing, to comprise every name on the 
‘sister should be inaugurated, and I would recommend (No. 2), 


that the Matter of revising the **Register of Members” be referred 

on SUT SOD on Commander and Division Council, to devise 

and a pt such system as will prove adequate to the demands of the 
Vv 1sion, for permanent record. 


PERMANENT ITEADQUARTERS. 
dues eee BRS) Banquo’s ghost, will not down. While the 
istated aremantwtn € ry Adjutant and Quartermaster as now admin- 
for these seivions deneueeEMOUs and laborious and the compensation 
l that sooner Su gely paid in ‘honors,’ it is a fact neverthe- 
heard asl he 1 ae er we must pay for much of this work in good 
ware cash, and the consideration of ways and means looking to the 
inevitable result 1S a matter which [ would recommend to your 
attention to-day. There would be many very evident advantages in 
combining the work of the Adjutant and Quartermaster under one 
department and relieving the Commander of much of the detail 
for which he is responsible wider our present system. With a 
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brother devoting his whole time to the business of the Division, ali 
matters between Camps and headquarters would be assured prompt 
attention. 

The office of “Adjutant and Quartermaster’’ would become 
elective and should, in my opinion, be for a term of years. 

Whether the manifest Pein are of suflicient benefit to 
warrant the attempt is a matter t I feel constrained to leave 
entirely to the judgment of this encampment. The serious question 
of finance constitutes the principal objection to the adoption of 
permanent headquarters, and I can offer but one suggestion as to 
where a saving can be made that will carry any considerable portion 
of the burden without materially increasing our present per capita 
rate—I refer to the expenses of our delegations to the encampment 
of the Commandery-in-Chiet. 

If permanent headquarters 


are found expedient, | would respect- 


fully er this question to your consideration as one of the avenues 
where it may be found advisable to economize. L[ would not for a 
moment infer that we lose our representation at the Commandery- 


in-Chief sessions, but we might govern the representation some- 
what by the s of our wallet and possibly accomplsh something of 
an economy without serious loss to the Division’s standing in the 
supreme body. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


With the advance of time, the need of our organization and our 
position in the fraternal flrmanent becomes more apparent to the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Tne thinning ranks of the parent 
organization have long since given warning of the final dissolution. 
The earnestness of purpose of the son has attracted the attention 
of the father, and what was formerly looked upon as the boy’s 
caprice is now being accorded the recognition of a well formulated 
plan to fill the vacancy which the brains of our promoters saw in 
the distance, but which the veteran was loth to believe. 

The Grand Army is not with us for long now, and the advancing 
years are making it all too evident. With the decadence of the 
Grand Army, the duty of the Sons of Veterans is plainly in sight. 
Weare the Grand Army of the future, in the preparatory school 
being fitted for the more exalted duties that await us. The Grand 
Army accepts the inevitable and bids us God speed in our mission. 
Our organization receives more and more each year the hearty com- 
mendation of the old veteran, and the past year has been no excep- 
tion to the rule of the past few years. We have outlived our boy- 
ishness, and are being welcomed as men with a well defined purpose, 
and that purpose in accord with the wishes of the Grand Army for 
the continuation of the principles, objects and memories which 
unite them in fraternal bond Department Commander Derby is a 


staunch friend of the Sons, and has in many ways ac s the 
consideration that it would ill became us to’ ask, but given gratuit- 
ously, furnishes further evidence that we are not wor n vain. 


Acting upon a suggestion promulgated in a division order, Comman- 
der Derby recommended the appointment by each post of a visiting 
committee, whose duty it should be to visit the meetings of the 
local camp, thereby keeping the Posts and Camps in touch and fur- 
nishing an avenue of official communication between the two bodies. 
In this connection I would suggest in cases where camps have re- 
ceived no notice of appointment of such a committee, that such 
committee be asked by the camp. 

The benefits of regular visits from comrades of the Grand Army 
are manifest. A committee of live is suggested in order that the 
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duties may not become burdensome upon any one comrade, as well 
as to make it possible for at least one member of the committee to 
be present at nearly all meetings of the Camps. 

Finally, it may be said that we have gained much in our relations 
with the Grand Army. They have an increasing confidence in our 
organization, and are becoming more and mor sured of our abil- 
ity as worthy custodians of the heritage which their sacrifices on 
many bloody fields made possible. i 

I would recommend (No. 3) that by resolutions this encampment 
suggest to the Grand Army of the Republic, through their Depart- 
ment officers, the advisability of the appointment of visiting com- 
mittees consisting of five or more comrades, by all Posts located in 
places where there are Camps, for the purpose of visiting the camp 
meetings and reporting to the Post Commander on matte pertain- 
ing to the two organizations. I would also suggest that the advisa- 
bility of making this committee a constitutional committee and a 
permanent vehicle of official communication between Post and 
‘Camp be considered in the resolutions. 


DECISIONS, 


The commander is called upon to decide questions relative to our 
epaemeubonal law many times during a term of service. Some of 
ee eo eLS) are perplexing and are generally brought about by ex- 
Seige Rae pondibions surrounding a particular case but fully three- 
Spinicn of 1e quest ions upon which a commander is i ked to pa 
ene pate fine wered explicitly in the Constitution, Rules and Reg- 
Biotin, and the frequency of such questions indicates that many 
es hese ollcets are not as familar with our sinall book of laws 
sigan t an. end position in the camp would indicate that they 
dscisigned he Judge Advocate has been ct Hed upon to render 
aan matin Wo cases where the circumstances were so uncommon 
very Ae ss deal of investigation and careful consideration. 
shoita pene r of the order, especially every oflicer of a camp, 
itone es himself with the Constitution, Rules and Regu- 
Gomera oy keeping in touch with the enactments of the 
the ae ery-int-Chief he is as well qualified to interpret the law of 
Comman des ptin excep fional cases, as the Judge Advocate or 
order on SHE “A clos knowledge of the fundamental law of our 
ois he part of our camp oflicers would materially lessen the 

respondence at headquarters. 


WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, LADIES SOCTETIES, AND 
DAUGHTERS OF V . 


The T ¢ ’ rer) 
Vena Relief Corps, th id the Daughters of 
ciples andrei punes organizations with practically the same prin- 
that many ee ‘ They differ chiefly in method. Iam well aware 
DOsinon epaty srothers on this floor today will not agree with the 
ehigss Due ese trained to take in regard to these kindred soci- 
sither BGs ke from. honest motiyes and from no ill will toy 

Tho Wonton ged. in so noble a labor of loye : 
flies Grand Auk eee Corps bes mea necessity as an au siliary to 
Fcc Hitine sae ig the tepublic. The Sons of Veterans have yet 
epzencn caer int w here an auxiliary is a necessity, though in some 
holds good lene auxiliary is of much assistance. The argument still 
with the sondiG our meedsin this direction are not to be compared 
With ite aympatietic ibe Grand Sry when the Relief Corps came 
they have sinee aehieyen Te strength and commenced the great work 


Multiplication of societies with so similar purposes does not in- 


REPORT OF DIVISION COMMANDER, 11 


erease the working strength of either. The Relief Corps is firmly 
established. The Ladies’ Aid and Daughters of Veterans are strug- 
gling for a foundation upou which to permanently build, The Re- 
lief Corps is open to any loyal lady of good character. Membership 
in the other two is somewhat restricted. 

The Relief Corps, while not an auxiliary of the Camp, is in hearty 
sympathy with it and has been of material assistance to us in innu- 
merable ways. The Ladies’ Aid and the Daughters have also been 
F value in individual cases, but their organizations lack the substan- 
tial permanency which we have learned to accord to the Relief 
‘orps—a vital point in the success of any society,“ In Union there 
is strength,” and it ismy firm belief that all auxiliaries of the Post 
and Camp should be consolidated into one organization and simplify 
re work as much as possible. A committee was appointed by the 
Jast encampment to investigate this same matter, but at this writing 
heir report has not been made, TL would therefore recommenc 
(No. 4); that our efforts looking toward the consolidation of the 
Ladies’ Aid and the Daughters of Veterans with the Woman’s Re- 
lief Corps be continued, and that a committee of three be named by 
this npment to continue the work already inaugurated by your 
committee appointed a year ago, 


° 


FLAG FUND. 


The Flag Fund, amounting to 4. turned over by the preced- 
ing administration has been augmented by donations during the past 
year, amounting to 50, Although it was the original intention to 
purchase a stand of colors if suficient funds were forthcoming, it is 
my opinion that we have nearly reached the high water mark with 
the fund. As a division, we haye but little occasion to use a com- 
plete stand of colors, and while it,would be a nice thing to have in 
many cases, still it seems more of a luxury than a necessity. The 
beautiful national emblem presented to the encampment to-day i 
suflicient for present requirements and L would recommend, (N: 
that the balance remaining in the Flag Fund, amounting to $: 
transferred to the Dormitory Fund and placed at the disposal of the 
Dormitory committee. 


ISOLATED CAMPS. 


Many of our camps are so located that fraternal visitations to and 
from other camps are almost impossible. Such camps have to de- 
yend entirely upon their own enthusiasm for the encouragement to 
keep them alive. | Many of our most enthus: ic members belong to 
such camps and it is through the devotion of such to the principles 
of our foundation, that the camps are kept in line with any sem- 
blance of life and activity. Too much praise cannot be bestowed up- 
on these members for the work they are accomplishing every year. 
To those of us who are more fortunately located and know what 
to enjoy the fraternal intercourse and good fellowship of occasional 
visitations from neighboring camps, 1t 1 difficult matter to realize 
what the cost is to some of our brothers in the way of personal indi- 
vidual exertion, in order to keep alive interest and enthusiasm 
enough to keep the camp they love and liv for, on the rolls of the 
Division. It is my opinion that an appropriation for the purpose of 
investigation and assistance to some of our weaker camps would be 
money well invested. I would recommend (No. 6) that an appropria- 
tion of $100 be made, to be used under the direction of the Com- 
mander, Senior and Junior Vice Commanders, in rendering such as- 
sistance to our weak camps as may seem for the best interest of the 
Order. 
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RITUAL. 


The three degree ritual now in use is, and is not all right. In our 
larger and more progressive camps who have the paraphernalia and 
members to work the degrees, there is but minor objection to our 
present ritual. In the smaller camps, in outlying distr the de- 
gree work appears an insurmountable barrier, over which the camps 
are unable to suc ully land the recruit. Iam convinced thatin 
many places the new ritual has effectually stopped the work of re- 
cruiting, Robbed of the spectacular effects yronneedl by proper par- 
aphernalia and a degree team to properly interpret and execute the 
work, the degrees are uninviting and non-productive of the striking 
lessons intended to be conveyed. Many camps find it utterly impos- 
sible to work the degrees in the long form, and when it becomes 
necessary for a recruit to spend two or three evenings in a cold ante- 
reem before he is allowed his seat in the camp room, his devotion to 

te principles of our order and the memory of his father’s achieve- 
ments, is truly of the 18 ke quality, if he appears at subsequent 
Peeing of the camp, of his own violition. I would recommend 
6 E 7) tl P our representatives to the next encunypment of the 

ommandery-in-Chief be instructed to use their utmost endeavors 
CaS a re m of at least the short forms of our present 
TvOELEA et at the discretion of the camp, the degrees may all be 
evening ort le recruit may be admitted to full membership in one 
areas upon taking a proper obligation and receiving suitable lec- 
1 RTA UaLOLy of our principles na objects. a 0 be more explicit 
mae x nee se the abolition of the short form of the degree of Loy- 
Teeeiee Me oes creation of a single degree, embodying the gener 1 
den e ra 8 and obligations of the present three degrees in a con 
ofthe reelaeed An order that camps, not pos ng the paraphernalia 
to full ree degree tem, can at their discretion, admit a recruit 

tll membership at one meeting. (Applause). 


SOLDIERS’ ILOME DORMITORY. 


sion to, i 
in the right 
ciple of Charity is 
fete se and I speak advisedly when I use the term, of our camps 
when fully sssmnent voted was an imposition, but in all cases 
served Bastice ined it has met and received the approval it de- 
net astitaat a es accomplishing a great work for the Old Soldier, the 
ridding our roll performed a valuable service for the Division, in 
tied Be ihe zo of much of the ‘dead wood” that was being car- 
Somntine Peta e aoe quarter to quarter, under the illusion t 
sufiGiont ecules qe im and distant future it might be possible to make 
sary Siflise ao tons to keep these inen on the rolls. It became nec- 
Hon to tke pee the assessment on ali these delinquents in addi- 
Ge aaa ar Det capita rate, or make a wholesale uspension 
ere ne. rbers. : he pickets on guard performed the duty for 
en they were posted, with the result that the ‘‘dead line of sus- 

S_ was strewn with the debris of the deadly fire, leaving us 

ed numerica strength but an increased working for 

s smentis due in large measure the evident loss in our 
total membership for the year. 
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REPOR 


This ; ssment, as will be seen by reference to the report of the 
Commission, was used directly to furnish the large dormitory in 


Horace Binne ent Tall at the X achusetts Soldiers’ Home. 
The furnishings include all beds, bedding, furniture, ete., in the 
Dormitory, which as a matter of fact, are the property of the Divis- 
ion. The immediate outlay for furnishings w ind this invest- 
ment is to-day contributing comfort to the declining years of thirty- 
three comrades of our fathers who in the dark days of °61-°65 per- 
formed their duty at a time when duty and death were oftim yn- 
onymous terms. The enterprise of our Diyision in engaging in so 
practical and permanent work, has met with most favorable com- 
ment and consideration, not only in M chusetts but las attracted 
attention to our organization in the ranks of the Grand Army of the 
Republic abroad as well. 

T most cheerfully concur in the recommendation of the committee 
for an annual appropriation to this noble cause. 


TERM OF COMMANDER, 


After an experience of a year in coumaand of this Division, I am 
somewhat of the opinion that to reap the most permanent benetit 
from careful administrative experience, the term of office of Com- 
mander should be lengthened by at least one year. In the event of 
the establishment of permanent headquarters, the time of the Con- 
mander could be devoted almost entirely as the administrative ofli- 
cer. It takes the first year to “learn the ropes” and under our 
present custom our commanding oflicers are many times relegated 
to the “House of Lords” just at a time when their services, would 
be of the most substantial value to the Division in the administra- 
tion of its affairs. Limake no recommendation as to this proposition, 
but am content to leave it as a suggestion that may require our 
future consideration. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


In addition to recommendations already embodied in -this report, 
T would recommend (No. 8) that the usual appropriation of $100 be 
made for clerical services to the Division Commander. 

The appropriation for the Andersonville Flag Fund which was re- 
duced to st year, seems to be an adequate one as our propor- 
tionate share in this work. I would therefore recommend (No. 9,) 
that be appropriated and paid to the Quartermaster-General of 
the Grand Army of the Republic for the Southern flag fund, 


EN 


MPMED 


In accordance with a vote of the last encampment, the experiment 
of a one-day encampment is being tried this year. It is my impress- 
ion that the experience of the present time will of itself prove the 


unde lity of the experiment being continued in. the future. 
Aside from crowding much work into a short space of time, and hur- 
rying forward important committee work in order to get through 


with the business in one day, we are losing sight entirely of the fra- 
ternal and social features, which in my opinion are of incalculable 
benefit at our annual gatherings. Under the present system every- 
thing ison the rush. We hurry to get here, we hurry to do the bus- 
iness, and we hurry to home again. We have gained none of the 
benefit. to be derived from a social hour spent around the table of 
good cheer and that interchange of thought and brotherly love 
which should be one of the foundation blocks of our faith. 
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In this connection I would recommend (No, 10), that we return to 
the system of two day encampments, and that a Division banquet be 
held on the evening of the first days’ session. (Applause.) 

In many ways, our encampments, held at the same time and place 
as the Department of Mass. Grand Army of the Republic, would 
prove of benefit to ouro nization. Courtesies would be exchanged 
between the two bodies in simultaneous session. and much would be 
accomplished in the way of recognition from the parent organiza- 
tion toward our order, and [ believe that we should embrace every 
such opportunity. There is a feeling in the Grand Arm that we 
should meet simultaneously and I would recommend (> 11), that 
in the future the encampment of the Massachusetts Division be 
held at the same place and on same date as the Grand Army of the 

tepublic Department Encampment. (Applause.) 


CONCLUSION. 


I would indeed be derelict in my duty to my brother man, if I did 
not say a word of appreciation of the services of my co-workers @ur- 
ing the year. Time forbids a detailed recognition of the many acts 
for which I am indebted to every member of mv_ oflicial family 
Senior Vice Commander Williamson and Junior Vice Commander 
Cook, have been weighed and not found wanting, and their work of 
the past year is a repetition of what their former services have been 
to the Division. Chaplain Howard, Surgeon Tilden, Musterir r Ofli- 
cer Illingworth, and Judge Advocate Lounsbury have each per- 
formed their whole duty with ability and promptness. Inspector 
Tuttle, on account of an unfortunate fire consuming his oflice effects 
ata time when reports of the different inspections were nearly ready 
to mail, has had double duty to perform. He has met the exigencies 
of the case manfully and willingly, and his report being too late to 
get in type will be read to you to-day. The thanks of the Division 
are due the Inspector for his untiring efforts under adverse cireum- 
stances. = x 
wo Adjatant Peck, Iam indebted for a very careful and painstak- 
ing administration, and my gratitude to him and Quartermaster 
Woodward, cannot be expressed in words. Sergeant Major Fish and 
Quartermaster Sergeant Stewart have also been of great assistance 
In assisting many times in the routine work at headquarte , 
tude every member of my official family I wish to express my grati- 
titvos OU ube kindly support and consideration accorded me at all 
yond the: it is with the assurance that my heart is impressed be- 
suctes ne 1 of my language to express, that I wish them all the 
WOURGETIAES years to come that their loyalty and devotion to the 

Finall the past year indicates they are entitled. By rece , 

~¢ nally, my brothers, I shall lay down the responsibilities of which 
your suffrages made me keeper, with the desire that our Friendship 
may never fade; that the mantle of Charity may ba thrown over the 
shortcomings of the past; and that the Lo’ 
ously shown me as your D on Commander may be still extended 
toward me as an humble worker again in the ranks. (Applause.) 


Fraternally yours, 


H. D. Stsson, 
D 


vision Commander. 


alty you have so gener- 


ee ert ge ee ¢ 


| 
| 
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REPORT OF TILE SENIOR VICE COMMANDER. 


SI EALQUARTERS Mass. Diy., SONS OF VETERANS. 
f] OFFICE OF SEN. VICE Div. COMMANDER. 


Canton, FER, 6, 1897. 


To D. M. Peck, 
Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, 


Dear Sir and Brother: In accordance with the general custom 
and the rules and regulations of the order, [ have the honor to sub- 
mit my report as Senior Vice Division Commander for the term end- 
ing Feb. zzd, 1807. 

‘As this is no exception to previous years and as the position which 
Thave had the honor to fill calls for no extended report, I shall of 
necessity follow the usual custom and render a somewhat abbrevi- 
ated one. Ate naeis 

My work for this Division ‘he past year has not been up to the 
standard of excellence which T could wish to make, owing to the 
fact that I he been seriously hampered by business relations. 
Only by the urgent requests of many brothers of the Division have 
T consented to hold the position which was so unanimously accorded 
me, and what I have accomplished in past years must to some ex- 
tent atone for what I have seemingly neglected. 

The extent of my work, with the exception of attending numerous 
camp fires and camp anniversaries, has been to must ay S. I. Stone 
Camp, No. 100, of Walpole, and to fulfill such other gnments as 
the Division Commander has seen fit to make to me. 

In closing this report I realize the fact that I am about ;to sever 
my connections with the active workers of the Mass. Div sion and 
return to the ik and file, but in so doing I feel that 1 have fully 
met the reasonable expectations of my associutes and retire content. 
Eleven years of active service have endeared the work of the Mass. 
Division to me, and while I say IT am content, there yet lingers a 
feeling of sorrow and regret that 1 must part from the friendship 
and brotherly love of those whom I have known so well and whose 
memory is so dear to me. Throv ou, to Diy. Com. Sisson I ex- 
tend my hearty thanks and appr tion for his many kindnesses, 
and to yourself and Q. M. Woodward the me. To the brothers 
who have.so ably assisted me and who have seen fit to promote me, 
IT extend my sincere thanks and wish them prosperity and God- 
speed. Again I thank you all and bid you all success in the work 
for which we are so strongly and so nobly bound together. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
H. FRANK WILLIAMSON, ‘ 
Senior Vice Division Commander. 


REPORT OF THE JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER. 
MELROSE, FEB.1, ©. 
To H. D. Sisson, 
Commander Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans. 


I have the honor to submit my report as Junior Vice Commaader 
for the term ending Feb. 22, 1897. When I was elected to th.: hon- 
orable position, I realized something of the responsibility that came 


16. PROCEEDINGS OF THE FI 


ENTI ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, 


with it, and Thave endeavored to the best of my ability to fulfill 
every duty as it came to me. One of the pleasant features of the 


year has been attending anniversaries of the Post, W. RR. C. 
and campfires, entertainments, ete. I have traveled 832. miles 
in doing tl pleasant duty, but IT have always been received 
with umversal courtesy and so hospitably entertained that [ felt 
that the time and money was well expended, 

Thave received and answered upwards of 300 letters, and haye ac- 
cepted all invitations from Camps, Posts and W. R. C. where it was 
pesstble for me to do so. 

I have endeavored to perform all the duties assigned to me inan 
upright and conscientious manner, and to represent the Ma hhu- 
setts Division with dignity and in a creditable manner, 

As you will see by the Mustering Oflcer’s report, I have mustered 
one camp. I expected to muster more, as I had some under way 
BN year, but owing to the extreme hard times, it was impossible to 
do so, 

But now as the sun of prosperity is risen and Comrade William 
McKinley will soon beat the helm,when we can look for good times; 
then we can muster new camps and recruit the old ones. 

T take this opportunity, Mr. Commander, to extend to you my sin- 
cere thanks for your kindly consideration of my services and to con- 
sratulate you on the good work that has been accomplished in the 
past year and to wish you every success in the future. 

Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
Onanae H. Coon, 
Junior View Commander, 


ADJUTANT’S REPORT. 
PITTSFIELD, PER 


Harry, D. Sisson, 
Commander Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. 
Sir and Brothe 
the transacti 
the nume 
fa ts, 
wine reports of the several Division Officers are transmitted here- 
On December 31, 1895, the standing of the Division was 143 camps, 

w ith 4474 menibers, 

Pein the quarter ending March 3 , 1896, there were 141 camps, with 
aH members,—a loss of two camps and 191 members. ones 
for the quarter ending June 30, 1896, there were 135 camps, with 

4530 members, —a loss of camps and 43 members. 
oho the quarter ending 

oat members, a gain of four camps and a loss of nine members. 

2 or the quarter ending December 31, 1896, there were 136 camps, 
with 4132 members,—a loss of three camps and 89 members. A net 
loss of seven camps and loss of membe 


The following is a statement of the gains ‘and losses from Dee. 31, 
1895, to Dee. 31, 1896: 7; 


—I have the honor to submit to you a report of 
hions of the Adjutant’s Department, also statements of 
val strength of the Division, together with other tabular 


ept. 30, 1896, there were 139 camps, with 


ADJUTANT’S REPORT. Li 


Number in good standing by Adjutant’s CAMPS. MEMBERS. 


consolidated report, December 31, 1896. AATA 
GAINS. 

By muster, 5 

3y transfer, 

By reinstatement, 3 

Aggregate, Bl 

LOSS 

By disbandment, 11 

By death, . 

By honorable discharge, 

By transfer, S4 

By suspension, 4 Wit 15 1458 

No. in good standing Dec, 31, 1896, 136 4132 


Comparing this statement of the gains and losses for 1896 with the 
same table for 1895, you will discover that our loss from suspension 
was 17 less. This result was a surprise, as 1 had been laboring under 
the idea that our greatest loss would be by suspension, as compared 
with previous years. But this recapitulation will illustrate that our 
Joss this year is due principally to the inability of camps to gain by 
ruiting new members, 


DISBANDMENT OF CAMPS. 
iuups have surrendered their charters during the 


The following 
ear: 
si Camp No. 51, Warren. 
“ 100, West Newton, 


“ “417, Hanover, 
“ af >, Lowell, 

“ «16, Somerville. 
“ “12, Oxford. 

“ «86, Stoneham. 
“ “112, Walton, 

Re «69, Pembroke. 
“ “ 148, Bourne. 


The charter of Camp 31 has been reyoked by the Commander-in- 
Chief, upon recommendation of the Division Commander. 


RECORDS, BOOKS, ETC. 


The different books required in the Adjutant’s Department have 
been properly kept, and are complete as regards the reports, rec- 
ords, ete., for 1896, _ i a 

It was my intention at the time [ assumed the duties of Adjutant 
to attempt the correction and revision of the Register of Members, 
as recommended by the Adjutant in his report to the Commander at 
the convention Feb, 22d, 1896, and referred to you with power to 
act. _L realized, however, upon examining the old Pemistery that it 
would require an enormous amount of labor to compile a new one 
that would be satisfactory to myself and to the Division, therefore 
I concluded to refer the matter to you and suggest that you again 
bring the subject to the attention of the delegates at Worcester. 
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DOCUMENTS ISSUED. 

There have been issued 10 division orders, 5 general orders, 4 cir- 
culars and 32 special orders. 
ions have been issued to the number of 73. Transfer 
ned to members of disbanded camps. 

There were entered and forwarded to the proper persons 469 com- 
missions, e were Division Staff officers and 460 for the commis- 
sioned oflicers of camps. 

The total number, of pieces of mail matter addressed and for- 
warded y 4878, which containing an average of five orders, blanks, 
ete., each, would show a grand total of 24,390 documents issued from 
these headquarters, indicating the constant increase of work which 
falls to the Adjutant to perform, 


cards were i 


QUARTERLY REPORTS. 

The Camp officers as a general rule are to be praised for the cor- 
rectness, also the prompt manner of nding in their reports. About 
10 per cent. of the Captains of camps have. been very negligent in 
regard to mstructions which they have received on many occasions, 
in regard to the comparison of their First and Quartermaster Ser- 
geunv's reports, and have sent them in when they did not agree 
with each other, thereby necessitating considerable correspondence 
and delay. It is hoped, however, that a constant reminder of these 
eects will eventually result in obtaining correct reports from each 

camp. 


MEMBERSHIP GAINS. 


The following camps have made a net gain of five or more from 
Dee. Bist, 1895, to Dec. 31st, 1896: 


Camp. MEMBERS. CAMP. MrMBERS. 

2—Worcester, 28 24—Gloucester, uf 
108—Pittsfield, 22 67—A bington, Hf 

—Athol, 18 79—Melrose, uh 
11—W hitman, 3 ue 
66—W oburn, 18 7 
8—Salem, 10 6 

—Tudson, 9 5 

—Charlestowu, 9 —Watertown, 5 
96—Boston, 9 113—Groton, 5 
17—Brockton, 8 128—Fayville, a 
88—Scituate, 8 


Camp 108 in three months made a gain of 30 members. , 
The following camps have lost more than 10 members during the 
year: ‘ 


Camp. MEMBERS. CAMP. MEMBERS. 

—Fitchburg, 31 145—Boston, d4 
78—Lowell, 20 47—Canton, 13 
21—Lowrence, 19 53—Orange, 3 

— Worcester, 16 111—Andover, 18 
2—Webster, 15 Sew Bedford, 12 
41—Waltham, 15 12 
99—Shelburne Falls, 15 


Net GAINS AND Los 


acH CAMP IN Goop STANDING FRom, 


DrcED 805, TO DECEMBER 31, 1896. 
Camv! Gary} Loss ||Camr} Gary! Loss| Camp|Gatx| Loss} CAmp/GAIN| Loss 
e | | 
| i] 
1 2 + | | 6 
2 | 28 | 8 
3 5 2 | 13 
4 1 5 |) 
5 9 7 lh 1 4 
6 8 \ 8 
7 4 a |i 7 
| i] n 
10 1 5 
iB fh ad 1 
13 13 2 
7 6 
fy U 2 
3 | 6 
Ss 38 1 1 
3 13° || 8 
7 1 ot 2 
1 5 
19 5 
10 | 
2 
7 2 a 5 
16 4 
10 | 9 
2 | 4 
31 9 | 
5 
9 2 
15 4 
9 | 2 5 
3 8 it 
12 a || i 14 
2 1 | + 10 
6 22 
| 
The above table will show that 46 camps have gained; 75 camps 


have lost. 

Nor 
above list. 

Commander and Brothers: In closing, I wish to thank you all for 
the courtesy shown me. I have endeavored to fill the office of Ad- 
jutant to the best of my ability and sincerely hope my efforts have 
met-the approval of all my associates. 

Commander: I submit through you to the delegates of this En- 
campment. this tement of the doings of the Adjutant’s Depart+ 
ment for the year 1896, 

Respectfully in F.C. & L., 


Camps suspended and new camps are not included in the 


Adjutant, 
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REPORT OF DIVISION QUATERMASTER. 
PrrrsriELp, Feb. 15, 1897. 
Harry D. Stsson, Commander Massachusetts Division Sons of Vet» 
erans, U. A. 


Dear Sir and Bro.:—I have the honor to submit : 
financial transactions 
year ending Februa 

I received from } 
$16.00 for the D 
respectively, 
Cash, total amount received, 


Total, 
Cash, total amount paid, 


report of the 
of the Quartermasters Departinent for the 
2, 1897. 


m Flag Fund and Soldiers’ Tome Acc 


unts 


Balance on hand, 
Also amount of supplies on hand, cost figures, 
Division property, 
The receipts have been as follows: 
Cash, received from Past Col. Fred E. Bolton, 
: soe for per capita tax, 


“ 


oe 4 
Supplies, 

a is “ Charter Fees, ' 

“ ze “ Transfers and Honorable Discharges, 

“ i “ Dormitory Account, 


“ Division Mag Fund, 


EXPENDITURES: 
Paid for per capita tax, 
- Me eRenlG 
harters, 
a = Exp’s of Division Com. to Nat. Encampment, 
: Headquarters at‘ i 


fs # be “ee “e 
4 Ay iL. on Council Meeting, 
¥e) Lek Be partment, 
HMA WH Mustering Officers, ‘ 
ae Che . Inspecting Headquarters, A 
ee ‘Travelir Commander and Staff, 
ae iit Senior Vice Div. Com,, 
A. J. Burbank, Q. M. General G. A. R. for : 

eh es Andersonville Flag Fund, 25 00 
nae Printing, + 72 38 
0 & Salary of Adjutant, 100 00 
ciate be Quartermaster, 100 00 
wee Clerical services, 100 00 
 f. Postage, express and telegrams, 175 4 

“* Office expenses, 110 82 
ee “furniture, 139 50 
«ess Dormitory, 808 30 
«Colors, 7D 00 
“On Ace’t. of Fourteenth Annual Encampment, 24 44 
“« “" Estimated Expenses of this Encampment, 75 00 


$3,595 34 


t Col. Fred BE. Bolton, including $67.44 and‘ 
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Amount re ved for supplies, p $458 06 
Inventory of supplies on hand, cost figures, not includ- 
ing supplies for use wt headquarters, 


Total, i 
Inventory of supplies received from Past Col, Fred E, 
Bolton, cost figures, 146 00 
Amount paid to R. Loebenstein for supplies, 


$581 56 


Total, 

Net protit, 
Numl of orders sent to Quartermaster General, 
Requisitions filled, 296 
Camp packets tilled, a 


Amount received for Dormitory 
ferred from Soldiers’ Tome Relief I 
Amount paid, 


vecount, including $16.00 trans- 
und, ; 2 


Amount on hand, , - , 
Amount rec. from Thos. J. Tannon for Diy. Flag Fund, 


AMOUNTS CONTRIBUTED: 


Camp 53, 2 50 
ee 2 00 
« 66 3.00 
a a 1 00 
“37 1 00 
Total, S77 44 
Paid for Colors, 75 00 
Amount on hand, $2 44 
A COMPARATIVE STATEM ENT OF TITE DIVISION ASSETS. 
1896 1997 
Total amount of cash on hand, 
a oo ** supplies, 
6 ae “furniture, estimated value 
$100.00, cash value, 11 50 
Colors, 


$1,306 87 
Total 1896, 


Increase, 


ts 
Division. 

In conclusion, Commander, I wish to thank you and all brothers 
with whom I have had dealings for the kindness, the synipathy and 
the help that has been extended to me and which has made the work 
in this department a pleasure. 

I submit this report to you and the delegates at this convention 
and hope it will meet with your approyal. 

Respectfully in F. C. and L., 
LB. F. Woopwarp, Division Quartermaster. 
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REPORT OF DIVISION CHAPLAIN. 


MELROSE, FEB. 4, 1807. 


Don. M. PecK, 
Adjutant Mass. Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. Ay 


Dear Sir and Brother: I have the hanor to submit my report as 
Division Chaplain for the current year ending Feb, 22, 1897. 

Did the data at hand make it possible for me to do so, L should 
prefer showing a substantial increase in membership throughout 
the Division, —an evidence of increased loyalty to. the memory of 
our * Country’s Saviors,” both the dead and the living, and a just 
appreciation of our privileges and the sacred trust committed to us 2 
Sons of Veterans. . 

But it is the duty of this office to treat with all seriousnes 


and 


se 1n 
rmore 


anc privileges such as are ours, are prized when- 
responsibilities are imposed. P 
stics show us that in a few short years the last wearer of the 
blue will have pitched his tent on the tented plains beyond. Then 
that which to-day with us is rudimentary, formative, preparative, 
will be the reality, the completed. 3 

A better history is to be made by us, a grander work is to be 
wrought out by us, when we who are s”’ now shall then be 
“ Veterans” ina cherished memory of our father’s patriotism anda 
holy zeal for the priceless heritage by them bequeathed us. 

Most of the camps in the Division made prompt and full reports 
according to the requirements of this oflice. In only two instances 
were the reports improperly made up and attested. f 

There is a commendable realization of the importance of the 
Chaplains’ reports, by most of the camps. ° 

It was with a feeling of just pride that the consolidated report as 
forwarded to the Chaplain-in-Chief was one of the very first re- 
ceived. 

Too great emphasis cannot, however, be laid upon this fact: That 
the Sons of Veterans scrape granite and touch earth on two days 
only in each year,—Memonial Sunday and Memorial Day, | These are 
our red letter days, days of influence and helpfulness. Captains of 
camps should require every brother to be in attendance the first day 
and in line on the latter. 

Camp rank in inspection should depend to quite an extent upon 
the observance of these two days. boty 

We should hail with delight’ the increased observance of Union 
Defenders’ Day. ‘The last report showed that 36 camps observed it. 
This report was 57 camps. bs ‘ 

The following is the tabulated report. which was forwarded 
through the Division Headquarters to the Chaplain-in-Chietf: 
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Total number of c:unps in Division, 
aa eS et reporting, 
not reporting, 
* brothers belonging to camps, 
re me ot ii in hne Memorial Day, ‘ 
armed and in line Memoria 
uniformed, —** oe 


Did camp furnish tlring squad ? 


“ “ “ “ 


s 
attending services Memorial Sunday, 
camps observing Union Defenders’ Day, 


Deaths in camps during last 12 months, . 


Number of addresses delivered by Sons of Vete 
be * brothers 


Number of funerals attended by camps ma body, . i G. A, 


§G.A.R. None 
1 Sof V.12 


“burials conducted by camps, 
§ Form A 7 
{Bas 
In conclusion I wish to tender to Commander Sisson and Adju- 
tant Peck my sincere thanks for the uniform courtesy and kindness 
extended this office by and through them. 
Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
Gro. N. Howarp, A 
Division Chaplain. 


REPORT OF MUSTERING OF#ICER. 


Norri ApAms, Mass., Fs. 8, 1897. 


D. M. PI ce, Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, 
U.S. A. 


Sir and Brother :—I_ have the honor to submit my report as Mus- 
tering Officer of the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. 

The following camps were mustered during the year: 

March 13, 1896. Charles Russell Lowell Camp 51, Boston; 17 char- 
ter members, mustered by Jr. V. Division Commander Orange H. 
Cook. A os 

April 11, 1896. S, E. Ston amp 100, Walpole; 23 charter mem- 
bers, mustered by Sr. V. Division Commander f1. Frank Williamson. 

July 21, 1896. Rollin C. Ward Camp 121, Northfield ; 22 charter 
members, mustered by Mustering Officer F. §. Illingworth. 

December 28, 1896, R. W. Lyman Camp 105, Belchertow1 
charter members, mustered by Division Commander H. D. Sisson. 

January 7, 1897. Albert Prince Camp 112, Oxford; 17 charter 
members, mustered _by Past Capt. Fred R. Kingsbury. 

Total Camps, 5. Members, 94. 

An effort to secure the assistance of the Grand Army in organizing 
camps, was made early in the year. To this end, circular letters 
were mailed to all Post Commanders of places where no cam 
existed, calling their attention to the order, its objects and princi- 


Did camp use Memorial Service, 


15 


les. 
1 While the results may not have been as large as was expected, we 
should feel grateful for the recognition and encouragement received 
from this order. | 
Their interest in the Sons of Veterans is steadily increasing as the 
years succeed each other. And any Post that assists in organizing 
a& camp as an auxiliary, cannot help but feel interested in its work 
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and proud of its growth and achievements, while the camp has frony 
its existence, what many an older camp has labored for years to 
attain. 4 

To all Brothers who haye so kindly assisted in the work of this 
department, I wish to return my sincere thanks. 

As it is customary for the retiring oflicer to lookout for the finan- 
cial interests of his successor, I submit the following recommenda- 
tion: That the sum of flfty dollars be appropriated for the work.of 
the Mustering Officer’s Department. . 

Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
FF. S. InLiInaworrn, 
Division Mustering Officer. 


REPORT OF DIVISION SURGEON. 
ARLINGTON, Feb. 20, 1897. 
Dz A RCE Adjutant Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, 


Sir and Brother :—I have the honor to submit the following report 
for the term ending Feb. 21, 1897. 

Reports have been received from all Camps, with two exceptions, 
namely : Camp 15, Springfleld, and Camp 137, Brookfield. I regret 
that the negligence of the officers of these two Camps prevented a 
complete report being flled with the Surgeon General, particularly 
as every possible opportunity was afforded them to do so. 

Of the 135 reports received, 66 per cent. were incorrect and were 
returned for correction. Thirty-six per cent of the Camps reporting, 
did not do so within the specifled time, which necessitated unneces- 
sary correspondence, and shows conclusively the careless and indif- 
ferent manner the Captains of these Camps attend to this portion of 
their duties. I am strongly tempted to publish the names of the 
delinquents, but refrain from doing so with a hope that some 
improvement will be made in the future. The absolute dis regard 
manifested in the performance of duties seems to call for a stricter 
discipline and authovty to suspend negligent oflicials from office 
should be enforced for failure to forward reports of whatsoever 
character pertaining to the work of the Order. Inexcusable errors 
through sheer neglect should no longer be tolerated. 3 

The following table presents the consolidated returns of this 
department :— 


Number of members mustered (including charter members), 10,544 


r , 
1. Number of members in good standing, 4,155: 
3 ee Pan aa mustered since last report, 505 

o in State Militia, 198 

ie “U.S. Army, 0 
i) 3 i Navy, 3 
6. of G. A. R, members, 76 
7. Total number of drilled men, 1,260 
s Number of members able to bear arms, 3,893" 


9. ‘ over 45 years of age. 
10. Age of oldest member, a 
11. Average age of all members, 
12. Number of widowers, 

“ “ 


3. married members, 
14. ae “unmarried members, 
15. 7 “* deaths within one year, 
16. i B cases of sickness during the year, 
skye “* injuries during the year, 
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) From sickness, 
: * |) From injury, 
funeral benefits, 


1s. Total number of weeks disability 


19. Number of Camps paying 


Average amounts, . 24.75 per 
20. Number of Camps paying sick benetits, 
Average amount, 2.89 per cent. 
: ved 


Number of Camps 


¢ in regular drill, 27 
members fore z 


ae “clergymen, 

i “physicians, 

* “dentists, 

“ “ < 

s at and draughtsmen, 
“- “musicians, 

i “merchants, 

es “salesmen, 

co ee nd bookkeepers, 
“ “ ; 

« “ 

“ ‘ 

vs «miner 


se “skilled laborers, 
sf “ Jaborers, 
Miscellaneous, 
Nuinber of Camps in Division, 
= “ e reporting, 


Beyond the performance of the specified duties of my oflice, which 
T have not found to be arduous to any extent, it has been my privi- 
lege to visit at camp fires, installations, regular meetings, etc., some 
27 Camps of this Division, and the pleasure thus afforded has amply 
recompensed me for the time consumed. I am indebted to many 
Brothers for the courteous treatment rded me at all times and 
especially to Commander Sisson, and that galaxy of Brothers, some- 
times termed the ‘faded flowe 


a 
i 1 our Past Colonels, do I return 
my warmest thanks for kindly assistance and true fraternity during 


my term of service. ‘ 
Respectfully submitted in F, C.andL., | 
A. A, TILDEN, Division Surgeon. 
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Division oF MASSACHUSETTS, 
RANS, U.S. A. 


Woburn, Feb. 1, 1897. 
ApsuTANT Don. M. Peck, Pittsfield, Mass.: 


Dear Sir and Brother:—I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the oflice for the year 1896. 

‘wo matters were referred to the Judge Advocate, who rendered 
opinions as follows: 

In the matter of the amount of the ‘one year’s dues” which a 
member who had been dropped from a camp should pay thereto as a 


ADVOCATE 
Sons OF VETI 


OFFICE OF JUL 
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preliminary to reinstatement in another camp when the amount of 
the annual dues of a former camp has been changed since he was 
dropped,—opinion was rendered that the amount should be at the 
rate existing at the time the member was dropped. 

In the case of one who was a charter member of a cap, it appears 
that his father had enlisted and reported to the rendezvous at Lynn- 
field, and did military duty, but died before being actually mustered 
into the service of the United States. Bounty had been paid him, 
and his widow by Special Resolve of the Genéral Court made eligi- 
ble to re ive State aid. Opmion was rendered on the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case, that the Brother was eligible. 

In addition the Judge Advocate has represented the Division at 
numerous camp f{ instillations, anniversaries and other gather- 
ings of the order, as well asot the Grand Army and afliliated organ- 
izations. . " 

Respectfully submitted, 
Epwarp I. Lovnsnury, 
Judge Advocate. 


MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, 8. OF V., U.S. A. 


OFFICE OF JUDGE ADVOC 


TE. 


Woncry, June J, 1896. 
COMMANDER Harry D. SIsson, 


Diuision of Massachusetts, S. of Vi, U. 8. 


a ait pa ani in receipt of your communication of 23d, May, 1896, re- 
avs 1 6 my ppinon asto the amount of the “one year’s dues” which 
sould be paid to a Camp by one who had been dropped therefrom, 
as @ preliminary to his reinstatement in another Camp, when the 
amount of the annual dues of the former Camp has been changed. 
Section 4 of Article LV of General Rules and Regulations provides 
an zoy member of a Camp who is one year in arrears of the pay- 
ma Ae a8 cues shall be dropped from the roll of membership, and 
t t e reinstated by any Camp upon the payment of one year’s dues 
oO ehe Camp which cropped him; and in the manner provided, ete. 
eee pppears to be the only cause for which a member may be 
ef re Ppec . He cannot be Gro for being in arrears of less than 
Tae GIS nor can he be legally carried on the books after he is 
autos orone year. Consquently when a man is dropped it is 
sii sous to saying that he is indebted to the Camp in a certain 
Weineriee a ze: s dues at the then existing rate, If, just previous to 
ury he seat » he had chosen to pay that sum into the Camp treas- 
ping he nals not have been dropped: oF; if immediately after drop- 
instated eae the same sum, he might have been thereupon re- 
of a Ghane at of another Camp, Is this amount to vary by reason 
its Gat a su bsequently made by the original Camp in amount. of 
faehe SOvINant Lthink not. There is no suggestion of a penalty 
simplysthineeens of the rule in point. ‘Che intention seems to be 
SHAIe ane ne applicant before seeking admission into a new Camp 
Teale oe timself on the books of the old. ‘Those books show him: 
Foxtlies CAR A Gertain definite sum. Now on the one hand itis unfair 
4h full z p to require it to balance the account for any less than 
efull amount of the debt merely because subsequent to the in- 
curring of the debt the Camp had chosen to tax the members a 
smaller annual sum; and on the other hand it is unfair to the appli- 
cant to require him to pay the former Camp a sum larger than_his 


debt merely because subsequent to its incurring, that Camp has 
chosen to increase the annnal dues. 


‘The facts of the case are brietly as follows: 
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In my opinion, then, the intention of the rules is that the applicant 
foradmission to a new Camp shall first square himself on the 
books of the old, by payment to the latter of the sum in which he is 
indebted, viz., one year’s dues measured by the rate prevailing at, or 
rather, just previous to his being dropped, 

f have the honor to be very respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant, 
Epwarp H. Lounsnury, 
Judge Advocate, 


A. 


ACIHUSETTS DIVISION SONS OF VETERANS, U. 


OF 


ICE OF JUDGE ADVOCATE, 


Worurn, Feb. 1, 1897. 


Oasr oF HENryY A, Osnor 
Frep W. Osborn 


Camp GI—EAsT BRIDGE 


Henry A. Osborne and Pred W. Osborne became charter members 
of Camp 61, basing their claim on the alleged service of their father, 
Peleg W. Osborne, who, as they said, enlisted m the 38th or 40th 
Regiment Infantry, M. V. M. It appears that he enlisted, as 
claimed, and reported at camp in Lynntield and did military duty 
but died some fifteen days thereafter, before being actually mustered 
into the service. It also claimed that the wife of Peleg was a holder 
of a U.S. pension, but there is no evidence of this as far as I have 
been able to discover, my inquiries at Washington eliciting no re- 
ply. It,is clear, however, that Mrs. Osborne was the recipient of 
State aid as will appear from the annexed copy of a Resolve of 
the General Court in her favor approved May 5, 1891. 


EXHIBIT A. 
SPECIAL AcT Or 1871—CHar. 43. 
RESOLVE IN FAyOR LYDIA P. OSBORNE. 


Resolved. That there be allowed to Lydia P. Osborne and child, 
state aid from and after January ist, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-one, to the same amount that they would have been 
entitled to receive if her husband had died while in the service of 
the United States. Approved May 5, 1871. 


Investigations at the Adjutant General's oflice at Boston do not 
reveal any service on the part of Peleg W. Chandler to the credit of 
the Commonwealth; and inquiries made at my request in the War 
Department at Washington had the same result, though his receipt 
of a bounty is corroborative evidence of his enlistment. 


Exurpir B. 
Boston, Oct. 5, 1896. 
Mr. EF. H. Lounsuury, 53 State Street, Boston, Mass. 

I regret to inform you that inquiry at Washington does not dis- 
close any service rendered by Peleg Osborne in the 40th Mass. Vol’s 
during the Rebellion, the only record being that of this oflice which 
shows that he received a town bounty from the Selectmen of East 
Bridgewater, Aug. 14, 1862. Respectfully, 

Wo. C. CAPELLS, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 
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The question then is simply this: 

Is one who enlisted in the army of those that volunteered to fight 
for the nation, who reported at the rendezvous for mus did mili- 
tary duty and died of disease contracted after enlistine but be- 
fore actual muster into the service of the United States, is such an 
one a “deceased soldier” within the meaning of Section | of Article 
5 Chapter 1 of the Constitution of the Sons of Veterans ? 

My answer is in the aflirmative. The courage and loyalty of such 
an one is not less than it would have been had he lived a few days 
later until he had been regularly mustered, and I believe that the ob- 
jects of the order and the true spirit of its principles are. best inter- 
preted by giving due credit to an enlistment like the one in question. 

Iam the more persuaded to this view by the fact that the le: 
lature showed by the resolve annexed that they believed the merits 
of the case to Stand upon a ground higher than that of a mere 
technical qualification. : 

Tt must be added, however, that the dangers of departing from 
she strict letter of the law are considerable, and that Captains and 
By Lustering oflicers should be careful to secure documentary evidence 
of title in every possible case, so that the exceptional case may 
clearly stand upon its individual merits. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Epwarp H. Lounsbury, 
Judge Advocate, 


REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 
30sTON, MaAss., Feb. 22, 1896, 


Tene first meeting of the Division Council wa alled at Faneuil 
cai H Boe -M., and organized, choosing Past Division Commander 
ne E. Bolton, chairman, and W. H. Brown, .clerk. Adjourned at 
BS WH. Brows, Clerk. 


Bosron, Mass., Aug. 21, 1896. 


The second meeting of the Division Council was held at American 
House at S P. M.; all members present. Books of Quartermaster 
Were audited to May 1st and found correct. 

, fe was voted that the sum of $35 be allowed each delegate who 

ferends National Encampment, the same to be paid upon his return 

40 aa Jon receipt of his bill, approved by Council. Adjourned at 
-15 PD. M. W. H. Brown, Clerk. 


Bosron, Mass., Noy. 5, 1896. 
Borne of Division Council at Faneuil Hall office at 2 P.M; 
Bolton and hompson present. Books of the Quartermaster were 
audited and found correet, with a balance on hand June 30 of 
; . S1,187 02 
Supplies, Te 
Division Property, 151 08 


30 25 
Quarter ending Sept. 30. Cash on hand, $1,143 45. 


H. S. Tuoseson, Acting Clerk. 


COMMISSION—SONS OF VETERANS’ DORMITORY. 29 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSION IN CHARGE OF THE SONS 
OF VETERANS DORMITORY OF THE SOLDIERS’ 
HOME IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


To the Members of the Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 


Brormers:—At the Fourteenth Annual Encampment of this Dit 
vision, held at Boston, Feb, 21-22, 1896, it was Vorep to adopt the 
recommendations contained in the report of Division Commander 
3olton :— 


“That the M. 
Horace Binney 
setts.” 

“Phat this Encampment 
the sum of twenty cents, the 
in addition to the 
to collect said : 
qunount charged for annual dues. 

“That the supervision and care of said dormitory be under the 
direction of a Special Commission of Five, to be elected by th 
Encampment for terms ranging from one to flve years, so that, her 
after, one member will be elected at each Encampment for a term of 
five years.” 

«The duties of said Commission s 
proper maintenance of the dormitor: 
for 1ts equipment. 

“The Division Commander shall be a member of this commission 
ex-oflicio.” 

“Turthermore, all funds accredited to the dormitory, shall be held 
by the Division Quartermaster and disbursed under the direction of 
said commission, proper youchers for all expenditures being pro- 
vided. 

At the same Encampment the following commission was elected : 

Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton of Boston, for flve years. 


thusetts Division purchase a dormitory in the 
rent Ilall, of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachu- 


48s every member in good standing 
ame to be paid by the camps pro-ratio, 
gular per capita tax, March 31, 1896; the camps 
sment from their members in addition to the 


all be to devise means for the 
and provide all needed articles 


Past Copan Henry E. Keough of Chelsea, for four year 

Past Colonel William A. Stevens of Arlington, for three years 
Past Colonel Nathan C, Upham of Fitchburg. for two y . 
Past Colonel John I. inkley of verly, for one year. 


on Commander Harry’ D. § 


on of Pittsfield, member ex- 


oflicio. 

On the twelfth day of May, at 10.30 o'clock A. M., the above named 
with the exception of Bro. Hinkley met at the headquarters of the 
Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, for the 
purpose of organization. Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton 
was elected Chairman, Past Captain Henry E. Keough was elected 
Secretary. 

Capt. John G. B. Adams, President of the Board of Trustees, 
Comrade George S. Evans, Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and 
Capt. George W reasey, Superintendent of the Soldiers’ Home, 
were present by invitation, and assisted the Commission with valu- 
uable advice and suggestions. 

It was voted to draw on the Division Quartermaster, for the sum 
of $776,00 in favor of Capt. J. G. B. Adams, President of the Board 
of Trustees of the Soldiers’ Home, in payment for the dormitory in 
Horace Binney Sargent Iail. 

Communications were read from Lieut.-Col. Charles R. Mudge 
Camp, No. 1, of Lynn, and Gen. 8. C, Lawrence Camp, No, 54, of 
Medford, offering to maintain a bed (each) in the dormitory and 
making inquiry relative thereto. 
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The matter was given due consideration and it was voted to be 
inexpedient ; and the Secretary was directed to notify the camps of. 
this decision, with the suggestion that it would be very acceptable if 
the camps would present framed pictures, ete., Which could be hung 
on the walls of the dormitory. : : 

1t was voted to place suitable tablets on the walls designating the 
‘fact that that portion of the building was the Sons of eterans 
Dormitory. The selection of the tablets was left to the Chairman, 

The question of suitable dedicatory exercises was discussed, and 
Wednesday, June at 2 o’clock P. M., was decided upon as the 
date. It was voted’ to invite Bro. Willard Howland of Camp 81, 
Chelsea, to deliver the dedicatory addr Rev. George N. How- 
ard, Division Chaplain, was invited to prepare a poem for the occa- 
sion. 

_It was voted to invite the following guests to be present at exer- 
clses as representatives of their respec e organizations ? 

Comrade William P. Derby, Commander of the Department of 
Massachusetts Grand Army of the Republic : e 4 

Mrs. ’Lizabeth A. Turner, National President of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. i 

Mrs. Helen A. Brigham, Pre 
chusetts Woman’s Relief Cor] 


4 


dent of the Department of Massa- 


Capt. John G. B. Adams, Past Commander-in-Chiet of the G. A. 
R., and President of the Board of Trustees of the Soldi Home. _ 
Mrs. William A. Bancroft, President of the Ladies’ Aid Society of 
the Soldiers’ Home, ‘ 

Cora B. Pike, President of the Department of Ma 
hters of Veterans. 2 

Mary L. Warren, President of the Massachusetts Division, 
Aid Society of the Sons of Veterans. F ‘ 

At noon the Commission visited the Soldiers’ Home at Chelsea, 
by invitation of the Superintendent, and were entertained at lunch 
by Supt. Creasey and his wife. An inspection of the buildings was 
made, and a room selected as the dormitory. The meeting ad- 
journed at 3.15 o’clock P. M. “ 

Wednesday, June 24, the day of the dedication, proved exceptional 
to the occasion. Peter Smith Hall in the main bailding, where the 
exercises were held, was beautifully decorated with flags, bunting 
and flowers. The hall was comfortably fllled at the hour Assigned 
for the exercises. ‘The Veterans of the Home, the G. A. R., W. R. 
C., D. of V., L. A. S., and Sons of Veterans were well represented. 
The gathering was called to order by Division Commander 
who presented Past Division Commander Bolton as the pr 
oflicer. Rev. James B. Dunn, of Cambr lge, delivered a prayer. 
Bro. Willard Howland delivered the dedicatory address, eloquently 
and appropriately. Remarks were made by Hon. Joseph B. Mac- 
cabe, representing the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Past 
Department Commander Eli W. Hall of Lynn, epresenting 
Grand Army of the Republic, Mrs. ’Lizabeth A. Turner, National 
President Woman’s Relief Corps, Mrs. Helen A. Brigham, President 
Department Massachusetts Woman’s Kelief Corps, Capt. J. G. B. 
Adams, Presiden s of the Soldi Tome, Mrs. I. 
Florence Ba », representing the Ladies’ Aid Society of 
the Soldier Cora B. Pike, President Department of 

s. The words of endorsement 
ns, and expressions of appro- 
val of their action in seenring the dormitory were very gratifying. 

The dormitory isa portion of the lower floor of the Horace Binney 
Sargent Hall, and contains thirty-three beds, bed clothing, etc., also: 


uchusetts 
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chiffonieres. Suitable lavatories and bath rooms are also provided. 
Mouldings for pictures have been placed on the walls, and pictures 
presented by Lieut.-Col. Henry Merritt Camp 8, Salem, and Lieut. 
Frank L. 
glass mirro 
wash bow 


r, framed in quartered oak, has been placed above the 
uid is not onl raddition ornamentally,-but also decid- 
This mirror was the gift of Clark S. 


Camp 46, Roxbury, 
caused by the constant grating 
ing over the bare floor, 

During the summer flowers were frequently sent to the dormitory 
by Mrs. Keough, the estimable wife of Past Capt. Keough, Secretary 
of the Commission. 

The dormitory is in excellent condition, all beds are occupied, and 
have been since the dedication. 


on to the appear- 
lormment for the 


walls, An apy 
donate suitable f 
that during the y 

The Commission ext 
such excellent 
interest. r 

The financial transactions of the Commission were as follows, the 
money being held by the Division Quartermaster: 


nerivings, pictures, ete., and it is hoped 
idditions will be made. 

its thanks to the Camps that have made 
fis and appreciate their thoughtful attention and 


RECEIPTS, 


Received from Camps, per special assessment, 
yy vote of the 14th Annual Encampment, 


$829 20 


Bal. Soldiers’ Home Fund. contri 16 00 
Appropriation by vote Ith Aniual Encamp- 
ment, 100 00 


Paid to Capt. J. G. B. Adams, Pres. Board of 
Trustees Soldie Tome, for Dormitory, 

Paid Bowker, Torrey & Co., for marble 
tablets, 


Balance on hand, 


Tt is respectfully submitted that in view of the fact that from time 
to time demands will be made upon tl fund, and our responsibili- 
ties as an organization with regard to caring for the disabled veteran 
will incre: it seems expedient that we should prep: for such 
contingenci The best and most practical way to do this is by pro- 
visions that will create separate funds for this purpose, and inas- 
much as the Soldiers’ Home affords for the present ‘an opportunity 
to assist the Grand Army of the Republic in its work; it is therefore 
recommended: 


First, That the sum of one hundred dollars be appropriated, and 
placed to the credit of the Sons of Veterans Dormitory Fund. 


Second, That said funds be deposited in a Savings Bank to be se- 


Stone Camp, 76, Westboro’, hang therefrom, A large plate: 
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lected by the Commission, and held sacred for the purpose for 
which said funds were created. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.. 


Frep E. BoLron, ) pote 
Henry E. KrEoven, | Sons of Veterans 
Dormitory 


WILLIAM A. STEVENS, ito 
{ Commnission. 
} 
J 


NATHAN C. Urnam, 
Joun H. HINKLE 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE WOMEN’S AUNILIARIES, 
To Harry D. Sisson, Division Commander, Pittsfield, Mass. 


The committee named at the last encampment haye corresponded 
with prominent members of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Women’s Relief Corps, Daughters of Veterans and Ladies’ Aid 
Societies, and present herewith the variovs replie received. a 

The following letter, embodying the questions to which repiies 
were asked, was sent to all. 


“It is the desire of the Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U, S.A. 
to obtain information relative to organizations of ladies afiliated with the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and Sons of Veterans, and we would therefore 
respectfully ask your opinion upon the following 

Is the present system of having several distinct und sep 
2 proper one,in view of the fact that all these organization 
in the same general course? 

Would it, in your opinion, prove more advantageous for the several organi- 
zations to consolidate under one head? 

Will you kindly give your estimate of the work rendered by the organization 
With Which you are most familiar? i 

Your early reply will be appreciated, and will enable the committee ap- 
pointed by the last Division encampment to prepare a statement upon this 
subject. Respectfully yours, 3 i ” 

* *"u. &. THOMPSON, for the Committee.’ 


te organizations 
direct their efforts 


i Bosron, January 29, 1897. 
H. S. Turompson, 89 State Street, Boston, Mass. 

DrAR Srr:—I am directed by Department Commander Derby to 
say that he believes that better service in the interest of the Vet- 
erans can be accomplished by one woman’s organization, and that 
the Woman’s Relief Corps, than can be done by several. 

Replying to question No. 2 of your fayor of the 14th ins 
plies, Yes.” 
eplying to No, 3 he says:—‘There can be no estimate made in 
dollars and cents, of the work and value of the Woman's Relief 
Corps. The Corps of this Department has ex pended $168,000, and 
the Corps throughout the Nation one and Mreitliird millions of dol- 
lars assisting our wards, but the value of the personal labors of the 
members of the order far exceeds even the prodigious figures 
quoted, Very truly yours, 

F H. O. Moore, A. A. G 


Bosron, Mass, January 11, 1897. 


Harry 8. THopson, 89 State Street, Boston, Mass. 
My DEAR Sir:— 


_ Lam in receipt of your communication of the eighth instant, ask- 
ing ‘tis the present system of having several distinct and separate 
organizations a proper one, in view of the fact that all these organi- 
zations direct their efforts in the same general course.” 

In reply would say that in my opinion it is not. The Grand Army 
of the Republic has become loaded down with too many auxiliaries. 


. he re- 
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I was chairman of a committee, appointed at the last National En- 
campment, on that subject and we reported that all should consoli- 
date under the head of the Woman’s Relief Corps, which is the only 
recognized auxiliary. That would eous the Grand Army, the 
Woman’s Relief Corps and the Sons of Veterans, which three work- 
ing together could accomplish good results. As it is now, we divide 
our forces between the Ladies of the A. R., the Ladies’ Aid As- 
sociation of the Sons of Veterans and various other organizations. 

Any woman who is loyal and true is eligible to membership in the 
W.R.C. That is a strong, working body and is the right hand of 
the Grand Army. It is governed by earnest, patriotic women who 
understand just what is required of them. United, these three or- 
ganizations, as I have said, are strong: divided are liable to be very 
weak. 

T trust the Sons of Veterans will use every effort to induce their 
wives and lady friends to enter the ranks of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps and work with them. Believing this covers the ground that 
you desire, 1 an, , 


Fraternally yours, 
Joun G. B. ApDAMs. 


HEADQUARTERS MAssAcnusEetrrs Division, 
_ LAvI AID Sociery 
Of the Sons of Veterans, Office of Division President. 
WAKEFIELD, January 26, 1897. 


Mr. H. S. THOMPSON, 89 State Street, Boston. 


DeraAr Sir AND Brovirer:—Your favor of the 6th instant is before 
me, and I will endeavor to answer it in a spirit of ‘* Fraternity, Char- 
ity and Loyalty,” although its subject is one which arouses my in- 
dignation whenever brought to my attention. 

Tam not in sympathy with any movement that strives to coerce a 
person to ae any desired end, by a certain method. Whether 
worshipping God, or serving the veteran soldier, I believe everyone 
has the privilege of doing it in his own way. Therefore I can see 
nothing objectionable in there being ‘several distinct_and separate 
organizations directing their efforts in the same general cou 

An agitation of the subject_of “consolidation,” is, it seems to me, 
a waste of time and words. It has been brought up m time to 
time to my certain knowledge for ten years, and each time the No! 
becomes more and more emphatic from all sides. r 

Though familiar with the work of the W. R. C. and the L, A. 8., T 
think that a just EOE Ranson is impossible, because of the difference 
in age and membership of the two orders. Each is doing a noble 
work, rendering to the order to which it is auxiliary, such service as 
is rendered by Ladies’ Auxiliaries all over the world, and which are 
generally conceded to advance any cause. 

‘As “competition is the life of trade,” so isa little honest rivalry 
between the several patriotic orders to the cause of the Veteran; 
and were all consolidated, much enthusiasm would be lost, as well as 
a great many workers. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Mary L. Warren, 
President Mass. Division, L. A. S., S. of V. 
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HEADQUARTERS WOMEN’S RELIEF Corps, 
Auxiliary. to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Oflice of National Counsellor, ) 


Bosro» 


January 6, 1897. 
If. S. Tompson, 


DEAR COMRADE:—Yours of the 5th at hand, and I hasten to reply. 
T heartily believe in consolidating all soldier organizations into three 
societies—namely, Grand Army of the Republic, Woman's Relief 
Corps and Sons of Veterans. Weare all, or should all be, w orking 
for the first named order, It is no more than right that’ the girls 
should be as proud of their descent as the boys, but I believe they 
would be of more use in the ranks of the Woman's Relief Corps 
than by themselves. They often say, “we want to be in younger 
1 There are some young girls in all the corps, and we al- 
give them the oflices suitable for girls, the show oflices of the 


order. 

The order that is auxiliary to the camps, I know very little about, 
While they may be of henefit to you, as I said in the beginning, we 
are all organized for the same end, and in my opinion the fewer 
societies, the better we can do and the more good we can accomplish. 
Many of the girls live at home, and their joining several orders takes 
the money from their soldier father’s pockets or the family purse. 
T have many loved friends among the Daughters of Veterans, and I 
am glad to have them reverence the honor of their fathe At the 
same time, if we, as women, bend all our energies to the one end, 
viz., caring for the veteran soldiers and those dependant upon him, 
T believe we can accomplish more good than if we are divided, 


J enclose a journal that will show you what each department spent 
last year in relief; see page 5i This does not include the $8,677.91 


spent to support the Women’s Relief Corps home. See pa 

% for consolidated reports. All this does not include much of our 
sacred charity, the care of the sick and daily acts of kindness cannot 
be counted in dollars and cents. 


Yours fraternally, 
L. A. Turner. 
Daverrers or V 


epartment of Massach 
Oflice of President 


Boston, January 19, 1897. 
sor é 
H. 8. Tirompson, Chair., Boston, Ma 
Drar 
you. 
To say I was surpris f , ac . 5 thusetts 
apart: as surprised at the stand taken by, the M ichusetts 
Department, S. of V., at their last encampment, is a very slight way 
10 1G3 f. That recommendati hurt the D. of Y. 
for sons who are in 
n the growth of our 


Srr:—Yours of the sth inst. at hand, and will try to answer 


Ss myse 


nl. . 
Organi 
re not € 


I do rec 
date, and let it be with the W. R. C., if they $ 
recommend they connect themselves 
believe we, the D. of V., should have the 


ions consoli- 
rible to join 


in their daughters as their’sons; I also believe the S. of V. should 
recognize the D, of V. in preference to any other order. Who can 
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feel for an unfortunate veteran as those who are closely connected 
with them? All due respect to the many loyal women who are do- 
ing a good work, but can they give to our fathers the same gentle 
touch as their daughte No, nor can the sons understand how to 
care for them in sickness as we do; it isa woman’s mission, 

You ask for me to speak of the Woman’s Organization 1 am most 
familiar with. I have been a member of the W. R. C. for twelve 
years. It is needless for me to take the time to explain that you 
all know their good works, but the D. of V. have been chartered 
eleven years. For more than tive years they hardly existed, not be- 
ing recognized by the G. A. Ry bat they have slowly gone on in a 
quiet way, growing im some parts of the U S., until’to-day we em 
report we have in the t seven years expended in relief over 
$10,000; over $7,000 of thi s expended in Mass. alone. 

At our last National Convention, held at St. Paul, Minn., we voted 
that we should not cousolidate with any of the many organizations. 
Weare D, of V., and shall remain so forever, 


Yours in F.C. and L. 
Cora B. Pike, Dept. Pres. 


REL 


Wom: 


Boson, 


Mr. H. 8. Tompson, 


DEAR Str:—Your communication in behalf of a committee rep- 
resenting the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans. has been 
referred to me by Mrs, Helen A. Brigham, Department President. 
It gives me pleasure to reply in her behalt, 

Referring to your inquiry regarding distinet and separate organi- 
zation of ladies, T will state that action has been taken by our na- 
tional organization with a view to consolidating all the women’s 
societies working in’ connection with the Grand Army of the 
Republic 

a 


he National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 


has also endorsed the movement. Thus both organizations stand 
officially on record in favor of one organization, believing that ‘in 


union there is strengsh. 

The work which the Woman’s Relief Corps is conductin 
ents nearly every state and territory in the union, and many inter- 
ests connected with the Grand Army of the Republic, to which it 
auxiliary, Over $1,300,000,00 have been expended in relief by our 
corps throughout the country, and thousands of dollars in ‘other 
patriotic work, 

The order is founded upon a broad platform and includes every 
line of patriotic effort consistent with the principles of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

The membership of the National W. R. C. is 140,000. There are 
over 14,000 members in Massachusetts, and in addition to the local 
work conducted by the 171 corps in this state, we have the following 
funds at department headquarters 5 

Department Relief Fund for special cases that cannot be reached 
by local corps. This fund is disbursed by a committee appointed by 
the Department President, said committee often consulting the As- 
sistant Adjutant General of the G. 4 = 
oldie 


A. R. 
Home Fund, from which are forwarded directly to the 
sr of the Soldiers’ Ilome by our Department Treasurer, nu- 
merous contributions for the home, 

A National W. R. C. Home Fund, which helps to support a home 
for soldiers’ widows, mothers and for army nurses, This home is 
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located in Madison, Ohio, and constantly received contributions 
through the Department Treasurer of Massachusetts. 

A Memorial lund, for aiding soldiers’ widows and army nurses 
who are unable to go to the National Heme. Some of these claim- 
ants upon our gratitude have homes here and do not wish to sever 
their family but owing to ill health and misfortune need our 
kindly care. This fund is a blessing to many of this class, and from 
it soldiers, mothers, sisters and orphans are sometimes aided. 

An Invalid Veteran Fund was established several years ago for 
the purpose of assisting invalid soldiers who are unable to enter the 
Soldiers’ [Lome for various re ich as severe illness, the crow- 
ded condition of the home, et fund is held by our Depart- 
ment Treasurer and subject. to the call of the Trustees of the Sol- 
diers’ Home. Only two calls have thus far been made upon this 
fund, but the trustees appreciate the fact that there is an emergency 
fund upon which they can rely if necessary. 

The department of Massachusetts also responds to appeals that 
come from time to time, when fire, flood, or some other calamity 
suddenly overtakes a commut Two instances will illustrate this 
work. During the great suffering at Johnstown, Pa., many veterans 
and their families were made homeless, and the money sent from 
this and other departments of the W. R. C. amounted to thousands 
of dollars. 

The same is true of the work in aid of the Nebraska sufferers, 
which appealed to us as friends of the stricken veterans there. 

The plan of patriotic education is being conducted by a committee 
on Patriotic Teaching; each corps has a local committee whose re- 
pont re submitted to the Department Committee having this in 
charg 

Since the Department of Massachusetts was flrst organized, it has 
taken an active interest in Memori Da nd in the cemeteries of 
the North and the South, loving tributes are paid the memory of 
the martyred dead. Our contributions are annually sent for the 
observance of Memorial Day in the South, and all our corps ¢o-oper- 
ate with Posts in this state in arrangements for the day. 

In the erection of monuments and memorial halls our corps haye 
taken a special interest, as many Posts can testify. é 

The presentation of the Andersonyille prison property is the lat- 
est special work undertaken by the Woman’s Relief Corps, These 
historical grounds and buildings will be permanently cared for, as 
they will teach an impressive lesson, illustrating the great suffering 
and s: of the men who preferred starvation and death rather 
than to dishonor their flag. It will also be a memorial to the 13,000 
heroes there buried. ta 

The various funds to which I have referred are maintained by 
contributions from local corps, from individual members, by appro- 
priations from the per capita tax, etc. 

Each corps has a relief committee, a soldiers’ home committee, & 
conference committee to work in connection with the Post and 
other special committees for local plans. ‘ 

Trusting that what I have written will give you the information 
desired, and with best wishes for the continued success of your 
organization, I am 

Yours truly 


Mary E. Enxtior, 
Department Secretary. 


z 
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Your committee subinit the foregoing corresponcence without 
comment, as the result of their investigation. 
Respectfully submitted in F.C. and L., 
DupLry B. PursEck, 


Frep &, Borro> - Committee. 
Harry 8. Tom \ 


INSPECTOR’S REPORT. 


The Report of the Division Inspector, Edwin F, Tuttle of Uxbridge, 
not being completed in time to be printed, v then read and 
received the hearty plaudits of the Encampment:at its close. The 
report follows : 


Hrapquarrers INsrecron’s DEPARTMENT, MAssAcituserrs DI- 
VISION, S. OF \ q 


Uxnprip@r, MaAss., Feb. 20, 1897. 


Don ne Peck, Adjutant Mass. Div. S. of V., U.S. A., Pittsfield, 


Dear Sir and Brother :—I have the honor to submit herewith my 
report as Division Inspector of the Massachusetts Division, contain- 
ing the results of the annual inspection of the camps in this Div 
and a statement of the business performed by this department dur- 
ing the past year. 

After correspondence with the Division Commander, it was 
decided to divide the Division into districts of tlve camps each and 
to have the camps of each of the districts meet ata central place and 
hold a union exemplification meeting of the degree work. 

The Division was accordingly divided and the places for the meet- 
ings to be held selected, but the delay in receiving the new instruc- 
tions and details of inspection from the newly appointed Inspector 
General prevented this plan from being executed. 

About the first of September, headquarters of this department 
were established at the Uxbridge oflice of Dodge & Taft, Attorneys 
and Counsellors at Law 

In September the Division Commander and the Division Inspector 
were in conference at headquarters at Pittsfield, and it was then 
decided to conduct the inspection in November and also to appoint 
a staff of sixty Assistant Inspectors, who should be igned to 
inspect either two or three camps each. 

In the appointment of Assistant Inspectors they were assigned, as 
far as possible, to camps most convenient for them to inspect and 
also to make the expense to each camp as light as possible. 

In Division Order No. 8, series of 1896 issued Oct. 15th, the list of 
Assistant Inspectors was announced and a schedule of the dates 
of all the inspections was given also. 

Assistant Inspectors were ordered to report to the Division In- 
spector for instructions, and Captain Gilman F, Allen of Walpole 
was the first to report. 

Nearly all of the other assistants reported at once and instructions 
were promptly forwarded to them. 

Of those originally appointed, the following were excused from 
serving at their own request: : 

Walter H. Colburn of Lowell, L. C, Couch of Taunton, Chas. F. 
Cook of Whitman and Chas. H. Hillman of Medford, all past Division 
Inspectors; Fred A, Cook, Greenfield; S, ‘I, Currier, New- 
buryport; I’, A. Cooley, Pittstield; Il. M. Holbrook, Holliston; 
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Walter HH. Lyons, Abington; W. W. Phinney, Monument Beach; 
C. H. Messenger, Boston; John KE. Richardson, Medtield and W, H. 
Sherman, Marshtield. 

Others were assigned in their places. 

After the issuance of Order Nos, the Di on Inspector was 
caused a large amount of extra work and inconvenience by the re- 
quests of many of the Camp Captains for a change in the night of 
inspection, as the date assigned did not fall on the night of a regular 
meeting. 

The original schedule of dates was arranged from the roster at 
headquarters, and it was the change of the dates of meeting by many 
of the camps that caused the trouble. 

By examining the report of Inspector Couch in 1sss, 
that he speaks of the same diflic fs ‘ 

Tregret to say that it is a frivolous custom among many of the 
cumps to keep changing the nights of meeting, and such a question 
should be ended at once. - . 

The reports of the Assistant Inspectors were promptly received 
and, with eption of Questions 19 and 20, we nearly all marked 
and results consolidated by Dec. 15th. . 

On the 1sth of the same month, the answers of questions 1 and 20 
were received from the Division Commander, and on Sunday morn- 
ing Dee. 20th with the exception of reports of twenty-eight camps, 
all the reports, consolidated reports and all correspondence of this 
department were lost in the great fire which destroyed four of the 
principal business biocks at Uxbridge Centre. 

You can imagine the feelings of the Division Inspector when he 
arrived in Uxbridge and saw the mass of ruins, but it was onl few 
minutes before a message was on its way to Pittsfield announcing the 

oss to the Division Commander and volunteecri to go over the 
entire work again 

After communicating with the Inspector General and the Com- 
mander-i 1-Chief, the Division Commander decided to have the As- 
sistant Inspectors endeavor to make good the lost reports by filling 
out new ones from the data that they had kept and from memory. 

New blanks wer eived from the Quartermaster General and 
the same accompanied by instructions contained in order No, 1, 

Series of 1897, to the Assistant Inspector 


it will be seen 


As there were only eighteen ranking questions to be filled in by 
the A: ant Inspectors, they were able to do so and get the re- 


mainder of the report from the Camp Captains. a 

Reports were received from the Assistant Inspectors for most. of 
the camps and the remaining reports were received after much hard 
Reueand correspondence on the part of both the Inspector and As- 

ants. 

Difliculty was met with in procuring the necessary information 
from Camp Captains. ° 

he final marking of the reports was a hard task as there was such 
By short time to do itin. 

While the first set of reports were made out very fully nd the an- 
swers of all questions explained by remarks the sc 
were not as fully made out, and as a consequence 
the proper markings i 
with the one idea—to do justice to all. 

During the past year in the perfor 
assisted by imy able, efiicient, and 
spectors. 

_ As I look ove 
it is with afe 


nee of my duties I have been 
ithful staff of Assistant In- 


the short period I have been associated with them, 
ing of gratitude and appreciation that I commend 


a 
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them for their many courtesies and for their careful, accurate, and 
just manner they have shown in performing their duties. 

They have had more to do than those in previous years on account 
of having to make out a second set of reports, and in so doing they 
have made it possible to redeem what was a most unfortunate loss, 
and are entitled to special commendation, 

I take this occasion to express my heartfelt thanks to them for the 
services performed, and extend to them my best wishes for their 
future welfare and prospc¢ 7 

By examining 
number of oflicers f 
memory. 

Some had it partly comutted while others did not have it at 
all. Doubtless some of those have good excuses for their poor work, 
s having been but recently installed into office, but in the 
} ses there were no excuses as oflicers had held their 
positions over ten months while in some cases they had held them 
two or three years, 

A great amount of disapproval has been heard over the three 
degree ritual and perhaps there is cause for some of it, but as long as 
we eee it it is our imperative duty to execute it to the best of our 
ability, Mv : 

It might be said that in many cases it was through apathy or neg- 
lect that the oflicers failed to conimit their work, but to my personal 
knowledge, there were some who were opposed to the ritual and were 
determined not to carry it out. Such a spirit deserves the condem- 
nation.of every true brothe An officer that does not give his part 
wt the muster ceremony ina mumner is a hindrance te his camp 
and to the order. 

At inspection, camps lose percentage by having such officers, and 
they also lose greatly by having their recruits mustered in a loose, 
slovenly manner. Every camp should see that its muster ceremony 
is so performed as to impress recruits of the true worth and real 
nature of the order and not in such a manner as will sicken and dis- 
gust them. . Nan ’ 

If, after holding an office from January till the time of inspection, 
an officer has not committed his ritualistic work to memory he cer- 
tainly proves himself to be incompetent for his position. 

It ismy honest opimion that if our Order should provide for an 
examination of the camp oflicers about the middle of the year, and 
if an officer was found to be unable to pass a fair examination he 
should be suspended from ofice fora reasonable time and, if at the 
end of that time was still unable to passa fair examination, he should 
be relieved from oflice, it would be of great benetit to the Order. 

Tt will be seen by the reports, that asa rule such camps as have 
perfect ritualistic work have gained im membership, eutile those 
which have had poor work have lost. It will be seen by the report 
that i s possible, for 4 camps to receive 100 per cent. After care- 
ful consideration 1 would respectfully recommend. 

Ree. No. 1, hat this Encampment consider the advisability of 
recommending to the Commandery-in-Chiet to have the question of 
average cmp attendance re-inserted in the inspection blank. 


y. 


consolidated report it will be seen that a large 
iled to have thei ritualistic work committed to 
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VALUATION AND RELIEF TABLE. 


Camps having Camps having 


Property valued $200 or Over 

at $400 or over. in Funds, 
2 $1,400 00 17 $1,265 00 
24 1,300 00 3 900 00 
108 1,200 00 Bn 701 63 
3 1,100 00 11 640 00 
41 660 00 52 561 00 
64 G00 00 28 301 15 
30 500 00 8 500 00 
19" 500 00, 23, 340 00 
96 500 00 S87 315 0S 
130 430 00 -5 300 00 
9 425 00 73 290 00 
17 400 00 129 290 00 
35 400 00 67 250 00 
81 * 400 00 116 248 60 
130 126 00 


Relief to 
Veterans or 
their families. 
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RESULT OF NON-RANKING QUESTIONS, 


21. Total number of members in good standing, 4,209. Aver- 
age to each eamp, 30.7. Average, 1s 31.7. 

"No, 22. 391 members have been dropped du ring th 
Number last, 440. Average to each camp, 1896, 
115 special meetings have been held du 


past year. 


jd, ok 
ing the year. Last 


Total value of all 
7 th camp of 
Total amount in all funds over 
i to each camp. Avera 
nount charged for dues, 


roperty ow 


108 Brothers have been relieved during the past ye 
been expended in their meliel: Average to each camp, 
last y ' 


ended ‘for the relief of veterans or 
bL for each camp. Average last 


fanilies, an average of 
10. 
82 camps are armed and equipped as infantry, 4 as cay- 
artillery, and 49 not reported in any branch. 
a 244 members are armed and equipped, an average of 9 
unp. 
45 cups engage regularly in ¢ oni: my drill, 89 do not. 
90 camps have aided the locai Post, @ A. R. or W. R. C. 
during the past year, 44 have not. ate: 
No. 34. camps are assisted by Ladies’ Aid Societies, 7 by simi- 
Jar societies and 106 are not. 
101 camps are encouraged by comrades of the G. A. R. 
>not. 
102 camps hold social gatherings for financial benefit, 32 


Total cost to camps of this inspection, $136.36, an average 
Last year, $1.11. 

Tiere are 125 fit s camps, 9 second-clas: camps, and as reports 
have not been received from three camps they are not placed in any 


AS 


STANT INSPECTORS 1896. 


Gilman F. Allen, Walpole: Tilton 8. Bell, Roxbury; 
Bennett, Hudson; Fred i. Bolton, Boston; George L, B 
®. M. Brown, West Gardner; Walter Il.’ Brown, Holyoke; 
Buzzee, Easthampton: John H. Cavin, Gloucester; II. B. Chapin, 
Springfield; Rey. T. E. Chappell, Holyoke; C. E. Colburn, George- 
town; O. H. Cook, Melrose; Emery Coulter, Needham; C 


A. Cushman, Abington; J. Q. Erwin, North Adams; Este S, 
Brockton; O. S. Fish, Pittsfield; Joseph H. Foster ‘Randolph? 
Horace KE. Fox, Whitman; Thomas Hannon, Dedham; John TH. 


Hinckley, Beverly; Bradford T. Hollis, Brockton; ee Hling- 
worth, North Adan As. 6. Hurd, MM estminister; C. Jackman, 
Bradford; W. A. Jackson ;H..D. Johnson, Manne: Win. 
B®. Johnson, Wareham; Frank EF. eee. New Bedford; William E. 
New Bedford; J. IL. Kibbee, Ballard Vale; C. 8. Knight, Jr., 
W ter; F. R. ngsbury, Westboro; John IH. Lake, W areham: 
A. E. Leighton, Clinton; ILE. Manning, Salem; Morton L. Miller, 
Monson; Charles W.Noble, Pittsfield; C.E. Perkins, Shelburne Falls; 
Chas. I’. Perkins, Salem; nuel A. Pickering, Lowell; A. L. Pond, 


Holliston; HS. Porter, Greenfield; Frank A. Richards, Weymouth 
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Heights; Arthur E. Seagrave 
Charles _E. Souther, Chark 
James H. Stewart, Uxbridge; J 
Tilden, Arlington; Wm. T. Tisdale, Boston; Har 
Melrose; John Torpey, Worcester; D. Murray T s 
FE ramingham; Ruze J. Tuttle, Milford; A. A. Upton, ange; Fred 
E. Warner, Salem: 1R. Waterman, Hanover; TW. Frank William- 
son, Canton; H. Waugh, Whitman; C. A. White, Ludlow Centre: 
KE. E. White, Athol. 


one. 


s, South 


CONCLUSION. 

I must bring this lenghty report toan end. The work of this de- 
partment has been very hard and it has required the burning of much 
mid-night oil to get it completed in time for this encampment. 

I desire to again thank my Assistant Inspectors and every Brother 
of the order who has assisted me any way. 

I should not forget to remember the many kindnesses of the Senior 
and Junior Vice Commanders and the friendship that has been 
created with my brother staff oflicers shall never die. 

uring the past year I have been brought into close relationship 
with the Division Commander, I haye received his counsel, I have 
taken his advice, I have obeyed his orders, and as I conclude his 
services as i member of his staff extend to him, my heartfelt 
appreciation for his many kindnesses and favors, and in all his future 
undertakings may he receive Hea s richest blessings. 

As I lay down my work and retire to the ranks of the Division, it 
will be with a realization that I have performed my duties honestly, 
faithfully, and to the best of my ability. 

For the oflicers and members of our Division, there is work to do 
and duties to perform. 

Massachusetts, the land of the Pilgrim and the Puritan, although 
a place where the olive will not grow or the nightingale sing, is 0 

ommonwealth whose name is brightened by the lives of her great 
men, a state whose sons have spilled the first blood for Independence 
and for the maintenance of the Union, deserves and shall have a 
Division of the Sons of Veterans which’shall be an honor and credit 
to her historic self. 

Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
Epwin F. TuTTue, 
Division. Inspector. 


There being no “unfinished business,’ the reception and reference 
of communications from camps, to be called according to number, 
was next in order. Commander Sisson asked consent to dispense 
with calling the camps by number. Unanimous consent being given 
he requested camps having resolutions or other matters to submit, to 
present them without further formality at the Commander’s station. 


DIVISION COUNCIL’S REPORT. 


The final report of the Division Council, read by Walter H. Brown, 
clerk at the council, was next, as follows: 


5 X Atcs WonrcersTER, Feb. 20, 1897. 
Meeting of Division Council at Bay State House at 4 p. m. to-day. 
Bolton and Brown present. Books of Quartermaster were audited 
and found correct to date, with a balance on hand of $859.49 ; sup- 
plies, $123.50; Division property, $151.00; total, $1,133.99. 
W. A. Brown, Clerk. 


F. E. Bouron, 
H. L. THompson, » Division Council. 
W. H. Brown, 
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COMMITTEE ON RITUAL. 

Past Capt. Hannon, for the Committee on Ritual, made the fol- 

lowing report on the recommendation (N. 7) in Commander Sisson’s 
report: 

The counnittee on Ritual have had referred to them Recommenda- 
tion No. Tof the Commander's report: —‘* That our representatives 
to the next encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief be instructed 
to use their utmost endeavors to accomplish a revision of at least the 
short forms of our present ritual, so that, at the discretion of the 
camp, the degrees may all be worked, or the recruit may be admitted 
to full membership in one evening upon taking a proper obligation 
and receiving suitable lectures explanatory of our principles and ob- 
jects. To be more explicit, [ would advise the abolition of the short 
form of the degree of Loyalty, and the creation of a single degree, 
embodying the general lecture parts and obligations of the present 
three degrees in 2 condensed form, in order that camps, not pos: 
ing the paraphernalia of the three degree tem, can at their di 
one meeting. 


cretion, admit a recruit to full membershiy 
Committee recommends its adoption, a 
THomas J. ITANNON, Chairman, 


Loun 
Div 


home suffering from an 
a large acquaintance 
in our Division and would appreciate per rn word of sympathy 
from us; I therefore move that a telegram of sympathy be sent to 
Bro. Gilbert H. Smith.” The motion was seconded by Capt. James 
of New Bedford, and unanimously carried. 


INVITATION FROM WILLIE GROUT CAMP, NO. 25, U. S. A. 


While waiting for the report of the Committee on Resolutions 
Commander Sisson read the following communication :— 
TAant WILLIE Grour CAmp, No. 25, 


S.0 +5 West 

Hau, No. 4 WaLnur Sr. 
Worcester, MAss, Feb. 22, 1897. 

Cou. H. D. Stsson, Commander Mass. Division, 8. of V., U.S. A. 

Dear Sir and Brother :—Willie Grout Camp, No. 25, celebrates the 
third anniversary of its institution this evening, and extends a most 
cordial invitation to you and _your staff, the oflicers and delegates to 
the Division Convention, and to all visiting officials and brothers to 
be present. é ‘ 

A musical program will be rendered, and there will be short 
addresses by prominent comrades of the G. A. R. and visiting offi- 
cials. " . 

Light refreshments will be served, and the celebration will con- 
clude with a campfire and smoke talk. 

Yours in F.C. & L., 
Herpenr N. LEACH, ist Sergeant, Chairman of 
CHARLES W. Brown, Captain, Anniversary 
EpwIin A. GLEASON, Past Captain, § Committee. 
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Col. Sisson:—I can say for the Massachusetts Division that it is 
unnecessary for us to assure Willie Grout Camp that we will accept 
all invitations that are extended by them, if it is « possible thing. 
The invitation is heartily accepted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON C. R. AND R. 


The Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations then re- 
ported * Ought not to pass,’ on the resolution presented by Camp 
24, proposing to restrict the repre tation of camps at each Divis- 
ion Encampment to two delegates each. 

It s moved by Past Capt. Bray of Lynn, (seconded by Capt. 

Tucker of Peabody) that the report ‘of the’ committee be adopted, 
whereupon a lengthy discussion ensued, participated in by Past 
Capt. Storey, who strongly defended the resolutions presented by 
his camp (Camp 24). Past Capt. Bray was not in favor of ** restrict- 
ec representation” at the present time. Brother Larkum of Camp- 
73 said that he objected to ‘* having delegates elected and held re- 
sponsible for the action of those who are not delegates, who come 
here without credentials, but who shape the legislation of this En- 
campment; and, whether it mars or makes the well-being of the 
order throughout this division, the delegates are held responsible. 
when they are not responsible in many cases. For that reason I 
object to it. [have no objection whatever to Past Captains being 
admitted to the floor of the house, but I do object to their being 
allowed to vote. I think that all voting should be left to delegates, 
and that they should then be held responsible for all legislation 
that takes place, ‘good or bad.” Captain Hendee of Palmer was in 
favor of the adoption of the committee’s report “ought not. to 
pa and Past Capt. W. R. Davis voiced the same opinion. Said 
he, ** Brothers, L beheve in a large and enthusiastic convention. 
(Applause.) T believe that if we go to work and shut off the Past 
Colonels or Past Captains from exercising their rights in our en- 
campments, the order will go down. Ina great measure, I believe 
it is one of the best things for our order to have large encampments 
and enthusiastic ones. [ hope the report of the committee will be 
adopted.” (Applause. ) 
. Past Col. Fred E. Bolton called attention to some inconsistencies 
in the resolution as presented by Camp 24, inasmuch : camp hay- 
ing ten members would have as rea representation in the annual 
encampment as another camp hayin membership of 140, by the 
plan proposed. ** There is no earthly ason why the representa- 
tion should be thus made qual. We are not contributing equally 
to the finances of the division and the maintenance of it.” Brother 
Bolton also called attention to the fact that, although by the legis- 
lation proposed, his privileges in the convention would be curtailed 
as a Past Captain, he would, by virtue of his being a Past Colonel, 
enjoy the exercise of those same privileges. IIe said, in closing, 
that when the right to participate in the encampments wa ken 
away from the Past Captains, many of whom come at great expense 
and self-sacrifice to our encampments, he wanted ‘to go down with 
them” and not come up here, by virtne of his higher past honors, 
without them. (Applause. ) _ 

The question was then put on the motion to adopt the report of 
the Committee “ought not to pass,” and the report was adopted. 


COMMITT 


ON RESOLUTIONS, AT 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
RECOMMENDATIONS» 


Past Capt. Christopher F. O’Brien, Chairman of the Committee on 
Resolutions, then made the following report :—‘ ‘Your Committee on 
Resolutions, having attended to their duty, beg leave to submit the 
following report on the recommendations of the Division Com- 
mander. 

No.1, ‘That a2 committee, consisting of three members be named by this 
encampment to compile ar ord as nearly as possible from the ts obtain- 
able, of the history of the Division during the first three years of its existence, 


and that the sum Of $50 or such part of itas is needed, be appropriated for the 
purposes of the committee.” 


The Committee report that the order ‘fought to pass.” The 
recommendation w dopted, 

At the suggestion of Junior Vice Commander Cook, it was agreed 
to consider the several recommendations * passed,”” unless objection 
was made to some one of them when read. 

No.2. “That the matter of revising the “ Re: 
to the incoming Division Commander and Division Council, to devise and 


adopt such system as will prove adequate to the demands of the Division, for 
permanent record.” 


“The Cominittee recommend that Encampment take such action 
as is necessary to carry out the recommendation.” Adopted. 


No. 3, “That by utions this encampment sugge: > t 
Republic, through their Department oflicers, the advisability of the appoint- 
ment of Visiting committees consisting of flve or more comrades, by all posts 
located in places where there are camps, for the purpose of visiting the camp 
meetings and reporting to the Post Commander on matters pertaining to the 
two organizations. 


ister of Members” be referred 


to Grand Army of the 


The Committee on Resolutions report that the recommendation 
“ought to pass.” Adopted. 

No.4. “That our efforts looking toward the consolidation of the Ladies’ Aid 
and the Daughters of Veterans with the Woman's Relief Corps be continued, 
and that a committee of three be named by this encampment to continue the 
work already inaugurated by your committe ppointed a year ago.” 

The Committee reported in fayor of the recommendation, Past 
Capt. Bray of Lynn called attention to a typographical error in last 


year’s minutes by which a wrong impression was given regarding his 
sentiments on the subject of this recommendation. ast Capt. 


Bray then said that he wished to ‘place himself right, before 
the convention.” He hoped that the recommendation would pre- 
yail. Said he, “Tama Son of a Veteran; my wife is not a descend- 
ant of a Veteran, but she is as loyal a woman‘as there is in this state. 
Perhaps a good many of the brothers know who she is, Hattie A. 
Bray ; she was Department Inspector of the Women’s Relief Corps. 
She never joined the other order and does not believe in it. We 
poth of us believe that these kindred orders are doing good work, 
put we also believe that they could accomplish more good, more last- 
ing benefits, by being consolidated in one order.” There being no 
objection, recommendation No. 4 was declared adopted. 

Upon report by the Committee, recommendation No. 5 was next 
i and adopted. 


reac 
No. “That the balance remaining in the Flag Fund, amounting to 
trans red to the Dormitory Fund and placed at the disposal of the Dor 


Cominittee, 


No.6. That an appropriation of $100 be made, to be used under the direc- 
tion of the Commander, Senior and Junior Vice Commanders, in rendering 
such assistance to our weak camps as 1 seem for the best interest of the 
Order.” 
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Adopted. 

Recommendation No. 7 had been previously acted upon by accept- 
ance of the report of the Committee on Ritual. 

Recommendation No. 8 was also adopted, 


No.8. “That the usual appropriation of $100 be made for cleric:l services to 
the Division Commander.” 


No.9. ‘That $25 be appropriated and paid to the Quartermaster-General of 
the Grand Army of the Republic for the Southern flay fund,” 


was next adopted. _ 
On Recommendation 


No. 10. ‘That we return to the system of two day encampments, ¢ 


Division banquet be held on the evening of the first day’s session, 


the committee reported ‘ought to pass,” and this report was en- 
thusiastically applauded. The recommendation was ac opted. 

On recommendation ; 

No. 11. “That in the future the encampments of the Massachusetts Division 


be held at the same place and on me date us the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic Department Encampment,” . 


the committee reported “ought not to pa and, the 
which followed the announcement of the committee’s de ( 
a foregleam of the decisive vote to that effect which was later given 
inthe encampment. The committee’s report was, adopted, reject- 
ing recommendation No. 11. It is highly complimentary to_ the 
wisdom of the Division Commander, however, that ten of his 
eleven recommendations met the entire approval of the Encamp- 
ment. 


MUSTERING OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION, 


The Committee reported ‘‘ ought to pass” on the recommendation 
of the Mustering Officer, *‘that the customary appropriation of fifty 
dollars be made for the work of the incoming Mustering Officer's 
Department.” The recommendation was adopted. 


S. OF V. DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


A recommendation signed by Past. Col. F. E. Bolton and others 
was passed, providing that the sum of one hundred dollars be appro- 
priated and placed to the credit of the Sons of Veterans Dormitory 
Fund, said fund to be deposited in a savings bank to be selected by 
the Soldiers’ Home Commission and held sacred for the purpose for 
which said funds were created. 


DIVISION INSPECTOR’S RECOMMENDATION. 


Past Capt. O’Brien continued the report for the Committee on 
Resolutions as follows:—“The recommendation that came into the 
Cominittee’s hands from the Division Inspector’s Department has 
been carefully considered. i 

“That this encampment consider the advisability of recommending to the 


Commandery-in-Chief to have the question of ‘average camp attendance’ re- 
inserted in the inspection blanks.” 


The committee feel that this recommendation is inexpedient and 


that therefore it ‘ought not to pass.’’” The Committee’s report was 
adopted. 


The Committee reported “ought to pass” on the following resolu- 
es presented by Camp 116, of Hanson, by Charles E. Ford, First 
Sergeant: 


COMMITTER ON RESOLUTION: 
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REsouveED, That the delegates to the Commandery-in-Chief i 
2 5 gates H -in-Chief peti- 
tion that honorable body to amend the Constitution, ene 
pucgulauions, Chapter II, Article 1, by adding the following section 
viz, : - ; 


“That no person,eligible to mem 


3 { ership in the Order of the Sons of Veteran: 
whose settled place of residence within 2 city or town where a Camp e 
ists, shall be mustered into the order in another Gity or town without an oft. 
cial permit from the Camp in the place where he resides,” : 


The Committee also reported “ought to pas on the following 
resolution offered by Past. Captain A. E. Hurd tor Jamp 101 ot 
Westminster : 


“Tnasmuch as no instruction is 
regard to assuming the hailing 
it, 

RESOLVED—“That the delegates from this Di ion to the 


ment be instructed to vote forthe abolition of the si 
ercises,” 


The report was adopted. 


given recruits in any degree in 
sign at the close of camp meeting, be 


e National 
gn during the clos 


RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT. 


The following resolutions were presented by the Committee : 
Resotvep—"That the th 


t anks of this encampment of-the the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veteran U.S. A., be tendered to the Hon. A. R. B. Sprague, 
Mayor of the City of Wore er, for courtesies shown by him, for his presence 
at the opening of the encampment and f he eloquent and patriotic address 
then delivered.” 


Adopted. 


RESOLVED - “That the thanks of this encampment be tendered to the Sons of 


Veterans Camps in Worcester for their hospitality and entertainment.” 


Adopted. 


That the Massachuse 


‘tts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., in 
of the conspicuous worth and notable 
ion Commander, Charles K. Darling, here- 

the position of Commander-in-Chiet, 
aional Encampment at Indianapolis to use 


(Applause.) 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
At this point (12.40 o'clock), it was voted to take a recess until 2 
o'clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The afternoon session was opened promptly at 2 o'clock, Col. H. 

. Sisson in cite elie ‘ * 

Upon motion by Past Col. D. B. Purbeck, (seconded by Inspector 
E. we Tuttle,) it was voted that the taking tin of the heseroud and 
countersign be dispensed with. 

Col, Sisson: The next thing on the order of business is ‘new busi- 
ness.” Has an, Brother anything to Propose 2 

Past Capt. W. R. Davis: ‘As there doesn’t seem to be an thing in 
the line of new business to present, I move that we proceed with the 
nomination and election of officers. Motion seconded by Past. Col. 
Purbeck. he motion, was, however, withdrawn to permit the 


Belecuion of a time and a place for holding the next annual encamp- 
ment, 


ENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT. 
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PLACE FOR NEXT ENCAMPMENT. 


Lieut. Kimball of Camp 129 cordially mvited the Division fo hold 
its next encampment in Haverhill, a city which he said had_ but ones 
claim to distinction. It isa city which has never had the vonow 
an annual encampment; it has never had the honor of being tng 
home of a Commander-in-Chief or of the higher officers o the 
ivision, yet it is a city which has been identified with the bistore 
sachusetts almost as long as historic Boston, It is a city whi 
has been settled for more than 250 years. It is a city which bee! 
immortalized in verse by one of the greatest poets of this age. ct i 
a city which furnished during the war of rebellion, its full auotag 
men; the graves of those men dot the lands cape of nearly every p ei 
tlefleld of the South. It was the home of the brave Major te 0) 
whom the local Post with its 438 members is named. It is the wane 
of Col. J. N. Nichols, the soldier for whom my camp wis names ‘ oe 
camp which contains on its rolls the name of a, Commancer ore 
Grand Army Post, the name of the oldest son of a BY oaeoe in| i 
country, (our one claim to distinction,) a man who ho only # 
veteran and ason of a veteran, but the father of neering ps 
who has on his badge the yellow ribbon and is a life mem ber of the 
Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veteran As a citizen of that tov 
born and bred within its limits, my ancestors having lived. there fs 
200 yea it gives me pleasure to present to this convention AS the 
place for holding its next annual encampment, the nanie.O a ay er 
hill, the birthplace of the Quaker Poet, John Greenleaf W by ier ee 
the home of the oldest son of a vereru ” the United States, Maj 
John E, Mills, 82 years old. (Applause.) bias yy. 

Past, Gal. Pabe said that ite Rid not wish to throw cold ae 
on the idea of meeting in any small city, but enesnoned whetlag 
the members of the encampment could flnd suita le hote age a 
modations there. Saidhe, ‘I am not here to prapose, any Dp: ace) 
but I hope some place will be selected where we can be properly 
Satu We O.Udhamlocon dike disek 

ast Col. N. C. Upham closed the dis 
called he “usual aati? that the next annual encampment be 
held in Boston. (Laughter.) The motion was adopted. ree... 

On Motion of Past Col. Upham, it was voted Pe vesis! e one Me 
next annual encampment be on the afternoon of the 21st, and du 
ing the 22d, of February, 1898. 


sion by making what he 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Past Col. F. E. Bolton nominated Senior Vice Commander UE 
Frank Williamson of Canton for Division Commander; but Brot ue 
Williamson stated that it was very generally known that he w ou d 
have to sever his connection with the Massachusetts Div sion Canoe 
this year, and take his departure for the South. T want i : Hy 1e: 
understood, said Rrother Williamson, that I have giv en thy $0 ome 
word of honor that I could not be a candidate in this cony ention i 
day for the position of Division Commander; the routers out Ne 
Soran Tene thoroughly understand it, and also the ; ro ean sft 
you will probably nominate and elect has been so in oxmnee by my- 
self previous to this date. I want to thank the members ; 4 BG 
campment for the honors they have bestowed upon me ghey orl 
have been engaged in during the past ten years 1n the) assac ee ts 
Division has been very pleasant work, and IT am sure that I leave 
the Division and that work with feelings of regret. I further 
ask the indulgence of the convention and permission to nominate 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 5 


the Brother who will follow me, O 
Division Commander. ( Applause.) 
Col. Sisson:—Are there any other nominations? 

Past Col, Bolton:—Inasmuch as there appears to be no other can- 
didate, and as we did in the case of the good Brother who now oc- 
cupies the chair, I think it would be fltting that the Adjutant be 
instructed to cast one ballot bearing the name of O range H. Cook 
as the choice of this convention tor Division Commander. (Ap- 
plause.) I move that such ballot be cast. 

The motion was seconded by Past Captain Bray, and unanimously 
carried. (Appl:ause.) 

The Adjutant cast the ballot in accordance with the above motion, 
and Col. Sisson declares vresult thereof that Orange H. Cook had 
been duly elected as Division Commander for the ensuing year. 

Division Commander-elect Cook, acknowledged the honor be- 
stowed upon him in the folowing words:—" With your hearty coop- 
eration, I will try for the ensuing year to make the administration of 
the affairs of this Division as successful as they have been in the 
past.” (Applause.) : 

Col. Sisson :—At this © of the game (Laughter) I would like to 
announce a committee which I omitted under new business, and that 
is the committee on ** Early History of the Division.” I would like 
to appoint on that committee, Past Capt. Wm. R. Davis of Cam- 
bridge, Past Capt. Geor L. Bray of Lynn, and Past Capt. C. H. 
Messenger of Boston, to report at the next annual encampment. 


range {I, Cook of Melrose, for 


ELECTION OF SENIOR VICE COMMANDER, 


Past, Col. Upham nominated Leonard C. Couch of Taunton, for 
the oflice of Senior Vice Commander. He said that way back m the 
early days of the order there were a few of us (who are now gray- 
heads, by the way, or bald-heads,) who did a little service in the in- 
terest of the M: Division, first doing service in our camps and 
then later in the Division work. We have perhaps some of us re- 
ceived at your hands all the honors that we were entitled to. There 
js one brother, though, who has done good service in the order, one 
of the most honorable and upright men in our Division, a man whose 
character is of the best, aman whom we who have been associated 
with him in the Division work have found a man of good judgment, 
aman of discretion, and a man who if this division ever sees fit to 
make Commander, will be one of great credit to ourselves. I refer 
to Leonard C. Couch of Taunton, (Applause) a brother who way 
back was a Captain of his camp, assisted me in the work of the Di- 
vision as Inspector, (and a most excellent one he was,) a brother 
whom the Division saw fit to honor as Junior Vice Commander, (as 
we then called them Majors) and gave good service, but for good 
reasons declined any further preferment at your hands, and now be- 
ing in a position, as he is, to accept office at the hands of the Mas 
chusetts Division, I think it is nothing more than right that he 
should receive at your hands the position of Senior Vice Commander, 
for I believe, should he ever be Commander of this Division, that 
he will do honor to us on all occasions and in all places; and_with 
these few words, I place in nomination, Leonard C. Couch of Taun- 
ton, for Senior Vice Commander. 

Past Capt. Messenger, seconded the nomination, saying :—“T want 
to heartily second that nomination. I can look around this body 
and probably on two hands count all that were in it when L first 
started,—Davis, Couch, Sargent, Upham, Maccabe. I cannot think 
of any others, though there may be afew. L can earnestly say that. 
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if you want a man who will fill the bill, Leonard ©. Couch is the 
man.”” 

The nominations were declared closed. ania 

ast Col. Darling:—‘tI move, sir, that one ballot be cast bearing 
the name of Leonard C. Couch for Senior Vice Div. ¢ ‘omminder. 
The motion was seconded by Past Captain Smith of Camp 90, anc 
adopted. (Applause.) 
eee a ilemestent Couch addressed the encampment 
as follows :—‘ Brothers of the Mass. Division, ] ium ver old, but 
still have a little life in me. [I thank you heartily for taking mc 
from the ranks again and placing me in a high position, next pS 2 
highest in your gift. [ trust that you will not be disappointec ae 
will do what T Gan to see that my end of the rope i kept taut, 
(Applause.) 


JUNIOR VICK COMMANDER. 


Past Captain Laythe of Clinton, speaking for the camps oF Conti 
Massachusetts, nominated Past Capt. Charle . Bennett o B ee, 
for Junior Vice Commander. Bro, Laythe said that Bro. Re oral - 
was aman whom all had learned to respect, having been in Rea 
since 1882, first Captain of his camp and always looking Outer fr 
interests of his camp. ‘ By referring to the Brothers of ( saa Fi wr 
will find that Bro. Bennett has always been willing Ca 
assist the camp, and T, for one, asa member of Camp 1 Seay iid 
Bro. Bennett has been of great assistance tO Us. He eS ad deme iS 
man who can honor the position of Junior Vice Comunce a tan 
# man who not only isan honor to the Sons of Veterat he a, 
honor to the citizens of Hudson, the town in which he lives fron oe 
last year elected a member of the House of Represenuis ’ Beal oi 
section, and was elected for two years as a member of Cl ork. He 
Selectmen of his town, being appointed to the position a follow. He 
isa man who, regardless of politics, is considered a goo F that sort 
is not a man who goes around to buy votes or anyt bing OF le . Vice 
simply this, that if you want Charles EK. Bennett, fou ounae hi Sg 
Commander, he is prepared to serve you well. W o fe ia ilies - re 
entitled to the position: we feel that we, as members of the st th 5 
of Central Massachusetts, have done all in our power 40, Mu une ‘a 
members in filling the higher positions, and it now is our 1g) ie 

lave a chance at some of these plum At the same tine, Yara 
perfectly satisfied with the way thin : eer this 
want now is that you in turn assist us. great ple t Ca He 
fume to put in nomination Captain Charles E, Bennett 0 amp 5, 

udson.”’ (Applause. Fi a 

Past Col. pam: Tiga “plums” are mighty bitter, T tell von 

Other nominations were made by Capt. Charles WW Bion oF 
Camp 25, Worcester, who presented the name of Past Capt. Ter em 
Ne Leach of the same Camp. (Applause), The nomination was 
ably seconded by Brother Larkham. ain ae 

*ast Capt. Dodge of Camp 5 at this point seconded the nomination 
of Brother Bennett, as made above. ‘Chere were no further nomina- 
tions. 2 

The following tellers were appointed to receive and ou ag the 
votes: Col. B. F. Cook, of Camp 24, Gloucester; Guy P. Allen, n 
Camp 11,Whitman; Past Capt. George S. Wentworth, of Camp 47, 
Canton. ‘| 

At the suggestion of Past Col. Bolton, Commander f 
clared a recess of five minutes to enable delegations to “get 
for voting. ee yas'as followse 

The result of the vote as counted by the committee was as follows: 


I 


son de; 
bogether’ 


ELECTION OF OFFICE 


Ss. 5e 


Whole number of votes cast, 3 
Necessary fora choice, 177. 
Past Capt. Herbert N. Leach had 103. 
ast Capt. Charles E. Bennett had 250. 
Past Capt. Bennett was declared elected Junior Vice Commander. 
Brother Bennett addressed the encampment as follows: “Mr. 
Commander and Brothers of the En sunpment, Lam not in the right 
voice to-day to do myself justice, and so at this time I will merely 
thank you most sincerely for the compliment that you have paid me 
personally, and also for the Central M. chusetts Division. I will 
endeavor to do my duty to the best of my ability, and in the words 
of the Senior- Vice Commander-elect, I, t6o, will to keep my end 
of the string taut.” (Applause). 
On motion of Past Captain Leach, the election of Past Capt. Ben- 
nett as Junior View Commander was made unanimous. 


DIVISION COUNCIL. 
Pa Capt. W. Re Davi 
established in this Division, T 


‘oMowing out a custom long since 
ise at this time to place in nomi- 
nation for a position on the Division Council, Col, i. 4 Sisson, and 
I move that the Adjutant cast one ballot bearing Bro. on’s name 
for that position.” (Applause.) The motion w. eagerly seconded 
by several brothe and, being put by Senior Vice Commander 
Williamson, was unanimously adopted. 

Bro. Willard Ilowland of Camp $1, named Judge Adyoe: 
Lounsbury of Camp 66 for the incoming Division Council; Pa 
Sargent named Past Capt. Samuel A. Picker ing of Lowell; Pas 
Stevens named Past Capt. J. Harry Fayerweather of Camp 76, Wes 
horo; Chas, L. Lamberton placed in nomination, Past Capt. J. J. 
Torpey of Camp 2. 

On motion by Bro. Bullock of Camp 106 (seconded by Delegate 
White of Camp 106,) it was voted that the two brothers réceiving the 
highest number of votes for Division Council be declared elected as 
the second and third members thereof. 


INSPECTOR-G 


tAL WELCOMED. 


At this juncture, Inspector-General Arthur B. Spink of Proyi- 
dence, R. I., was ushered into the hall and introduced to the 
encampment by Commander Sission Inspector-General Spink said: 

Col son and menibers of the 15th encampment of the Mass. 
Division: I hope you will pardon me for any lengthy remarks, but I 
do wish to say that it is a great pleasure for ine to be here as 2 rep- 
resentative of the Commandery-in-Chief, TI joined our order in this 
city and state asa member of A. A, Goodeli Camp No. 2 thirteen 
years ago, (Applause), hence I felt it a duty of mine not only to be 


here as a representative of the Commandery-in-Chief, but to come 
here as a former member of Camp 2. L can nothing about the 


Division except that I wish to thank the Division Commander, Col. 
Sisson, and his Inspector (Bro. Tuttle) for the manner in which they 
have tried to perform their duties; but owing to the flre at Uxbridge, 
the report of the Division Inspector has not yet been received, Iam 
informed that it will be there in few day: I have taken great 
pride in announcing what M. chusetts is doing for the Grand 
Army and the relief of the veterans. I mention it wherever 1 Fixe} 
and assure everybody that Massachusetts stands at the head in all 


the the charitable work of our noble order toward the veteran 
soldier. (Applause.) It was my pleasure to be in company with the 
Department Commander of the G 


A. R. who recently vacated that 
office (Commander Wm. P. Derby.) Tle seemed to be unware that 
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we were doing such good work in Massachusetts, and requested me 
to write to the Division Commander asking him for the < that he 
might embody the figures which I had given him, in his report. : 
do not know whether Col. Sisson did so or not; however, Commander 
Derby was very much pleased with the showing we had made in this 


Cimcaaco, ILL., Feb. 


Cou. Harry D. Sisson, Commander Mass. Div., Sons ol Veterans, 
U.S. A ‘ 
Generals Hammer and Loebenstem join me in extending greet- 

ings to Massachusetts Division. Accept our congratulations on your 

sucressful administration. May the Division be equally fortunate 
in your successor. 


J.L. RAKE, <a 
Commander-in- Chief. 


While waiting for the tellers to report the result of the ballot 
for Division Council, Senior Vice Commander Williamson moved 
that the Adjutant be instructed to cast one ballot for Harry Dy 
Sisson as the choice of this encampment a member of the Sole 
diers’ Home Commission for five years. The motion v econded, 
and being put to a vote by the Junior Vice Commander, was 
adopted. 


The following communication was received from the Daughters of 
Veterans,—the reading of same calling forth loud applius: 


dd, 1897. 
, Sons of 


‘To the Officers and Delegat 
‘Veterans, in convention assembled. 
GREETINC 
To you, my Brother: 
alty, I extend hearti 
May all your effor 
begun be ¢rowned w 


s, in the bond of Fraternity, Charity and Loy- 
ing and best wishes 


for your order. 
ving on the work you have so nobly 


God bless you, every one. . 
Hoping and trusting you may enjoy a long life of happiness under 
the flag our fathers saved, Lam fraternally yours, 


ALKER, 


ELLEN M. W a 
z h of Veterans. 


Past National President, Daughter: 


_The result of the ballot for the two members of the Division Coun- 

cil was then announced as follows: 

Past Capt. J. J. Torpey, f 90 

Past Capt. Samuel A. Pickering, 150 

Past Capt. J. I. Fayerweather, 184 

Judge Advocate E. H. Lounsbury, 260 F 
The result was the occasion for more applause in the convention, 
and Brothers E. H. Lounsbury and J. IL. Fayerweather were de- 
elared elected on the Division Council for the ensuing year. 


DELEGATES O NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT. 


Chaplain (Rev.) George N. Howard of Melrose said that it gave 
him great pleasure to nominate as Delegate-at-Large to represent 


» pe With the best w 
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this Division at the National Encampment, William R. Waterman. 
(Applause). On motion by Past Capt. Messenger, it was voted that 
the Adjutant cast one ballot for William R. Waterman as Delegate- 
at-Large. The vote was cast, and Brother Waterman’s election de- 
clared, 

Brother Willard Howland nominated Past Capt. CG. F. O’Brien as 
a delegate to the National Encampment; Judge Advocate Louns- 
bury did the same pleasant honor to Thomas J. Hannon, of Camp 
7, Dedham ; Past Capt, IL. N. Leach put in nomination Past Capt. 
Brother Warner, of Camp 108, 


amed his old friend, Past 

named Past Capt. 

s named Brother Hd- 
kering, of Lowell, presented 

srother C. F. Perkins of Camp $; and Past Col. 

Upham kept the ball a-rolling by nominating Capt. A. A. Tilden, 

Arlington. : 

On motion of Brother Larkham, the nominations were closed. 


AID SOCTETY. 


A beautiful “Floral Basket” accompanied the following letter 
from the Ladies’ Aid Society :— 


roses Worcester, Feb. 2 

To the Sons of Veterans in Convention Assembled: 

ies’ Aid Society, Diy. Mass., at the Sixth Diy. Convention 

xtend kindly greetings to their Brothers in session convened 
in Worcester. 


1896. 


successful convention we beg your ac- 
ng and are pleased to sign ourselves, 
Your Sisters in F. C. and L., 
M. AGNES RHODES, 
S. A. Davis, 
JENNIE CUMMINGS, 
Epira A. LEAVITT, 
LinniAn F. Burnitam. 
On motion by Chaplain Howard, it was voted that we return greet- 
ings to the Ladies’ Aid Society, and that a committee of three be 
appointed by the Commander for that purpose. Bro. Howland sug- 
gested that greetings be extended to the Daughters of Veterans 
through the same committee, and, through an amendment to the 
motion (accepted by Chaplain Howard,) the Committee was in- 
structed so to do, The committee appointed was as follows: Chap- 
ar ea N. Howard, Inspector 5. F. ‘Tuttle and Surgeon A. A, 
Tilden. ~ 
tiOn motion by Bro. Couch, it was voted that the eight brothers re- 
ceiving the highest number of yotes he declared elected as delegates 
to the National Encampment. 
While the ballots were being counted to see who were elected del- 
tes to the National Encampment, ity voted, on motion by 
ast Col. Purbeck, that the selection of alternates to that Encamp- 
ment be lett to the incoming Division Council. The motion was 
seconded by Past Capt. Richards and carried. 
On motion by Past Capt. W.R. Davis, (seconded by Past Capt. 


ceptance of this fioral offe 
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Storey) it was voted that the proceedings of this encampment be 
published within 90 days. 

Inasmuch as a stenographer (Bro. Jacob W. Powell of Camp 82, 
Boston,) had reported the proceedings of the encampment, it was 
voted, on motion by Past Capt. W. R. Davis, that the reading of the 
records of this day’s sessions be dispensed with. 

Past. Col. Bolton then ascended the platform and made the fol- 
lowing: 


PRESENTATION TO THE RETIRING COMMANDER, 


Brother Bolton said:—I would like to interrupt the proceedings 
for a moment to say to the Brothers that [ know that, throughout 
the Division we have appreciated the faithful and conscientious ser- 
vices of Brother Sisson as Division Commander. We have appre- 
ciated his record of e since the time he was mustered in asa 
member of the organization, and in the various oflices he has held 
there has been no time when called upon, when he did not report 
for duty and perform that duty to the very best of his abilit 
in a most satisfactory manner. I do not desire particularly to eulo- 
gize him, but merely to express the appreciation of his friends, the 
members of h ui, and to present to him without any further 
comment (be comment is unnecessary when we give toa mana 


ray 


testimonial, as is usual at this time), this Jewel of the organization. 
It is embellished with the rank strap of the Division Commander, 
the silver eagle; at the top there ure some six diamonds, that will 


very likely remind him of the true friendship of his assc tes dur- 
ing the past year, and in the years during which he h erved the 

Ivision. At the base we have three stones representing the red, 
white and blue, the Colors of our country’s flag, which will signify 
to him that he, in his loyal service for the Sons of Veterans, has en- 
deared himself to themand that they have been pleased to loyally 
serve under him during the past year. Commander ‘on, for your 
friends, I desire to pin upon your bre this ba and to assure 
you that with it ¢o their hearty best wishes for your future pros- 
perity and sucec no matter in what undertaking in life. (Ap- 
plause and cheers, ) ° 

Commander Sisson, in accepting the handsome tribute of his 
brothers, said he hardly knew what to si T have worked earnestly, 
he continued, “and this token of appreciation of my services im- 
presses me beyond my power to expre T thank you one and all 
for the kindly consideration that Lhave had at your hands, and I 
trust that the heart that beats under that badge, when my corporeal 
body shall be consigned to the ranks, will beat as truly for the Sons 
of Veterans during my natural life as it has in the past. God bless 
you, my brothers. I uppreciate everything that you have done for 
me. (Applause.) i _ 

The result of the ballot for Delegates to the National Enecamp- 
ment was then announced as follows :— 


Bro. Janes, Bro. McDavitt, ao 
Bro, Simmons, Bro. Jackman 98 
Bro. Perkins, Bro. Cook, 13 
Bro. Greene, Bro. Filson, 158 
Bro. Waugh, Bro. Brown, 198 
Bro. O' Brien, Bro. Hannon, 217, 
Bro. Tilden, Bro. Fish, 218 


The following were dec 


A red elected as Delegates to the National 
Encampment of 1897 :— i 


oe 
=I 


INSTALLATION. 


Capt. O. S. Fish, of Camp 108, Pittstield. 
Capt. A.A. Tilden, of Camp 45, Arlington, 
Past Capt. Thos. J. Hannon, of Camp 75, Dedham. 
C.F. O'Brien, of Camp 46, Boston. 
. Walter Il. Brown, of Camp 60, Holyoke. 
. Henry BE. Waugh, of Camp 11, Whitman. 
eA. Filson, of Camp 41, Waltham. 
Bro. Edward J. Green, of Camp 87, Peabody. 
On motion by Past Capt. Holman, of Camp 33, it. was voted that 
the reports of the officers for the ensuing year be printed before the 
assembling of the delegates at the next annual encampment and that 
copi f the same be distributed among the delegates, ete., at the 
opening of the next encampment. 


INSTALLATION. 


Inspector, General Arthur B. Spink then installed the newly 
elected Division Oflicers’ as follows : 

Division Commander, Orange H. Cook of Melrose. 

Senior Vice Divison Commander, Leonard C. Couch of ‘Taunton. 

Junior Vice Division Commander, Charles E. Bennett of Hudson. 

Division Council, Harry D. Sisson of Pittsfield: J. Marry Fayer- 
weather of Westboro ; Edward II. Lounsbury of Woburn. 

The Staff Oflicers appointed by the incoming Commander are as 
follows: 


STAFF, 


Surgeon, W. 'T. Tisdale, Medfield. 
Chaplain, Rey. T. iE. Chappell, Holyoke. 
Adjutant, Geo. N. Toward, Melrose. 
Quartermaster, Fred W. Stantial, Melrose. 
Inspector, Fred E. Warner, Salem. 

Mustering Oflicer, Tilton 8S. Bell, Charlestown. 

Judge Advocate, Frank A. Richards, East Weymouth. 


NON-COMMISSIONE 


STAFF, 


Sergeant Major, Geo. W. Chapman, Melrose. 
Quartermaster Sergeant, John A. Baxter, Wakefield. 
Chaplain Toward, for the committee appointed, to convey the 
greetings of the encampment to the Ladies’ Aid Society and Daugh- 
ters of Veterans, reported that the last named society a 
session, but that the Ladies’ Aid Society was. The commi 
yeyed the greetings of the Sons, which were warmly received by 
the sister socie 
Past Col. me ( 


ook in the chair)—“I moye the acceptance 
of the Committee's .’ The motion was seconded and carried. 

Upon motion by P: Capt. Hendee of Camp 136, the encamp- 
ment adjourned at 5.30 P. M., Feb. 22d, 1897, until the afternoon of 
Feb. 21st, 1898. 


Jacon W. PowELL, 
Stenographer. 
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DIVISION ORDERS. 


~ 3, 


SERIES 1896. PrIrrsrileELD, MARCH 3, 1896, 


I Having been elect 

L. aving be scted and installed Commander of the Massachu- 

sGtts HVS TOR at the recent Encampment held in Boston, February 
22, last, lereby assume command, and have established head- 


quarters at R Eneland’s New ildi Y 3 fi 
fleld, ereauatoor ld, England’s New Building, North Street, Pitts. 


II. The following ofti 
t cers were elected at » Pourtee 
heap nent of Age De aes e ed at the Fourteenth Annual 
Division Commander, Harry D. Sisson, Cam 8, Pittsti 
5 of vommander, Harry D. Sisson, Cana) 108, Pittstield. 
4, ogee Vice Division Commander, H. Franis Williamson, Camp 


Aretrceee Vice Division Commander, Orange IH. Cook, Camp 79, 


ion Council, Fred E. Bolton, Camp, 46, Roxbury: Harry 


Di 
S. Thompson, Camp 81, Chelsea; Walter H. Brown, Camp 60, Hol- 


yoke. 


The following Repres atives 

‘ 1G g presentatives and Alternates were elected to 
Girne she Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
os yen ousville, Ixentucky, in September, 1896. 
five “Tn 7 Ge: W.R. Waterman, Camp 67, Hanover. Representa- 
Roe uri: itangon, Camp 75, Dedham; C.F. O'Brien, Camp 46, 
63 Tolle 3. I. Smith, Camp 46, Roxbury; H. M. Holbrook, Camp 
aie Taare ed ¥ lay, Camp 82, Boston; C. H. Messenger, Camp 

%, a x FAs: ee: dal Ss ate Ms 36. r mn: S¢ a] A ick 
ering, Camp 78, tesenee vury, Camp 66, Woburn; Samuel A. Pick 
yyy Stnate at Large: Howard F. Eaton, Boston. Alternates: Chas. 
gy Hillman, Medford; John FH. Cairn, Glouc s. F. Perkins, 
i Muttle Gob gen mah ae A, Be Tilden, AUS UO Edwin 
Cl ie, Uxbridge; I. H. ¢ es, Malden; A. G. Jewett, rd; 
Chas. G. Keeley, feat ones, Malden; A ewett, Medford; 


Ill. All the 


Oflicers appointed upon the Staff of Commander Bolt 
are hereby relieved fre ie ill for. to the 
1 a eve om service and will report for duty to t 
Captains of their respective camps. , cnty tor 

IV. The followi i 
rearner ing « fs are hereby made 8 
aus Division Cane appointments we pereby made upon the Statt of 
Oeson. UNS A Tilden Camp 45, Arlington. 
Adi Rey. George N. Howard, Camp 79, Melrose. 
Oqiutant, D. M. Peck, Camp 108, Pittsfield. 
Theneermaster, B. FP. Woodward, Camp 108, Pittsticld. 
Meera: Edwin F. Tuttle, Camp 18, Uxbridg: 
TqaPeen ee eee FrankS. Wlingworth, Camp 9, North Adams. 
Noes dvocate, 5. H. J.ounsbury, Camp 66, Woburn. 
ters, Saree omm ioned Staff, detailed for duty at these headquar- 
B. A. Stews ee S. Fish, Pittsfield; Quartermaster-Nergeant, 
f official correspondence s ir t 
Commander, Alii spondence should be directed either to the 
i a : jutant or Quartermaster, Box 38, Pittsfi ¢ 
46 insite Bini Pea oe en urtermaster, Box 1168, Pittsfield, Mass., 


All remittances s > , > e order of a W 
ward, Guartrmmen e TEER ARTES Set ISRaa araeiroNt4: 


VI. The quarterly report bl 
1896, are transmitted Re i 
fact that the figures in 


lanks for the quarter ending March 31, 
rewith, and attention is again called to the 
red ink ave taken-from the last quarter’s re- 
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ports from each camp, and aesé not be changed upon any condition. If 
error exists, notify the Adjutant at once upon receipt, and he will 
make all necessary corrections, Captains will see that these Ren or 
are properly made out and forwarded on the last meeting night in 
March, 


VIL. In accordance with the recommendations of Commander Bol- 
ton, the following votes were passed at the last encampment: * 

Voted, “That the 
in the Horace Binney S 
chusetts.” 

Voted, “That this encampment : 
standing the sum of twenty cents, the s 
pro ratio, in addition to the regular per capita tax, 
and the camps collect the assessment from its membe 
to the nmount charged for annual dues." 


achusetts Division purchase a dormitory 
‘nt Hall of the Soldiers’ Home in Ma 


sess every member in good 
me to be paid by the camps 

March 31, 1896, 
in addition 


Voted, “That the supervision or care of said dormitory be un- 
der the direction of a Special Commission of Five, to be elected at 
this encampment for the terms ranging from one to five years, so 
that hereafter one member will be elected at each encampment, for 
a term of five years. The duties of said Commission, shall be to de- 
vise means for the proper maintenance of the Dormitory, providing 
all needed articles for its equipment. The Division Commander 
shall be a member of this Commission ex-oflicio. Furthermore that 
all funds accredited to the Dormitory shall be held by the Division 
Quartermaster, and disbursed under the di ion of said Commis- 
sion, proper vouchers for all expenditures bein provided.” 

In accordance with the aboye votes, the ssment of twenty 
cents per capita is hereby ordered and must be paid with the regular 
pita tax, maki 


per ¢ a a total payment (for this quarter only) of 
thirty-five cents for each member in good standing. The vote Is 


self-explanatory and I bespeak the hearty co-operation of every 
camp in the Division in exemplifying the great principle, CHARITY, 
in aimanner at once so practical and worthy. 


VIII. One of the greatest avenues open to our order to-day, andthe 
one great medium of conmunication between the camp room and 
the community, is the newspaper. It is desirable that camps keep 
pefore the public as much possible in all legitimate ways, a 
would suggest t any items of interest regarding Sons of Veterans 
matters, wil ceive recognition, if sent to Col. Fred E. Bolton, 
Fanewl Hall, Boston, on or before Friday morning of each week. 
1X. Theattention of captains is again called to the fact that new 
requisition blanks for supplies from headquarters have been re- 
ceived and all previous fornis are obsolete. ‘The new blanks contain 
correct prices for all supplies, and no requisition can be filled from 
headquarters upon any other form. Captains are hereby directed to 
Jook up the stock of supplies, and if ‘Porm (L.. 11-95, 20 
M)” is not already on hand, the same should be ordered at once and 
all old forms destroyed. Immediate attention to this request will 
save both camps and Division headquarters much annoyance and 
misunderstanding. 


x. A very commendable effort was made by the last admir 
tion to raise by voluntary subscription, a ‘Flag fund” of sufficient 
proportions to enable the Division to own a set of colors. About 
half the amount needed has been secured and acknowledged. There 
js still room in the treasury for further contributions, and it ishoped 
that camps will respond as freely as possible. 
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Amount previously acknowledged for the fund, 
Camp 53, Orange, 


Total fund to date, 70.44 


XI. In taking command of this, the second largest Division in our 
order, I appreciate the honor and the importance of the trust im- 
posed upon me, and I also realize that it will be no easy matter to 
maintain the pace set by my predecessors in oflice. . 

; The distance of the present headquarters from the numerical 
as well as the geographical center of the Division, will make it an 
impossibility for your commander to do as much in the line of per- 
sonal sitation and social work, has been the custom in the past, 
yet where it shall appear to be for the best interests of the order 
and a not ove extravagant luxury for the Division finances, T shall 
endeavor to r pond to such calls as are practical. 

While I may not be so much in evidence upon purely social 
occasions, it shall be my aim to furnish the brothers of this Division 
with an administration run on economical and business principles, 
with a liberal inculation of the spirit of the Golden Rule in our trans- 
actions. 
ee R ealizing that the best results cannot be obtained without the 
hearty co-operation of ery individual brother, Task you, one and 
all, for your friendly counsel, your charitable consideration of short- 
comings, and your loyal support in all that ‘tends to the upbuilding 
of our order among the nations of the earth.” 


ae By order of 
icial: - H. D. Stsson, Division Commander. 
» M. Peck, Adjutant. 


ORDER Ne 
SERIEs 1 
al: Memorial Day, a synonym of Sons of Veterans Day, is again 
een us, and no true Son’ of a Veteran needs to be reminded as to 
ti ables upon that day. Every Brother knows that his duty for 
é tat day is with his Camp, and every Brother is most earnestly 
duested to devote this one day to the solemn duty which it is his 
unberent privilege to perform. “Special attention is called to para- 
graph 1 of the Commandery-in-Chief, general order No. 2, which is 
promulgated herewith. ‘ 
are nag aplain’s reports are also sent with this order, aud Captains 
ae ee directed to see to it personally that these reports are 
ie Tho y made out and mailed to the Division Chaplain, Rev. George 
the Ae oe Melrose, Mass., immediately after the ceremonies of 
respor ‘sil at important, and Captains will be held personally 
esponsi le for the prompt transmission of these repor 
Memorane: are requested to attend memorial + » in a body on 
sac Th a eunaay, in all cases where invitations hav been extend- 
will Sale a Services of Memorial Day it pected that Camps 
eis a eer their services for such duties as the Grand Army may 
eemnetha ? perform, but we must be careful not to let our zeal to do 
ba euaemepe extend to the point of assuming, unsolicited, any of the 
BTOr Od HEINER that are dear to the “Old Veteran ” himself. It is our 
Place to assist in every possible way, but not to dictat 
the ¥ et every member of the Massachusetts Divi 
1e ran} s of his Camp and do his level be to make the work of 
Memorial Day an object lesson to the survivors of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, and an assurance that their legacy to us will be 
carefully guarded, and the memories of their services will not be 
allowed to wane, even though their ranks show the ravages of time. 


PIrrsFIELD, MAY 4, 1896, 


a 


on_ appear in 
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YW. The Commander wishes to express his gratitude for the 
prompt and cheerful manner in which the Camps have responded to 
the assessment for the Dormitory Fund, at_ the Soldiers’ Home. 
With the possible exception of three Camps, all have made a cheer- 
ful response, although in several instances the Camp treasuries 
have shown a deficit after paying the assessment, this fact alone 
emphatically proving that the Sons are in earnest in the work they 
haye in hand. Charity is still one of the great principles upon 
which our order is built, and the practical working of this principle 
has been nobly exemplified by the Camps of this Division. 


HII. There seems tobe a misunderstanding in regard to the send- 
ing of reports on the part of the officers of some of the Camps, 
some of the reports of the last quarter being sent to the Adjutant, 
others to the Quartermaster and still others to the Quartermaster 
Sergeant. ‘ " 

An addressed envelope will always be enclosed with the quar- 
terly report blanks and both the reports of the First Sergeant and 
the Quartermaster Sergeant should be mailed in such envelope to 
the Adjutant of the Division. Remittances should be made payable 
to the Division Quartermaster, and mailed with the reports to the 
Adjutant. By attention to this rule, Camp oflicers can save much 
needless annoyance and delay at Division headquarte 


IV. By the consolidated reports published herewith, it will be 
seen that the Division sustains a large loss in membership during 
the last quarter. Many Camps have been in the habit of “carr 
members who have become derelict in the payment. of due 
when it became necessary to pay an assessment on all member 
eood standing the case on the last quarter, there was a gen- 
eral suspension of this ‘deadwood, which accounts largely for the 
loss sustained. Many Camps carry men whom they dislike to su: 
pend, hoping to collect’ the dues “sometime,” but this practice 
not a promoter of a good working membership and oftentimes 
the entering wedge for lax methods that will eventually down the 
amp unless great care is exer No man’s interest in his Camp 
increased by these methods: and Camp officers will find it much 
easier to maintain an interest if } t promptly and in a business 
like way. by making close collections of dues, when due, | ‘ 

Remember that it is better to have a small camp of working 
and paying membe thana large mp, when a dozen men have to 
do all the work and bear the financial burden at the same time. 

Let every member of every camp in this Div 
himself into a recruit committee of one, and bring in 
recruit to his camp. his can be easily accomplished if the Broth- 
ers will but think so, and as soon as they have thought, put that 
thought into action, It is possible to retrieve not. only the loss of 
the last quarter, put it is also possible to put the Old Bay State Di- 
yision on top as the banner Division of the entire or ation. 
This is not an “iridescent dream,” but a tangible poss 
needs only the hearty co-operation of our own members to make 
into a reality. Massachusetts is the second largest Division, we 
want to make her the largest. Whe Massachusetts Department of 
the G. A. R. numbers 22,594 Comrades, a sure indication that the 
Sons have not covered their ruiting field, with a membership of 
jess than one-fourth that number. We want good men, now is the 
time to get them. Every Son knows another, get him to join and 
then another. ‘Try it on and you will be surprised to see how easily 
it can be done. 
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V. In the rush of getting headquarters settled ready for business, 
several errors crept into the last General Order, ‘The name of 
Brother George L. Bray, Camp 1, Lynn, was omitted from the list 
of Representatives to the Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief. In the list of alternates John IL. Cairn should re read 


John H. Cavin, and the name of Chas. G. Keeley should have read 
Charles G. Kelley. 


VI. The meeting nights of Lieut. Nathaniel Bowditch Camp, No. 
50, have been changed to second and fourth Thursday evenings of 
each month 


ceived. One copy will be mailed each Camp with a copy of the pro- 
ceedings at the 4 

secured from the printer. Extra copies can be obtained by any 
Brother from the Adjutant by sending ten cents to cover cost of 
mailing. i 


By order of we 
Me II. I). Stsson, Division Commander, 
Official: 


D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


ADIUTANT’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 
RECAPITULATION OF CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 


GAIN: 


AMPS. MEMBERS, 
Number in good standing at date of 
___ last Report, 3 145 4,474 
Gained by Organizationand Muster in 2 162 
cs “Transfer, 29 
tis “ Reinstatement, 102 
Aggregate 145 4,707 
Loss: fie. , 
By Camps Disbanded, 4 65 
“* Death, 8 
‘“ Honorable Discharge, 3d 
“Transfer, 2s 
“* Suspension, 9 
Total Loss, + 
Number in good standing, 14 
‘Attest, ; 
D. M.PrcK, Adjutant, 
; QUARTERMASTER’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 
Amount on hand at date of last report, . 3 826 95 
Received since for per capita, charter fees, dormitory 
assessment, supplies and all other sources, 1,860 28 
Total, $2,687 23 


Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per capita tax this 

quarter, 4,240 members in good standing at 4cents 

each, $ 169 60 
Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per capita tax this 

quarter, 102 members reinstated or not reporting 

last quarter, 408 
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Expended for incidental expenses of the Division and 
supphes, 
Error, 


Total, 


Balance on hand at date, April 30, 1896. 
Atzest, 
B. F. Woopwarp, Quartermaster. 


RDER NO. 5. Bin Ricahe Sat a 
vee 1896. PITTSFIELD, JUNE 10, 1896. 
I. Quarterly report blanks for quarter ending June 30 are for- 
warded herewith, together with the cipher for the new semi-annual 
password and countersign. 
Captains are directed to s 
Sergeants follow instructions 


-e that their First and Quartermaster 
sto making their reports. It should 
be borne in mind by all officers making reports to these headquarters, 
that your Division Oflicers have 149 camps to deal th, and every 
error means a loss of valuable time, besides much correspondence 
and the resulant annoyance. If every Camp Captain will see to it 
personally that his reports are made out correctly and promply, 
each will receive the everlasting gratitude of your Division officials 
at headquarters. 


Tl. It is the des' of your Commander to have a set_of colors 
owned by the Division before the next encampment, Something 
like s already been received by voluntary offerings of the 
camps for this purpose. This amount will buy a set of colors, but a 
suitable set will cost nearly twice the amount in hand. If there are 
any camps desiring to add their mite to this fund, we shall be only 
too glad to make out receipts for any amounts that may be received, 
and proper acknowledgement will be made in General Orders. 


II. The Commission having in charge the purchase of the Dormi- 
tory in Horace Binney Sargent Hall, at the Soldiers’ Home, have 
completed the purchase and made arrangements for proper dedica- 
tory exercises on Wednesday, June 24, at 2 o'clock P. a. The ey 
cises will consist of a dedication address by Brother Willard How- 
land; an original poem; musical selections; short addresses by Past 
Commander-in-Chief J. G. B. Adams; Dept. Commander William P. 
National President of the Women’s Relief Corps Mrs. L. A. 
Turner; Department President W. R. C. Mrs, Helen A. Brigham; 
His Honor Acting Govenor Roger Wolcott, and others. 

It is hoped that as many camps as possible will be represented 
‘on this occasion, and by a large presence bear testimony to the fact 
that our order is alive to the duties that are incumbent upon it, and 
has passed the experimental stage where our work was considered 
“hoys’ play.” ‘ 

Send your entire camp if possible, but if all cannot go send as 
many as can go, and let every camp be represented. A visit to the 
Soldier’s Home is one of the instructive events of a lifetime. There 
you see the old soldier not of fancy, but the living, breathing fact, 
not the ‘old vet”’ that the world stops to look at on Memorial Day, 
and then promptly forgets for another year, but the old veteran we 
have always with us 365 days in every year, and. in whose behalf we, 
as sons of his comrades, have work to do. We have begun the work, 
and in providing and maintaining this Dormitory we have but made 
acommencement. Let every brother of the Massachusetts Division 


rr 
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keep his shoulder to the wheel, and by keeping everlastingly at it 
we will be able to accomplish yet greater results, and prove our- 
selves worthy successors of the Grand Army of the Republic in the 
time when more of their duties will devolve upon us to perform. 

air By order of 
Official: H. D. Stsson, Division Commander. 
D. M. Pecx, Adjutant. 


ORDER No. 6, 
SERIES 1896. PrrrsrreELp, MAss., August 4, 1896. 


apd Commander-in-Chief General Order No. 3 and the Official 
[ransportation circular, are promulgated herewith. 


2. Several new camps are in contemplation, and attention is 


again called to this as the accepted time for all camps to turn their 
eiforts in the direction of the new recruit, that the ranks of every 
camp may be well filled for the Fall and Winter work which will 
soon be upon us. [t is hoped that every member will show his inter- 
est in the work by bringing in at least’ one new application before 
the annual inspections. 


3. Flag fund donations are coming in slowly and in addition to 
the amount already acknowledged, the receipt of $1.00 front Charles 
Summer Camp, No. 37, of Gardner, is cheerfully acknowledged, 

4. Rollin C. Ward Camp, No. 121, of Northfield, was mustered 
on the evening of July 21, by Mu ing Officer Frank S$. [lingworth, 
Captain George C. [ri 1, Commanding. 


5. A requisition has been received at these headquarters from 
some camp in the Division, accompanied by a remittance of $2.84 
but without signature or address. If the cainp issuing the same will 
advise, the supplies will be forwarded at once upon receipt of the 
desired information. 


6. The Dormitory at the Soldier’s Tome was successfully dedi- 
ated on the 24th of June, and many words of praise and congratu- 
lation to the Division have been received for the thorough and com- 
plete manner in which the work h: been accomplished. Besides 
the purchase of the Dormitory itself, your commission have had 
placed two marble tablets, properly inscribed, making an enduring 
reminder that the Sons of Veterans are appreciative of the wan 
of those in need, who did their whole duty and left us a priceless 
heritage. 


i. Following the example alread y set by the Commander of the 
Mass. Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, your Com- 
mander would remind you that although every brother has a perfect 
right to his opinion and has also the right to express it, he must 
cede to every other brother the same vight which he demands 
himself. We are on the verge of a campaign which for diversity of 
honest opinion has not been approached by any campaign of recent 
years, and while every man must decide for himself the proper 
course to be pursued it should at all times be remembered that our 
order is non-political and non-sectarian. Men of all political faiths 
and religious creeds went to the front to save the honor of our 
country, and in doing our duty to the defenders of our Union we 
cannot question the political ‘or religious proclivities of our bene- 
factors, but accord to ALL the honor and credit which the combina. 
tion of all classes deserve by the result of their accomplishments. 
Remember, we are a cosmopolitan order and a man’s political or re- 
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ligious faith does not enter into the case so faras his duty as a Son 
of a Veteran is concerned. ~The camp room is not the place to settle 
these questions, and while it may be entirely unnecessary to remind 
the brothers of this Division of this fact, it is hoped that’ this gentle 
hint will be received in the spirit in which it is offered, that other- 
wise harmonious meetings may not be marred by discussions that 
cannot possibly militate to the * Good of the Order.” 

8. Past Colonel George W. Knowlton, New England member of 
the National Committee on Transportation, advis headquarters 
that arrangements have been completed for the transportation of 
the Massachusetts and Rhode Island delegations to the National 
Encampment at Louisville, Ky., September sth to 11th, next, fol- 
lows: Leave Boston Saturday, Sept. 5, from the Park Square station 
at 6.45 P. M., via Providence Steamboat line, meeting tne R. 1. dele- 
gation at Providence, thence by boat to New York, where the N. Y. 
delegation will join the party." Leave New York via the Royal Blue 
line, foot of Liberty street, at 3.30 P.M. Sunday: leave Washington 
at 11.37 P. M. Sunday, via Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, arriving at 
Cincinnati at 6 P.M. Monday, and Louisville at 10 P.M. Tickets 
us follows: 

( ory will present themselves 
at ticket oflice at least, thirty minutes before departure of train, pur- 
chase ticket to Louisville, (paying full fare therefor,) and BE SURE 
to secure certificate of purchase from the ticket agent. Should the 
agent have no certificates, buy local ticket to nearest important sta- 
tion, and comply with foregoing instructions. 

Tickets will be on sale Sept. + to 10, and will be good for return 
passage on any train leaving Louisville after the close of meeting 
and not later than midn tof Sept 15. Don'’r Forerr Your CER- 
TIFICATE. 

Fare for the round trip, from Boston $31.34; from Worcester and 
Providence $30, (leaving Union depot, Worcester, at 6.12 P. M. Sat- 
urday.) State rooms from Providence to New York $1.00, two 
berths. Sleeping car from New York to Louisville, Meals can 
be had on the train if forty people are obtained who desire their 
meals this way, at 75 cents each. “Any further information in regard 
to the trip can be obtained by addressing Col. George W. Knowl- 
ton, 19 Pearl St., Boston. 

It is expected that not only the delegates but a large party of the 
brothers and friends of the order, may avail themselves of the op- 
portunity for a pleasant vacation, and to all who intend to go, the 
committee request that they order tickets as early as possible, in 
order that arrangements may be complete in every detail before the 
time for starting. By order of 

H. D. Stsson, Division Commander. 
Official: 


D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 
ADJUTANT’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 
RECAPITULATION OF CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 
June, 30, 1896. 


t 


GAIN: i CAMPS. MEMBERS. 
Number in good standing at date of last 

f rep R 141 4,283. 

Gained by organization and muster in 1 0) 

% “* ‘Transfer, 19 

as “ Reinstatement, 88 


Aggregate, 142 4,620 


MPMENT. 
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Ry Camps Disbanded, r 32 
“ Death, 7 
* JIonorable Discharge, 20 
“Tra : 


Suspension, 3 


Total Loss, 7 


Number in good standing, 
slitest, 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


QUARTERMASTER’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 
Amount on hand at date of last report, 


Received since for per capita, charter fees, dormitory = 
assessment, supplies and all other sources, 802 43 


Total, . 

Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per capita tax this 

quarter, 4,207 members in good standing at 4+ cents : 

each, : SIGS 28 
Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per capita tax this 
quarter, SS members reinstated or not reporting last 


$1,700 57 


_, “uarter, : isk 7 3552) 
Expended for incidental expenses of the Division and i 
supplies, 1 d44 18 


Total, 


Balance on hand at date, June 30, 1896, 
Attest, 
3. FL. Woopwankb, Quartermaster, 


ELD, MAss., September 2, 1896, 


Pirr 


Commandery-in-Chief, General Order No. is promulgated 
th, and attention is called to the order for the draping in 
mourning of all badges of members, camp charters, altars, 
banners for the period of thirty days, as a testimonial of r¢ 
the memory of our departed brother, Senior Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief Elwood T. Garr of Pennsylvania. 

2. The report blanks for the quarter ending September 30, are 
enclosed with this order. Many reports were delayed on the last 
quarter, necessitating the temporary suspension of three camps, for 
no other reason than neglect on the part of the officers whose duty 
it is to make and forward these reports. Captains do not seem to 
understand that the Division Commander is obliged to have the 
reports from all the camps consolidated and reported to the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief within a specified time, and del on the part of 
any camp means a serious matter at headquarter Again, your 
Commander would ask all sitting captains to make it their personal 
business, to see that both the Firsr AND QU ERMASTER SER- 
GEANT’S REPORTS are properly made and mailed in the addressed 
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nr of the Division, ON THE LasT 
emember that in case of failure 
to receive repor s no alternative left the Com- 
mander, but to report delinquent camps suspended. ‘This is easily 
avoided by compliance with the details of the above request. 


3. The vacation season for camps has now closed and it is expect- 
ed that work will immediately commence all along the line with 
renewed vigor, Now is the accepted time to begin the harvest of 
new recru If there are eligible sons im your fleld who are not in 
the order, and there are such in nearly every community, no effort 
should be spared to induce them to join our ranks. Every captain 
should obtain a list of eligible unafliliated men in lis locality, and it 
is advised that each camp appoint a committee for the purpose of 
obtaining such a list. Many names can be obtained through inter- 
views with the comrades of the Post. By enlisting the comrades. 
you not only show your interest in them, but you arouse their inter- 
est in the cunp., When a list is obtained, go to work 
to get the appl i » desirable man you tind on the list. 


tions of ¢ 
Tf any brother finds such a man whom he is unable to induce to join, 
don’t give him up, but send some other brother after him, or 
comrade might prove more successful. Entertainments, campfires, 
ete, at which all e sle sons are invited, are potent factors toward 
asuccessful recruiting season, and with a little persistency you are 
bound to reap results that will build up your camp, enliven the inter- 
est in the order and promote the objects of our organization, 


4. The time isapproaching for the annual inspection of the camps 
of the Division, and in order to maintain our position ‘on top” im 
this respect, it is necessary that we begin to make preparations to 
attain that end. Every oflicer upon whom devolves ¢ ny part of the 
ritualistic work, should haye his work well committed au all rituals 
should be dispensed with during the ceremonies. Ritualistic wor 
well learned and well worked, adds much tothe interest and impres: 
iveness of our degrees, but when an oflicer is obliged to read his 
work, the intended effect is lost upon the reeruit and an otherwise 


impressive ceremony is turned into a burlesque. TPirst impressions 
are lasting. Every effort should be made to make the recruit first 
insight into a camp room, one that will always be associated with 


sant recollections 
Its the desire of the Inspector to hold union exemplifications in 
places where a few camps can be called together without too much 
inconvenience or expense, so that the oflicers of the different camps 
van get together, compare notes, and interchange ideas in regard ta 
the work. ‘The Assistant Inspectors will soon be appointed and it is 
the intention to have the Assistant Inspector or some other oflic 
of the Division present, to lend such tance as lies within his 
power. Further details will be promulgated in later orders. Enough 
is outlined above to give an idea of what is expected, and there 
should be no delay in getting down to work. 


5. “In union there is strength.’ In union campfires there is 
strength and fraternity, The fraternal spirit of our organization 1s 
one of the corner stones of its foundation. Unfortunately all our 
camps are not so located that union campfires are feasable. If your 
camp is so located that you cannot get up a union affair with neigh- 
boring camps, a campfire, smoke talk, or a ‘bean eat’? with your 
own members and the G. A. R. comrades, will reviye interest’ and 
create enthusiasm, at asmall expense. Union gatherings are advised. 
wherever possible and there isa prospect that the system adopted 
by the “ Big Five” will be extended and adopted in other localities, 


ple 
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Hustling camps do not wait for something to turn up, They turn up 
something in the way of an entertainment of some kind and keep 
the ball rolling ul the time. Every camp in Massachusetts Division 
should be a hustler, composed of hustlers. Try it on, brothers, and 
when you have anythiug going on, don’t forget the cligible reeruit 
outside the order. : 


6. In_ addition to contributions already acknowledged for the 
Flag Fund a donation of $1.00 has been received from Joe Tooker 
Camp, No. 73, of North Brookfield, 


3y order of 


Il. D. Stsson, 
Oflicial: Division Commander, 
D. M. Pecx, Adjutant. 


ORDER No. 8, 


Series 18! PrvrsrreLp, MaAss., October 12, 1896. 


1. ‘Lhe followi Brothers are hereby detailed as 2 
spectors, and are edule below. 

They are hereby order Wy to report to D sion Inspector Edwin 
F. Tuttle, Uxbridge, M to receive rristnits tions. j 

The date for the Ins I jon of each Camp is en herewith, 3 

All commissioned oflicers and all members of the non-commis- 
sioned staff are directed to port. to the Captain commanding at 
7.30 o'clock on the night of inspection. 

«All books, papers and other Camp equipments will be made 
ready for exiumination at that time. 


stant In- 


ASSISTANT INSPECTORS, 1506. 


Gilman F. Allen, jvalpole. Camp 131, Medfield, Nov 
boro, Nov. 6. : 

Charles _E. Bennett, Hudson, 71, Northboro, Noy. 9: 43, Berlin, 

2 Nov. 4; 19, Clinton, Noy. 17. g 

Fred E. Bolton, Boston. 80. Malden, Noy. 17: 56 Cambridge, Noy, 
10; ao Arlington, Noy. 5 

George L. Bri Lynn. 8, Salar Noy. 19; 10, Beverly 

E.M. Brown, West Gardner. 101, Westminster, Nov. 
chendon, Noy. 11. i 

Walter H. Brown, BLS L ys oke. 77, Easthampton, Oct. 20: 48, North- 
ampton, Noy. “3 

H. D. Buzzee, qesth tai, 55 Cummington, Nov. 
ton, Noy. 

John H. Cavin, Cieussiten, 142, Rockport, Noy. 11: 149, Manches- 
ter, Noy. aly 

IL. B. Chapin, Springfield, 60 Holyoke, Noy. 12: 68, Ludlow, Noy. 10. 

tev. T. E. Chapy ell, West Upton. 18, Uxbr' idge, Nov. 28; 126 

F Whitinsville, Noy. 11. 

©. E. Colburn, Georgetown. (120 Haverhill, Oct. 28; 122, Newbury- 

. port, Noy. 1%. 

Walter Colburn, Lowell. 119, Billerica, Nov. 14; 21, Lawrence, 
Nov, 12, 

F. A. Cooley, Pittsfield. 110, Lee, Nov. 9; 120, Becket, Noy. 28. 

Charles F. Gook, Whitman. 4, Randolph, Nave 17; 36, st; Wey- 
mouth, Noy. 6; 118, Eastondale, Nov. 4 

Fred A. Cook, Greenfield. 99, Shelburne Fails, Nov. 11; 121, North- 
field, Noy. 12; 40, Conway, Nov. 20. 

Orange H. Cook, Melrose. 66, Woburn, Noy. 11; 28, Reading, Noy- 

25; Wakefield, Nov. 19. 


58, Pox- 


2 Munting- 
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L. C. Couch, Taunton. 57, North Attleboro, Noy. 10; 22, Middle- 
boro, Noy. 1s. 

Emery Coulter, Needham. 30, Dorchester, Noy. 
Noy. 9. 

S. T. Currie Newburyport. 74, Groveland, Noy. 13; 38, George- 
town, Nov, 16. = 

Charles A. Cushman. Abington, 50, Rockland, Noy. 19; 116, Han- 
son, Nov. 7. 

J.Q. Erwin, North Adams. 97 Adams, Nov. 
16. 


46 Roxbury, 


108, Pittsfield, Nov. 


Thoma - Hannon, jailbam. I46 ILyde Park, Noy. 13; 109, Need- 

vam, Nov. 

Charles IL. tlittman. “Medford. 31, Roxbury, Nov. 16; 96, Boston, 
Noy. 18. 


John Hs dns rae Jeverly, 24, Gloucester, Noy. 20; 1, Lynn, Nov. 


Harry M Holbrook, Holliston, 44, Franklin, Nov. 17; 127, Milford, 


Nov. 
iradioxd T. tivitis Brockton. 11, Whitman, Noy. 20; 67. Abington, 
oy. 1 
A. E. ear Westminster, 28, Fitchburg, Nov. 1 2, Leominster. 
Novy 
Chas. W. Jackinan, Bradford. 7s, Lowell, Nov. 11; 111, Andover, 
Nov. 1s. 


W. A. session. Lancaster. 113, Groton, Noy. 158, Littleton, Novy. 


H. D. TSH NsON, Marlboro. 5, Hudson, Noy. 10; 
Wm. 8. Johnson, Wareham, 

Bedford, Nov. 
Wm. E. a ume 


Ss, Fayville, Noy. 17, 
35, New Bedtord, Noy. 10; 130, New 
148, Bourne, Nov. 

New Bedford, 26, Taunton, Nov. 3; 90, Pall River, 


GlianlesS. a Centon, Nov. 2; 76, West- 
boro, No , West Boy ston, Nov, 
Fred R. Kingsbury, Westboro. 2, W Hoe “Nov. 4: 70, Upton, 
Noy. 11. 
A. E. Leighton, Clinton. 104, Lancaster, Nov. 14: 
Novy. 
Walter H. Lyons, Abington, 47, Canton, 
Charles H. Messenger, Boston. so, Bri 
ton, No 1: 145, Boston, Nov. 
Morton L. Miller, Palmer. Enfield, Noy. 10; 154, Monson, Nov. 
24; 91, Ware, Nov. 16, 
3, Perkins, Shelburne Fails. 9, North Adams, Nov. 10; 20, Col- 
rain, Noy. 107, Greentiv ‘Id, Noy. 19. 
Charles I. Perkins, Salem. 6, Beverly, Nov. 17; 92 
Ww. W. Phinney, Monument Beach. 114, Hyau 
Wareham, Novy. 
i dast Wenivanth, 17, Brockton, Nov. 2; 27, Quincy, 
, Lingham, Noy. 12. 
n, Medfield. 75, Dedham, Noy. 19; 


; 139, West Med- 
z Os = 


arave, Uxbridge. 32, Webster, Nov. 13; 123, East 


Sterling, 


Noy. 18; 93, Avon, Nov. 11. 
ghton, Noy. 19; 98, So. Bos- 


Saugus, Nov. 25. 
Nov. 14; 140, 


Ww. H. Sherman, Marshfield. 88, Scituate, Noy. 14; 115, Duxbury, 


Gilbert i vith, Roxbury. 51, Boston, Noy. 20; 81, Chelsea, Nov. 9. 

Charles E. Souther, Charlestown. 82, Boston, Noy. 17; 95, Bast 
Boston, Nov. 12. 

William A. Stevens, Arlington. 54, Medford, Nov. 12; 62, Everett, 
Nov. 17; 14, Cambridgeport, Noy. 4. 
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E. R. Stone, Spencer. 25, Worcester, Nov. 9; 73, North Brookfield, 
Nov. 13; 137, Brooktield, Nov. 19. 

A. A. Tilden, Arlington. 79, Melrose, Noy. 2; 41, Waltham, Oct. 25; 
29, Watertown, Novy. 9. 

Harry 8. Thompson, Melrose. 106, Charlestown, Noy. 10; 33, Charles- 
town, Noy. 17 

John J. Torpey, Wore 


3: 64, Spencer, Noy. 


ham, No 
D. Murray Tray 

Ashland 
A. A. Upton, O 


uth Framingham. 
49, Natick, Nov 
ardner, Nov. 173 


ils 

W. R. Waterman, Hanover. 69, Pembroke, Nov. 7; 103, Marshtield, 
Novy, 21. ¢ 

Henry E. Waugh, Whitman. 61, Kast Bridgewater, Nov, 12; 14, 
Bridgewater, Nov. 26; 102, Plymouth, Nov. 16 

C. A. White, Ludlow Centre. 15, Springfield, Nov. 2; 156, Palmer, 


Noy. 17. 
i. H. White, Athol. 53, Orange, Nov. 10 
H. Frank Williamson, Canton. 13, Stoug 

Noy. 12. 
It had been the intention to hold Union Exeimplification 
Meetings throughout the Division previous to the inspections, as 
has already been announced in General Orde but delay in receiv- 
ing the new inspection blanks and the necessary information in re- 
gard to the details, has prevented the execution of the plan. 

Jamps are to be inspected in the three degrees and in the long 
or short forms, as may have been the custom of the camp in working 
the degrees, . 

_ 3. Attention is called to the appeal of the Army Nurses Asso- 
ciation enclosed with this order. ‘This is a worthy cause and any 
contributions from camps or individuals will be gratefully acknow- 
ledged by the officers of the organization. 

3. One captain reports a list of nearly 200 cligible recruit 
4 canvas for recruiting material in his locality and four applic 
for membership were received at the last meeting of his camp as the 
result of the work of two brothers, who went al SyS- 
tematic way. There is no reason why similar results cannot ber 
ported from a majority of the camps of the Division if the officers 
and brothers will go to work and follow out the suggestions in the 
last General Order. Fi canvas your locality and get every eligible 
man possible on the li then pick out the men who would ke de- 


ONs, Tis 
100, Walpole, 


: Barr 
hton, Noy. = 


2 


sirable members, and induce them to send in, their applications. 
Seventy-five per cent. of the camps of the Diyision can he recruited 
int 


way and the results will furnish a satisfactor 
obtaining best results will receive mention in Div 
advising headquarters of their achievements. Again you are urge 
to try it on, brothers. Start at once and let every brother constitute 
himself a recruiting committee of one. 


5. Camps 82 and 137, reported suspended on the last quarter, 
have liquidated their arrearages and have been reinstat dl. 
6. The application of Fred L. Binney was rejected by 


Bates Camp, No, 36, at East Weymouth. First ser: 
the name on their black books. 


y surprise, 
sion Ord 


ames L. 
ants will enter 
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7. Blanks for report to the Division Surgeon are enclosed with 
this order. Captains should have this report made in duplicate, re- 
tain one copy and mail the other to A. A. Tilden, Division Surgeon, 
Arlington, Mass., on or before December first. Failure to. report 
will deprive camps of their representation at the next Division En- 
campment. 


_  & Copies of Division and Commandery-in-Chief proceedings 
haye been received and are being mailed to each camp. Individual 


members will be supplied upon receipt of request and ten cents to 
cover cost of mailir 


9. The following camp reports have not been received at these 
headquarters, and the captains are hereby directed to forward them 
IMMEDIATELY to the Adjutant. Camps Nos B1, 43, 62,70, 74, 
75, 77, 78, 93, 95, 105, 107, 123, 124, 125, 132, 14s 
By order of 

Hl. D. Stsson, Division Commander. 


‘Oflicial : : 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


4 ER No. 0. snake . 
yee 1896. PirrsrieLp, MAss., November 


3, 1896. 


1. Commandery-in-Chief General Order No. 5 and Circular No. 
1, current series, are promulgated herewith. 

2, With this order are mailed the quarterly report blanks for 
quarter ending December 31. A great improvement has been made 
by captains by the prompt sending in of these reports, yet there are 
afew captains who do not seem to understand the importance of 
promptness in the matter, and still persist in placing much. wnneces- 


ting its 
manne LC 
your Di 
comes sus 
captain is age 


3.. Elections for the choice of officers for the ensuing year must 
be held by each camp, at the first stated meeting in December. The 
standing of our Order is determined largely by the oflicers you elect 
to transact the business affairs of your camp. ‘The future prosperity 
and usefuiness of the organization is dependent upon the good judg- 

tand care of the brothers who adorn the capacity of “high 
private” on the floor of the camp room, and upon you, my brothers, 
rests the responsibility of good and competent officers in your camp 
for the coming year, Choose no man to command your camp, whom 
you are satisfied has no other qualification for the position except 
that he is a “prince of good feilows.”” To successfully lead a camp, 
it requires brains to see where the shortcomings are; tact to anata 
the reins of administration for the best interest of the camp without 

eto the members, and an untiring vigilance that forsees the 
pitfalls of disaster, yet neglects no opportunity to further the inter- 
ests of the organization. Pick out a LEADER for captain, whether 
you find him in the first lieutenant’s chair, or on the floor of the camp 
room. Do not elect a man for 2aptain simply because he is **popu- 
lar.” A popular man does not always possess the attributes of a good 
presiding oflicer, but where you find a man in whom the qualities of 
popularity and ability are combined, the way is clear. Suflice it to 
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say, that to the choice of the members rests the future. Remember 
that the position of captain of a camp is a most honorable and re- 
SpOnSIUIE, one. Elect your best man, who in accepting the honors of 
the position, also honors the position he accepts. 


4, 


which should 
after the elec 
s and also 


With this order is enclosed a blank RETURN 


state the camp’ 
delay at head 
installing oflic 


5. Public imstallations afford an opportunity to invite the 
public and especially the unatlliated recruit, into the camp room, ‘To 
the end that the public should know as much as possible in regard to: 
the work and the workings of the Sons of Veterans, it is advised that 

ublic installations be held as much as possible. Authority here- 
YY granted to hold such public installations without further dis- 
pensation from these headquarters. 


6. The Grand Army of the Republic is our parent organization, 
Yet there exists to-day no ofticial medium of communication between 
the two organizations. Comrades are always welcomed to our meet- 
ings and from occasional visits by comrades who come to us, not 
from the Post, but from personal motives, is derived what know- 
ledge the Post as a body receives as to our methods and work. It 
appears to your Commander that between bodies so closely related 
some method should be devised to bring the two organizations into 
closer touch, Asthe comrade advances in years, the duties incumbent 
upon him in attendance’ upon his own PV meetings become more 
arduousand he flnds but little time or inclination to spend an extra 
evening in our camp room, and it ill becomes us to make complaint 
because the * Old Vet.” isnot plentifully in evidence at.our meetings. 
Weare notadmitted to the Post room, therefore but one way seems 
clear to bring about the desired result. I would suggest to camps, 
SO far as it may be practical to carry out the plan, to i from. their 
Posts, the appointment of a V tion Committee, composed of three 
or four comrades, whose duty it shall be to visit the meetings of the 
camp, making reports to their P The whole committee need not 
necessarily attend all the meetings of the camp, but the idea is to 
make the committee large enough so that at least one member of 
the committee may be present at every meeting. Such u committee 
need not in the least affect our standing invitation for all 
comrades to visit any and all meetings. The establishment 
of the committe will afford an. official avenue of communi- 
cation between the Post and the camp, and the presence of 
comrades at our meetings will lend encouragement, besides proving 
an incentive for more practical results in the work before us. Weare 
not in a position to insist on the appointment of this committee by 
the Post Commanders, but we can go to them with the proposition, 
and wherever found practical such Committees can be but the means 
of making closer and more harmonious relationship between Post 
and Camp. 


3y order of 
HI. D. Srsson, Division Commander, 
Official: 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


DIVISLON ORDERS. 3 


ADJIUTANT’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 


RECAPITULATION OF CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 


“PTEMBER 30, 1896, 


GAIN: CAmrs, MEMBERS. 
Number in good standing at date of last. 
report, 135 
Gained by Organization and Muster in, 1 
“e “ 'Pransfer, 
oe * Reinstatement, % 
Aggregate, 139 ANT) 


Loss: . 
By Camps Disbanded, 
“ Death, 
“ Honorable Discharge, 
“ Transfer, 
“ Suspension, 


Total loss, 


Number in good standing, 139 
el ttest: 


D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


QUARTERMASTER’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 


Amount on hand at date of last Report, - $1,187 02 
Received since for per capita, charter fees, supplies and all shen) 
other sources, TAS 53 


Total, 

Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per per capita tax 
this quarter, 4199 members in good standing at + cents g 
each, S167 96 

Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, per per capita tax 
this quarter, 141 members reinstated or not reporting 


last quarter, 5 64 
Expended for incidental expenses of the Division and : 
supplies, 618 50 
Total, $792 10 
Balance on hand at date, Sept. 30, 1896, $1,143 45 
Attest: 


B. F. Woopwarpb, Quartermaster. 


ORDER No. 10. 
SERIES 1896. 

1. The following assignments are hereby made for Installing 
Officers for camps as stated herewith: 


PITTSFIELD, MAss, December 24, 1896. 
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Chas. K. Darling, 19, 37, 46, 65 
65, oe, 
Orne H. Cook, 17, 34, 36, 80, 92, 


Fred E. Bolton, 11, 28, 29, : 

Edwin F. Tuttle, 1, §, 6 

W. A. Stevens, 

H. Frank Williamson, 

W. H. Brown, 

Albert C. Blaisdell, 

D. B. Purbeck, 

Tilton S. Bell, 

D. M. Peck, 

S. A. Pickering, 

E. H. White, 

Cc. E. Vinal, 

E. H. Lounsbury, 

A. L. Pond, : 

Arthur M. Huddell, 

J. Frank Crane, 

Fred L. Filson, 

Iarry A. Ripley, 

Fred E. Warner, 

Jos. B. Maccahe, 

J. . Hinkley, — 

F.S. Mingworth, 

Wm. R. Davis, 

Wane cushmon, 
bert A. Gorse 

BE. M. Dawes,” 


H. G. Blake, 

Cc. W. Chapin, 

Geo. ELS Surgens, 

N.C. Upham, 

J. Q. Erwin, 

Geo. W. Knowlton, 

A. B. Smith, 

Loy 1. Gilson, 

W. R. Waterman, 

Arthur N. Payne; 
9 


Each captain will at once notify the oflicers d 


stall in his camp, of the date decided upon for the in 


TH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, 


H. B. Chapin, 15. 
A. N. Albee, 18. 
I. H. Chandler, 20, 107. 
Chas. F. Sargent, ' 


Dan’). F. Goulding, 
George Toomey, * 
Melville C. Holmes, 
Geo. W. Hill, 
Merton Tras 


William E, James, 
M. FE. Parker, 


J.D. Seymour, 
John J. ‘Torpey, 
W. A. Harsthorn, 
C.D. Van Arsdialen, 
Chas. H. Chase, 
W. IL. Hull, 

A. Is. Hurd, 

A. A. Upton, 
Chas. E. Souther, 


Post 198, 


I). Murray 
I]. S. Thompson, 


Tlenry A. Horton, 
L. W. Blanchard, 
Fre treeter, 


Charles, Ig. Colburn, 
aA. agrave, 

W. E. Chipman, 

Cc. EF. Barnard, 

reo. Gardiner, 
G. G. Babcock, 

Wm. H. Twining, 
Fred C. Moore, 

EE. Chauncey Gilmore, 
J. i. Alden, 
Walter I. Delano, 


Nation and 


arrange such other details as are necessar 


t is not possible to give a complete li 
reason that about twent 


der for the 


of assignments in this or- 
captains have not reported to 


these headquarters the results of their elections. Assignments for 
: amps as have not yet reported will be made later at these 


headqu 


urters when reports of election are received. 


3. Installing officers will see that all reports, including Quarter- 


ly Reports for quarder ending December 31, and the Surgeon’s re- 


port, are forwarded to the proper officers 


the installation of new offic 


before proceeding with 


‘The new pass word and countersign 


will be promulgated at the installation. 


_ 4 Camp No 
ing, December 
on the evening of 


5 will be mustered at Belchertown Monday eyen- 
Camp No. 112 will be mustered at North Oxford 
January 7, next. 


DIVISION ORDERS. 15 


5. Itis with deep regret that your Commander announces the 
loss by fire of nearly all the reports of the recent inspection, at Ux- 
bridge, on the 20th instant. Division Inspector. Tuttle was in the act 
of consolidating the results of the different inspections and same 
would have been announced in a very few days but. for the untimely 
loss. What course will be pursued to make good the loss is now un- 
der consideration and will be promulgated in future orders. 


By order of 
Otfliciai: . I]. D. Stsson, Division Commander. 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


ORDER No. 1. 


SERIES 1897. 


PirvsFIELD, M 


., January 9, 1897. 


IMPORTANT TO CAPTAINS AND ASSISTANT INSPECTORS. 


1, 
137, 1 


nade. 
New blanks will be sent the Assist 
immediately fill in the ranking que 
eighteen and including those numbe 
and 20 will be filled by headquarters. 

Questions 21 to 37 will also be fille 
data taken at the time of the ori 
questions as cannot be answered from your da 
circumstances, can mostly be obtained by corr ¢ 
captains of the camps inspected. The 4“ tant Inspect are di- 
rected to complete their reports and mail to Inspector win I. 
Tuttle, Uxbridge, M at the earliest possible moment, for you 
will remember that ¢ eports have to be made out in triplicate, 
ratings marked, one copy returned to the camp, and the whole 
thing consolidated, before we can gain our standing in the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. ; 

Every brother, upon whom any of this extra work falls, is espec- 
ially requested to give the matter Immediate attention. Do not put 
the work off for a single day, for the time is short between now and 
the next Division encampment, and eve hour counts with your 
oflicers who are now engaged in compiling and making ready their 
reports, which must all be submitted in print at the encampment. 
Realizing the amount of work that our Joss puts upon camp officers 
and the assistants, your Commander tak this opportuni of 
thanking you in advance for the prompt response which he i ured 
will be received from every brother upon whom the work falls. 

2. The charter of Admiral Winslow Camp, No. 31, of Roxbury, 
has been recalled and revoked, because of the inability of-the few 
members left to recruit the camp. 


ant Inspectors and they will 
tions numbered from one to 
from their former data. 19 


1 so far as possible from the 
inspection, but such 
, or memory of the 
spondence with the 


‘ted and the names 
ation of K. L. Jeffers 


3. The following applications have been re 
should be added to the black books. Applic 
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NT. 


was rejected by 
jel B. Dunn was 


amp No. 9, of North Adams; application of Dan- 
rejected by Camp No. 7, Millbury. 

+. KR. W. Lyman Camp, No. 105, Captain, George IT. Draper, 
was mustered with fifteen charter applicants at Belchertown, Dec- 
ember 28, by the Division Commander. 


5. Every camp in the Division should observe Union Defende 

the anniversary of the birth of the immortal Lincoln, Febr 
12, ne It is fitting that this day be observed with appropriate 
ceremonies, by an Order whose relationship is so intimately con- 
nected with the history of the “times that tried men’s souls,” and 
made a Lincoln possible. Many camps will probably attend some 
seryice commemorating the day, upon invitation, but 4 short address 
on Lincoln in the camp room, with appropriate musical seleciions, is 
within the reach of every camp, and would prove a fitting recogni- 
tion in cases where no formal ceremonies are to be attended by the 
camp in a body. By order of 


H. D. Sisson, Division Commander. 


Attest : . 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., February 4, 1897. 


1. Albert Prince Camp, No. 112, Captain Allen L. Taft, was 
mustered at Oxford on the seventh of January, by Past Captain 
Fred R. Kingsbury of Westboro. 


5 For failure to make reports, Charles Haddock Camp No. 10, 
Beverly Farms, is hereby suspended. 

, Charles C. Clark Camp No. 69, Pembroke, and Wm. Wallace 
Phinney Camp No, 148 of Bourne, have disbanded. 


The Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the M 

Division will convene in Washburn Hall, Worcester, at 9 m., Feb- 
yrary 22, 1897. Headquarters will be established at the Bay State 
House. “Hotel rates have been secured by the loc:l committee as 
follows: Bay State House, Waldo House, Conmonwealth Hotel, 
and Lincoln House, each, meals and rooms, 00 per day. Rooms 
alone can be secured at the Lincoln THouse at 75 cents and at the 
City Tlotel at 50 cents per capita, 
_ Brother George G. Downes, 28 Kendall Street, Worcester, is the 
pecretary, of the Committee, to whom communications should be 
addressed, 


Details from Cainps No: 


achusetts 


L and 25 will be on duty at the station to 
receive and direct the ing delegations. The Commander and 

Staff will reach Worcester inthe afternoon of the 21st, and headquar- 
ters will be immediately established at the Bay State. 

_ The third anniversary of Camp 25 will also occur on the 22d, and it 
is proposed to observe the anniversary in a fitting manner. The 
headquarters of the camp will be thrown open to all Sons of Veterans 
who may be in the city, during and after the encampment. 

_In accordance with a vote of the la encampment, most of the of. 
ficers’ reports will be submitted in print, in order to test the advis- 
ability of one day encampments. All delegations should be on hand 
promptly at nine o’clock. This is essential if we complete the busi- 
ness of the encampment within the allotted time. 

The following named brothers will constitute the several commit- 
tees and will report promptly when the encampment convenes: 
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Committee on Credentials--Adjutant, D. M. Peck, Chairman ; 
Past Capt. Leshe IH. Wendee, Palmer: Past Capt. Samuel Picker- 
ing, Lowell; Past Capt. George S. Wentworth, Canton; and Capt. 
J. H. Young, Clinton. 

Committee on Ritual Past C: 
Dedham; Past Capt. Charles V 
FE. Manning, Salem: Capt. i. 
White, Ludlow Centre, 

Committee on Resolutions — Pas 

Past Captam Henry, 
Pittstield: Past. Cz 
urray Travis, Hollist 


ot. Thomas J. Hannon, Chairman, 
ackman, Haverhill: Pas Capt. A. 
Bogart, Holyoke, and Capt C. A. 


. Capt. C. F. O'Brien, Chairman, 
Waugh, Whitman; Dele: ute Milton 
pt. A.A. Upton, Orange, and Past 


—Past. Capt. Ho rd F, Eaton, 
st Capt. J. Q. Erwin, North Adams; Capt. 
fs Past Capt. Tilton S. Bell, Charlestown, and 
Capt. Franklin E. James, New Bedford. c 


Capt. Tl. D. Buzzee, 
Gloucester, and Capt. 


thampton; Past. Capt. John H. Cayin, 
M. Clapp, Westboro. 


4, The Quartermaste¢ department will be closed F ebruary 
15th, of which take due notice: nd govern yourselves accordingly. aay, 
requisitions for supplies received later than the above gate es 
necessarily wait until the new headquarters are established, and 
will be turned over to the new Quartermaste 


5. This is the last order to be 
istration, and your Commander t 
impress upon the brothers of the M fof thie 
and the newly elected camp officials in p ular, the need o 
order for new recruits. Though the financial depression of ae 
year has retarded the progress it was hoped to make in this oe A 
tion, your Commander } mple reasons for believing thane nah 
struck the mght track for substantial in the future, je ld be 
remember that good recruiting is a business by itself and show ge 
conducted on business principle Tf every captain who has thea 
command of his camp this ye ill adopt the, systematic me oe 
outlined some time ago in Division orders, of procuring a nes 
eligible recruits in his field, (and this list can be procured by A Graal 
mittee whose duty it shall be to interview the comrades of the Gra 


ved during the present admin- 
this ocension to once more 
shuset ivision in general, 


i fat Corns ter rpose,) L venture 
Army and the hulies of the Relief Corps for the purpose, ) 
to say that the magnitude of the list will furnish one of the biggest 


i i B inistrati is list i abetical 
surprises of his administration. Arrange this list in alphabetica 
eden and detail the different brothers of the camp to Uo 
and report upon individual names submitted to their charge. Ls 
ves a two-fold purpose. It keeps the brothers of your camp in 
ed because they have something to do, and so long as they ae 
busy they are surely interested. It ‘also places you in, touch wi = 
the unafliliated son, and his applicetion in most cases is but a mat 
ter of a short time. In cases where this plan has been ¢ dopted most 
surprising reports have been received, and in one particular coe 
where a camp had been going on from year to year with a mem ber- 
ship of about 50, a careful canvass revealed the fact that there were 
over 200 eligible men, unafliliated, right in its legitimate field. , The 
captain went about recruiting in an energetic, business-like way and 
the result is that in four months’ time the membership has increased 
to over 80. It takes time to get these methods all to working, but, 
with this idea ed out, it is my firm belief that the administra- 
tion of my successor can be made the most successful one on record 
in the way of substantial gains innew recruits. I bespeak the hearty 
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co-operation of all brothers in furthering thi 
because of my faith in this plan that the 
addressed you, and without any stion of dictating the policy 
of my suc or. Weneed new ruits, and, with the above part- 
ing Suggestion, it is my pleasure to leave results in the hands of my 
brothers, 


s desired result. It is 
parting words are thus 


By order of, 
I. D. Stsson. Division Commander. 
Official : 
D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 


ADJUTANT’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 


RECAPITULATION OF CONSOLIDATED RETURNS. 


DEC. 31, 1896. 


GAIN: : CAMPS. 
Number in good standing at date of last Report, 139 
Gained by Orgs tion and Muster in, 1 
s ne fer, 

Be Reinstatement, 112 
Aggregate, 140, 4,458. 
y Camps Disbanded, 3 31 
Death, if 


Honorable Discharge, 
Transfer, 


** Suspension, 1 
Total Loss, 4 
Number in good standing, 136 

Attest, 


D. M. Peck, Adjutant. 
QUARTERMASTER’S QUARTERLY REPORT. 


Amount on hand at date of last Report, : $1,143 45 
Received since for Per Capita, Charter Fees, Supplies and 
all other Sources, 808 32 


d Total, oh 7 
Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, Per Capita Tax this 
quer, 4,117 members in good standing at 4+ cents 
each, 
Expended for Commandery-in-Chief, Per Capita Tax this 
quarter, 112 members reinstated or not reporting last 
quarter, 
Expended for Incidental Expenses of the Division and 


Supplies, 
Total, 
Balance on hand at date, December 31, 1896, $1,144 32 
Attest, 


B. F. Woopwarp, Quartermaster. 
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DIVISION ROSTER.—1897. 


DIVISION OFFICERS AND STAFF, 
DIVISION COMPMANDER. 
ORANGE H. COOK, " = : a r P . Melrose. 
SENIOR VICE-DIVISION COMMANDER. 
LEONARD C. COUCH, d =» © 266 . . Taunton. 


JUNIOR VICE-DIVISION COMMANDER. 


CHARLES FE. BENNETT, . 3 : c fs . .  Iludson. 
DIVISION COUNCIL. ‘ 
HARRY D. SISSON, P , , i Eh Pittsfield. 
EDWARD H. LOUNSBURY, . 4 3 Pepe Woburn. 
J. HARRY FAYERWEATHER, R ‘ ee Westboro. 
Staff. 
Surgeon, W. T. TISDALE, ~ Medfield. 
Chaplain, Rev. T. E. Ciaprrnr, Holyoke. 
Adjutant, Gro. N. Howarp, Melrose. 
Quartermaster, FRED W. STantTrAt, Melrose. 
Inspector, E. WARNER, Salem. 
Mustering Officer, Tinron 8. BELL, , Charlestown. 
Judge Advocate, Frank A. Ricwanrps, East Weymouth. 
NonzCommissioned Staff. 
Sergeant-Major, FEO. W. CHAP Melrose. 
Quartermaster-Sergeant, Joun A. BAxt Wakefield. 


Division Headquarters. 


Newhall’s Block, Corner of Main and Upham Streets, Melrose, 
Mass. 


Past Commanderzin=Chief. 
JOSEPH B. MacCABE, . . . . . . East Boston. 
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Past Division Commanders. 

Name. 
Joseph B. MACCABE, . 
CHARLES PF, SARGENT, 
Frep J. Braprorp, 
Henry 8. Cre 
*GEORGE H. CL 
Joun H. HInckuey, 
NATHAN C. Uriam, 
Dupiey B. Purse 
WILLIAM A. STEV 
CHARI K. DARLID 
WALTER IL. DELANO, 
ALBERT C. BLAISDELL, 
DANIEL F, GouLDING, 
Frep FE. Bouron, . 
Ilarry D. Stsson, 
GEORGE W. KNow.LrTon, 

“Deceased. 


Representatives 
To 16rH ANNUAL ENCAMPMED 


ent Address, 
t Boston, 
vrence, 


Springfield. 
Worcester. 
Beverly. 
Fitchburg. 
Salem. 
Arlington. 
Boston. 
Sharon. 
Lowell. 
Somerville, 
Roxbury, 
Pittsfield. 
Arhngton, 


vr AT INDIANAPOLIS, IND., 1897. 


Representative-at-Large, W.R. WATERMAN, Camp No. 67, Hanover. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

O. 8, Fisn, Camp No. 108, . 

IN, Camp No. 45 

: Camp No. 75, 

EN, Camp No. 46, 

W. H. Brown, Camp No. 60, 
H. E. Waveu, Camp No. 11, 
FB. A. Finsox, Camp No. 41, 
E. J. Green, Camp No. 87, 


Pittsfield. 
Arlington. 
Dedham. 
Roxbury. 
Holyoke. 
Whitman. 
Waltham. 
Peabody. 


Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission. 


Past Cou. HARry D. SISSON, Pittsfield, 
ut “ Frep. E. Boron, Boston, 
“ Capt. H. E. Krovuen, Chelsea, 
“Con. W. A. STEVENS, Boston, 


we “ON. OC. UpHam, Fitchburg, 


5 Years. 
a 
a Bg 
Q « 
1 


ROSTER OF CAMPS. 
DECEMBER, 1896. 


7|Francis L, Southe: 


9Isanc 


Name of Captain and Address, 


Meeting Night. 


Location. 


Name of Camp. 


Lt. Col, Chas, R. Mudge 
Gen, A, A, Goodell 
Capt. Richard Phillip 
Lt. William Palmer... 
Maj. A, A. Powers 
John Low. 

Roland E. Bowen 
Lt.-Col. Henry Merritt 
Lincoln.... 


Marblehead 
Randolph. 


Howard M. Webber, Bos 
Frank Me Laughlin, Is Lemon st. 
..|Geo. E, Whipple... nebsiiaeenete 


Tuesd 


North Adams. | 


| Priday RRO Sicsicusstaaameane 


./Whitman.....-. 


Geo. A. Custer 


Stoughton 
Kilby 
wn, 56 Car 


Ist and 3d Thursdie 
jist and 3d Wedne: 
{Ist and 3d ‘Thurs 


‘toughton,. 
Cambridgeport 
Springfield. 


John A. Andrew... 
Jonas C. Wellington. 
L, A. Tifft 


Capt. R. B. Groy 
. A. Sherman 
Fuller 


. Harry P. Reynolds, 44 Chureh St 
Walter M Seagrave 
Jas. I. Young.. 
W.'T. Francis. 
Jobn E. Sullivan, 
William C. Ashley 
Alfred L. Oliver 
leas: E. Lane, 125) 
Chas. W. Brown, 2 Shawmut St. 
L. C. Couch, 4 City Square. 
Wi. ©. Hart, N ne St., 
t. 


.|Brockton 
Uxbridge 
Clinton 
Colrain 
Lawren 
Middleboro. 
Reading 
Gloucester 
cester 
Taun ton. 
Quincy 
Fitchburg. 
Watertow 


Ist ane Tues¢ 
Ist and 3d Thurs 
h puts 


¢ 
Col. L. D. Sargent 
Maj. T. B. Grifith 
Gen, J. F, Reynolds 
J. Franklin Dyer 

Willie Grout. . 
Gen. D, N. Couch. 


Q. Adam. 


Clark 8. Simonds 
. Patten. 


Lt. Nathl. Bowditch. 


2d and sth Thursda 


pee Bil ewiessonccxcorsce 


Place of Meeting. 


Pemplrs Hall. 
418 Main St.. 
Pleasant St 


.|Chestnut s 


A. Hall. 
A,B. TMall... 
A. R. Wall. 

. Peter St.. 
Main St. 


G, 


A.R Hall.. 
Massacht 
A, R. Hall... 


st Elm St 


A. i Hall 
G, A. R. Hall, Main Si 
iG. ALR. aly a con Si. 
91 Park St.. 


51)Chas. Russell Lowell. 


5] Wm. Cullen B 


7|Gen. Geo. G. Meade. 
Capt. A. H. Hubbard. 


Gen. W. S. Hancock. 
Col. Ezra J, Trull. 
H. M. Warren. 
John A, Hawes 
James L. Bates 
Charles Sumner. 
Gen. G. M. Dodg 
Nelson D. White. 
c. G. Townsend 
Gen. N. P, Banks. 
Wm. G, Scandli 
E. H. Hartshorn 
Gen. Wm. F. Drape! 
Charles V. Marsh 
Gen. Nelson A. Mi 
Col. Fletcher Webs! 
George 8. Bliss 
Tenry Wilson 
Howard A. Wheele 


E, A. Bennett... 
Gen. Sheridan 
Gen, 8. C, Lawsence 


S. S. Sleeper 


7|Gen. J. M. Corse 


I. H. Bonney. 
Gen. J. G. Fos 
Gen. Geo. B. M 
B. W. Harris. 
Gen. A. P. Martin. 
Capt. B. A. Bridg 
Luther Hill... 
Gen. W. T. Shermar 
Chas. Bowers Winr 


Gen. Chas, Devens 
Joseph H. Procto 
Charles S. Meade 
Joe Hooker.. 


Webster... . 
Charlestowr 
Wakefield. 
New Bedfor 


Gardner, 
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Conway. 
Waltham 
Grafton. 


rlington 
Roxbury 
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Nati 
Rockland. 
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Orange. 
Medford 
Cummingto: 
Cambridge. 
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Ludlow... 
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Northbi 
Hingham, 
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Northampton 
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wees {2d and 4th Friday. 
‘Tuesday 
Ist and 3d 
.. |/Puesday.. 
Ist and 3d Friday 
2d and 4th Frids 
Monday... 
2d and 4th Weanes 
Ist and 3d Friday 


n. 


d. 


Ist and 3d Thurs¢ 
Ist and 38d puesta 


Ist and 3d Thursday 
2d aud 4th Tuesday 
2d and 4th Tuesday 
Ist and 3d Friday 
Ist and 3d Friday 
2d and 4th Friday 
2d and 4th Thursda 
jist and 3d Saturday 
and 3d Wednesda 
Land 4th Thursday 
Friday 
-/2d and 4th Wednesda 
. 2d and 4th Tuesd 

2d Tuesday... 


n 


land 4th Monday 
2d and 4th Thursday 
Monday... 8 


y {War 


j2d and 4th Wednesday 


G, A. R, Hall 
. {882 Main St. 

Foster St. 
ia? Purchase St. 
»A.R. Hall 
Chestnut St. 
./G. A. Hall. 

. Front St 
. Conway Cent 
Moody 
GAR 
‘/Memorial Hail. 
4G. ite i Hal 
. {nl 


Elmer H. Dodge, Box 224 
.|Edward D. Bovey, 188 High § 
Arthur L. Wiley 
./Franklin FE, Jame 
.|Irwin B. 1. Hawes. 


rd, W 
ry O, Adams... 
y) William B. Clark,” Bo 
.| William Peck. 
‘'Fred A. Filson, 64 Lowell 
M. A. Aldrich. 
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A, A. Tilden... 
‘alvin P. Cook, 
en A. Hunt, .. . 
Frank E. Weeelock, Hay 
-{Brank 8. Smith, So, Main St 
Chester B. Valedge, Water 
.|Henry S. Finan, ey enith Buy 
ere 


Tes Fret Tilden, 18 Franklin St. 
Chas. M. Drake... , 
Arthur C. Pearson, Crocker s 


H. M. Haines, Wrentham.. 
Ent H. ane 


‘a. we R. Hail! 
» Pleasant St, 


Perey R Shaw 
Chas, A, White, Ludlow Centre 


“Town Tull, 


A, 2. Hall 
+R. Hal 
:|Hingham Ctr 
.|Main St ..... 


Henry A. Corbin, 
Henry G. Warren 
Arthur D. Hersey. 
Geo. H. Edwards, 


7} Lt. C. B. Warner... 


5|Warren H. 


3| Nelson Gardne 


7}Col, Geo. D, Wel 


John C. Paine...., 
Gen, S. M. Weld... 
Lt. Frank R. Stone. 
B. R. Bosworth. 
Admiral Farrag 
Wm. Francis Barr, 
George If, Patch. 

Theodore Winthrop 
Sergt. Wm. H. Carney 
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Edward S, Hager. 
John D, White. 


Chas. Eugene Bat 
jyoel D. Dudley. 
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iS. B. Bond. 
John P, Lovel 
John Palmer 
F.C. Curtis. 


John F, Andrew 
W.C. Plunkett. 
Dahlgren.... 
H. S, Greenleaf. 
8. E. Stone. , 

Cyrus K, Mille: 
Collingwood 


Capt. G, L. Thurston. 
R. W. Lyman.. 
Abraham Lincoln 


Gen. W. F. Bartle 
Gen. Bem F Butler. 
Gen. U. O, Howard. 
Walter M. Raymond. 
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Samuel A. Green. 
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-|Groveland 
-|/Dedham 
-|Westboro, 


-|Chelsea 
-|Boston 
-|Barre 


W. Boyston, 


- Peabody 

- Scituate. 

+ Brighton.. 
| 


-|Walpole... 
-|Westminster 
.|Plymouth. 

:|Marshfield . 
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-|Greenfield 


‘|Needhau 
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-|Andover 
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-|Hyannis 
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ttsfield 
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Ist and 8d Thursday 
2d and 4th Tuesday 
Ist and 3d Tuesda 
Wednesday. 
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. Ist and 3d Tue 
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Ist and’3d 
Ist and 3d Friday 
2d and 4th Wedn 
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Ist and 8d Monday 


. 2d and 4th Monday 
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Ist Tuesday. 
2d and 4th Monday 
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2d and 4 
2d and 4th wWeane aay 
Ist Saturday 


t and 3d Satur 
land 4th Saturd 


Ist and sd Monday. 
2d and 4th Saturda 
2d and 4th Monday 
Ist and 3d Wednesday! 
Ist and 3d Wednesday} 
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2d and 4th Saturday, . 
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|W. H. Chickey, 93 Foster St. 


\Jas. F. Smith, 99 H 
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Frank W. Crane, High St. 
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John T, 
Rone | 
Joseph A.F 
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Main St 
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aro, "Mendon 
i, 610 5th St. 
William T ‘olman 
Gilman F. All n 
Albert E. Gates, 
Richard B. Brown 
Cc. 


“Bacon St 
‘8 Middle St. 
:|Marshiield 


Frank H. Stodda d, 45 Pear! St 
ie bert S. Porte . 

|0.S. Fish, Union 
Emery Coulter. 
A. E. Spark: re 
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.|Harry C. Bearse 
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Tfist and 3d Muesilay 


...|/Duxbury. 


Myles Standish. 
Hanson.. 


Julius W. Monroe. 


Elijah A. Morse. 
Steven J. Parker 
120) Becket........- 


- Eastondale. 
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atephes T. Brooks . ist and 3 Wednesday.|O. R. Williams. A. 0. U. W.E . 
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Wm. G. Me: 
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2d and 4th Tuesday 
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“ es St. 
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Ast and 3d Thursday. 
Ist Saturday 
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136|Cyrus_ W. Cross... 
137| John M. Badger -- 
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139 W. A. Spencer: 
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ednesday... ..|Frank Thayer, 109 Arlington St Everett Sq. 
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